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This invention relates to supports, and more particularly
to rack devices for carrying water skis on boats or on
other vehicles or objects having smooth surfaces.

A main object of the invention is to provide a novel
and improved support device for carrying water skis on
boats or other vehicles or objects having smooth surfaces,
the ski carrying device being relatively simple in construc-
tion, being easy to attach, and being usable either on sub-
stantially horizontal supporting surfaces or on vertical or
inclined supporting surfaces.

A forther object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved water ski-carrying support device which is inex-
pensive to manufacture, which is durable in construction,
which is compact in size, and which is adapted to be
mounted on a boat or other vehicle or object having a
smooth supporting surface, the ski-carrying support device
being provided with means for preventing scratching or
marring of the surfaces of the skis engaged therewith.

Further objects and advantages of the invention will be-
come apparent from the following description and claims,
and from the accompanying drawings, wherein:

- FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the rear portion of
a small boat on which are mounted a pair of ski-carrying
rack devices according to the present invention, the rack
devices being mounted on opposite portions of the boat
and being shown engaged with a ski to illusirate the man-
ner in which water skis are supported in the rack devices.

FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal vertical cross sectional view
taken through one of the rack devices of FIGURE 1, a
portion of the protective covering of the rack device being
broken away.

FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of the rack device of
FIGURE 2 with the protective covering omitted.

Referring to the drawings, 11 designates a typical small
boat provided with the passenger compartment 12 and
having relatively smooth deck surfaces 13, 13 on opposite
sides of the passenger compartment. Mounted on the sur-
faces 13, 13 are the respective rack devices, designated gen-
erally at 14, 14, said rack devices being constructed in
accordance with the present invention. As will be appar-
ent from FIGURE 1, the rack devices 14, 14 are identical
in construction and are located directly opposite each
other and substantially parallel to.each other, the rack
devices being formed with convolutions, presently to be
described, defining U-shaped loops adapted to receive
water skis 15 in the manner clearly illustrated in FIG-
URE 1.

Each rack device 14 comprises a single piece of rod-

Tlike relatively rigid material, such as metal rod material,

formed to define a series of evenly spaced generally U-
shaped convolutions or loops, the loops being directed
upwardly in FIGURE 2 and being designated respectively
at 16. A plurality of loops are formed in the rod-like
member, all of the loops being in the same plane. The
rod-like member terminates in the parallel end portions
17, 17, said end portions being externally threaded, as
shown at 18. Threadedly engaged on the parallel end
portions 17, 17 and being thus secured thereto are respec-
tive. downwardly facing suction cups 19, 19, said suction
cups being provided with the internally threaded upstand-
ing fastening collars 20 which are threadedly engaged on
the externally threaded end portions 18 of the rod ends 17.

The coplanar U-shaped loops 16 are integrally con-
nected at the top ends of their arms by the arcuate joining
rod portions. 24, all the loops, joining rod portions and end

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

2

portions of the device being in the same plane. As will be
apparent from FIGURE 2, the loops 16 have substantially
parallel side arms and are inclined upwardly in the same
direction at a substantial angle to the directions of the
parallel end members 17, 17. The inclination of the loops
16 enables the rack device o be used, in conjunction with
the parallel opposite similar rack device, on a substantially
vertical supporting surface, as well as on a horizontal
or a pair of spaced horizontal supporting surfaces.

The convoluted rod-like member containing the loops
16 and other elements above described is provided for sub-
stantially its entire length with a cover sleeve 22 of rela-
tively yieldable soft material, such as braided polyethylene
strands, of any desirable color, or of any other desirable
soft yieldable, relatively durable material.

A pair of rack devices 14 are employed, for example,
in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 1, for supporting
a plurality of water skis' 15. Thus, the rack devices 14
may be disposed on opposing portions of a boat 11, for
example, on the relatively smooth spaced opposite sur-
faces 13, as illustrated, the suction cups 19 of the rack
devices being engaged with the surfaces 13 and being
held thereon by suction. The rack devices are arranged
so that they are substantially parallel to each other and
substantially transversely aligned, whereby the skis 15
may be received in pairs of transversely aligned loops 16 in
the manner illustrated. The deformable yieldable cover
sleeve 22 prevents scratching or marring of the surfaces
of the portions of the skis received in the loops.

