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1

This invention has to do with diaper-holding
garments,

While diaper holders have been proposed, those
of which I am aware have had the shortcomings
that it is relatively difficult to insert and remove
the diaper element and, in use, the holder tends
to slip down on the legs of the infant, thus ren-
dering the diaper somewhat ineffective and mak-
ing the garment uncomfortable.

Another difficulty with known holders of this
character has been the lack of any provision for
maintaining the diaper-retaining elements in ef-
ficient retaining position or in tension.

It is an object of my invention to provide an
improved diaper-holding garment which has pro-
vision for easily inserting and removing the
diaper and which, when in use, positively holds
the diaper element in the most efficient and
comfortable position.

It is also an object to provide a garment of this
character which is capable of being made at-
tractive in appearance and comfortable to wear.

Another object is to provide a garment wherein
the diaper-retaining element is detachably car-
ried by the outer supporting garment to permit
its easy removal for laundering purposes.

Other objects and corresponding advantages
will appear from the following description of a
presently preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, for which purpose I shall refer to the ac-
companying drawings wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved
garment in the position which it assumes when
being worn;

PFig. 2 is a plan view;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged section taken on line 3—3
of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view illustrating
a modification;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged medial longitudinal sec-
tion;

Fig. 6 is an enlarged side elevation of a portion
of the retainer element; .

Fig. 7 is a plan view of a further modified forn:
of garment with the diaper retainer element re-
moved;

Fig. 8 is a plan view of the detachable diaper
retainer of the modified embodiment; and

Fig. 9 is an enlarged longitudinal fragmentary
medial section of the modified embodiment.

Referring now to the drawings (Figs, 1-6), B
denotes the main body portion which, in plan,
is somewhat I-shaped so that it has a relatively
narrow central portion and lateral or wing-like
portions 7, Ta, 8, 8¢. The main body portion has
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an outer fabric sheet {5 which may be made of
any fabric suitable for baby garments, such as
rayon or cotton, and a lining {8 of a waterproof
or water-repellant fabric. The inner and oufer
sheets 18, 15, are secured together alsong their
margins by conventional stitching 7.

Cooperating snap fastener elements 28, 2{ are
carried by the marginal end portions of the body,
so that when the garment is in the position which
it occupies when being worn (Fig. 1), the fasten-
ers secure the wing portions 17, g, § 8a together
in overlapping relation about the waist of the
wearer.

To form a pocket for receiving and holding a
conventional diaper D, I provide a pair of op-
posed retainer elements 28, 25a, each of which, as
best illustrated in Fig. 3, comprises a side strip
27, which tapers from ifs center towards its
ends, and a top or inner strip 28, seccured together
along their hemmed marginal porticns by con-
ventional stitching 38. The side sirip 27 is se-
cured to the body layers {3, i6 by stitching 31,
and the inner margin of the strip 28 preferably
curves inwardly and is hemmed and stitched ag
32. Elements 25, 28a¢ are made of a suitable wa~
terproof or water-repellant material. While I
have described in detail only one of the retainer
elements, it will be understood that both are of
like comstruction except that they are mounted
in opposed relationship so that the pocket P is
defined by strips 16, 27 and 28.

It will be observed that the top or inner strips
28 are separate strips which extend from end to
end of the body and preferably are slightly sep-
arated at their ends, which greatly facilitates in-
serting and removing the diaper D and at the
same time the diaper is securely held in place
while in use.

In a modification of the invention, as shown
in Fig. 4, I may stitch to the marginal ends of
the body a pair of fabric tabs 33 (one ab each
end of the body) to which the ends of the diaper
may be pinned.

A bib-like member 48 is provided at one end
of the body—that end of the body which provides
the front of the garment—and preferably is an
integral end extension of the body, the marginal
end portions of the bib-like member being pro-
vided with button-holes 42,

To positively hold the body 8§ and ifs carried
diaper D firmly in position and to hold the con-
tiguous inner marginal porticns of the strips 28
in tension while the garment is being worn, I
provide a pair of suspender straps 45, one of
which is secured at its inner end to the body at



2,601,983

3

the end of one of the retainer strips 28 and the
other of which is secured at its inner end to the
body at the inner end of the other of the retainer
strips. Each of these straps is provided at its
outer end with a button 41, by which the straps
are secured to the bib-like member by inserting
the buttons through the button-holes 42. It is
of course obvious that the buttons could be
mounted on the bib-like member while the but-
ton-holes may be provided in the suspender straps.
Thus the line of pull exerted by the suspender
straps is such that the retainer strips 28 are
drawn somewhat in tension along their inner
edges to insure the positive and even retention of
the diaper elements in position.

In use, the diaper D is inserted in the pocket
P and the narrow body portion - is then inserted
between the legs of the infant while the end
portions of the body are brought up and fastened
together in waist-encircling position by means of
the fastener elements 28, 2i, afier which the
suspender straps are secured to the bib-like merm-
ber. The garment then assumes the position of
Fig. 1 in which it has the appearance of a sunsuit.

