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International Application No. PCT/AIB 00 01491

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 1-6 (partially)

Present claims 1-6 relate to an extremely large number of possible
compounds. Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and disclosure
within the meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a
very small proportion of the compounds claimed. In the present case, the
claims so lack support, and the appiication so Tacks disclosure, that a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. It
is unclear in the sense of Article 6 PCT what is meant by "a derivative,
fragment, motif, analog or peptidominetic" of SEQ ID NOs 2-24 (claims 1
and 2). These expressions may comprise a wide range of peptides and
modifications and are therefore speculative, embracing a great variety of
possibilities not yet explored by the applicant, the effect of which
cannot be expected by the skilled person using the teaching disclosed in
the current application and his technical knowledge to be able to
reproduce without undue burden all the possibilities which are actuaily
claimed.

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the
claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts
relating to the compounds of SEQ ID NOs 2-24.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the ciaims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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