As above mentioned, the rack devices 14 may be em-
ployed on substantially vertical surfaces, as well as on sub-
stantially horizontal surfaces, since the inclination of the
loops 16 serves to retain the skis in the rack devices when
said rack devices are employed on the aforesaid vertical
surfaces.

While a specific embodiment of an improved ski-carry-
ing rack has been disclosed in the foregoing description,
it will be understood that various modifications within the
spirit of the invention may occur to those skilled in the
art. - Therefore, it is intended that no limitations be
placed on the invention except as defined by the scope of
the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A ski-carrying support comprising a single piece of
rod-like relatively rigid material formed to define a series
of evenly spaced rigid generally U-shaped coplanar loops
connected by integral arcuate joining rod portions with the
sides of the loops spaced from the sides of adjacent loops,
said pieces of material having substantially parallel ends
coplanar with the loops, and respective suction cups axially
secured to said ends and adapted to engage a supporting
surface for detachably securing the support to the support-
ing surface in upstanding relation thereto.

2. A ski-carrying support comprising a single piece of
rod-like relatively rigid material formed to define a series
of evenly spaced rigid generally U-shaped loops connected
by integral arcuate joining rod portions with the sides of
the loops spaced from the sides of adjacent loops, a cover
sleeve of relatively yieldable material surrounding said
piece of rod-like material for substantially its entire length,
said piece of rod-like material having substantially par-
allel ends coplanar with the loops, and respective suction
cups axially secured to said ends and adapted to engage
a supporting surface for detachably securing the support
to the supporting surface in upstanding relation thereto.

3. A ski-carrying support comprising a single piece of
rod-like relatively rigid material formed to define a series
of evenly spaced rigid generally U-shaped coplanar loops
connected by integral arcuate joining rod portions with
the sides of the loops spaced from thé sides of adjacent
loops, a cover sleeve of relatively yieldable material sur-
rounding said piece of rod-like material for substantially
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its entire length, said piece of rod-like material having sub-
stantially parallel ends coplanar with the loops, said loops
having substantially parallel side arms which are inclined
in the same direction at a substantial angle to the direc-
tion of said ends, and respective suction cups axially se-
cured: to said ends and adapted to engage a supporting
surface for detachably securing the support to the support-
ing surface in upstanding relation thereto:

4, A ski-carrying support comprising a single piece of
rod-like relatively rigid material formed to-define a series
of evenly spaced generally U-shaped rigid coplanar loops
connected by integral arcuate joining rod portions with
the sides of the loops spaced from the sides of adjacent
loops, a cover sleeve of relatively yieldable material sur-
rounding said piece of rod-like material for substantially
its entire lengih, said piece of rod-like material having sub-
stantially parallel ends coplanar with the loops, said loops
having substantially paralle]l side arms which are inclined
in the same direction at a substantial angle to the direc-
tion of said ends, and respective suction cups axially and
threadedly secured to said ends, the support being adapted
to be mounted in upstanding position on a boat opposite
and parallel to a similar support, whereby skis may be
supportingly engaged in the U-shaped loops of the pair of
supports.

5. In combination with a supporting surface, a pair of
ski-carrying supports, each support comprising a single
piece of rod-like relatively rigid material formed to define
a series of evenly spaced rigid generally U-shaped coplanar
loops connected by integral arcuate joining rod portions
with the sides of the loops spaced from the sides of adja-
cent loops, a cover sleeve of relatively yieldable material

el

surrounding said pisce of rod-like material for substan-
tially its entire.length, said piece of rod-like material hav-
ing substantially parallel ends coplanar with the loops, said
loops having substantially parallel side arms which are in-
clined in the same direction at a substantial angle to the
direction of said ends, and respective suction cups axially
and threadedly secured to said ends, the support being
adapted to be mounted in an upstanding position on the
supporting surface opposite and parallel to a similar sup-
port, whereby skis may be supportingly engaged in the
U-shaped loops.of the pair of supports.
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