In Figs. 7-9 I show a further modification,
Here the outer or retainer supporting garment
i5¢ is shaped and constructed as before deseribed,
having side extensions Tb, 7c¢, 8b, 8¢, a narrow
central portion 8¢, bib 43¢ having button-holes
42a, suspender straps 45¢ having buttons 4%a,
and cooperating fastener elements 2§a, 2ia.
However, here the diaper-retaining element (Fig.
8) is made separate from the body portion, coni-
prising a bottom sheet {8, side strips 27¢ and
top strips 25c.

To detachably secure the diaper-retaining ele-
ment to the outer garment, the latter is provided
with end and side fastener elements i while the

sends of tie retainer element and the bottom sheet
{6a are provided with fastener elements §2 which
cooperate with fastener elements 81. Thus it is
possible easily to detach the refainer element for
laundering or to render the outer garment wear-
able as a sunsuit without the diaper retainer.

I claim:

1. In a diaper holding garment, an elongated
‘body having a relatively narrow portion inter-
mediate its ends arranged to extend between the
legs of a wearer and having relatively wide end
portions arranged to extend about the waist of
said wearer, and means providing a diaper re-
ceiving pocket overlying said body, comprising a
pair of side sheets spaced apart transversely of
said body and having their bottom edges secured
to said body, and a pair of separate top sheeis
extending from end to end of said body and se-
cured at their ends to the end portions of said
body and secured along their outer side edges to
the top side edges of said respeetive side sheels;
the inner side edges of said top sheets terminat-
ing at the respective ends of the body at the longi-
tudinal axis thereof and being opgpositely curved
outwardly and thence inwardly between their ends
whereby to define a substantially ovate-shapad
access opening to said pocket extending from
end to end of the body.

2. In a diaper holding garment, an elongated
body having & relatively narrow portion inter-
mediate its ends arranged to extend between the
legs of a wearer and having relatively wide end
portions arranged to extend about the waist of
said wearer, and means providing a diaper re-
ceiving pocket overlying said body, comprising a
pair of side sheets spaced apart transversely oi
said body and having their bottom edges secured
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to said body, and a pair of separate top sheets
extending from end to end of said body and se-
cured at their ends to the end portions of said
body and secured along their outer side edges
to the top side edges of said respective side sheets;
the inner side edges of said top sheets terminat-
ing at the respective ends of the body at the
longitudinal axis thereof and being oppositely
curved outwardly and thence inwardly between
their ends whereby to define a substantially ovate-
shaped access opening to said pocket extending
from end to end of the body, and a pair of sus-
pender straps for supporting said garment upon
said wearer, said suspender straps being con-
nected to one end of said body in position sub-
stantially in side edge to side edge abutting re-
lationship at the longitudinal axis of said body

" whereby to exert longitudinal tension on said
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top sheets along their inner side edges.

3. In a diaper holding garment, an elongated
body having a relatively narrow portion inter-
mediate its ends arranged to extend between the
legs of a wearer and having relatively wide end
portions arranged to extend about the waist of
said wearer, and means providing a diaper receiv-
ing pocket overlying said body, comprising a bot-
tom sheet of a length equal the length of the
body and superimposed upon and secured to said
body, a pair of side sheets secured along their
bottom side edges to the respective side edges
of said bottom sheet, and & pair of separate top
sheets extending from end to end of said body
and secured at their ends to the end portions of
said bottom sheet and secured along their outer
side edges to the top side edges of said respective
side sheets; the inner side edges of said top sheeis
terminating at the respective ends of the body at
the longitudinal axis thereof and being oppositely
curved outwardly and thence inwardly between
their ends whereby to define a -substantially
ovate-shaped access opening to said pocket ex-
tending from end to end of the body.

4, In a diaper holding garment, an elongated
body having a relatively narrow portion inter-
mediate its ends arranged to extend between the
legs of a wearer and having relatively wide end
portions arranged to extend about the waist of
said wearer, and means providing a diaper re-
ceiving pocket overlying said body, comprising
a bottom sheet of a length egual the length of the
body and superimposed upon and secured to said
body, a pair of side sheets secured along their bot-
tom side edges to the respective side edges of said
pottom sheet, and a pair of separate top sheets
extending from end to end of said body and
secured at their ends to the end portions of said
hottom sheet and secured along their outer side
edges to the top side edges of said respective
side sheets; the inner side edges of said top sheets
terminating at the respective ends of the body
at the longitudinal axis thereof and being oppo-
sitely curved outwardly and thence inwardly be-
tween their ends whereby to define a substantially
ovate-shaped access opening to said pocket ex-
tending from end to end of the body; and a pair
of suspender straps so arranged on and connected
to said body as to exert tension along the -longi-
tudinal axis thereof.
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