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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Grores P. WiceIN-
TON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at the city and county of Kalamazoo, State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Loose-Sheet Hold-
ers or Files, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to improvements
in loose sheet holders or files.

The main objects of this invention are:

First, to provide an improved loose sheet
holder and filing device which permits the
free removal of the sheets for the making
of records thereon and also constitute an
effective file for the sheets.

Second, to provide an improved loose
sheet holder and filing device having these
advantages which is very convenient to use,
of large capacity and simple and economical
in structure.

TFurther objects, and objects relating to
structural details, will definitely appear
from the detailed description to follow.

I accomplish the objects of my invention
by the devices and means described in the
following specification. The invention is
clearly defined and pointed vut in the claims.

A structure which is a preferred embodi-
ment of my invention is clearly illustrated
in the accompanaying drawing, forming a
part of this specification, in which:

Figure T is a perspective view of a filing
cabinet for my improved loose sheet files or

5 holders.

Fig. 1T is a front perspective view of one
of my improved sheet holder units.

Fig. III is a perspective view of one of
my improved sheet holder units arranged
in its supporting rack.

Fig. IV is a detail section on a line cor-
responding to line 4—4 of Fig. V, showing
one of my improved holder units arranged
in its supporting rack.

Fig. V is a detail section on a line corre-
sponding to line 5—5 of Fig. VI, showing
structural details of my improved sheet
holder.

Fig. VI is a detail section on a line cor-
responding to the broken line 6—6 of Fig.
V, the holder being closed. _

Fig. VII is a detail section corresponding
to ihat of Fig. IV of a modified form of
rack.

In the drawing similar reference charac-

ters refer to similar parts throughout the
several views, and the sectional views are
taken looking in the direction of the little
arrows at the ends of the section lines.
Referring to the drawing, 1 represents a

cabinet having a series of compartments 2

adapted to receive my impreved file or sheet
holder units.

My improved file or sheet holder units con-
sists of a pair of holder members, desig-
nated generally by the numerals 3 and 4,
and comprising side walls 5, rear walls 6,
and end walls 7. These holder members are
secured together at the rear by the hinges 8
disposed on the edges of the rear walls so
that the holder members may be closed into
a box-like file, as shown in Fig. 11, or swung
to an opposed oppositely inclined position,
as shown in Fig. IV, so that the sheets 9
may be disposed therein and transferred
from one holder member to the other.

When the file is closed the sheets 9 are
secured by the binding post 10 which is ar-
ranged through an opening 11 in one holder
member and engaged in a socket 12 in the
other. The post 1s retained and the sheets
clamped in place by means of the clamping
plate 13 which is perforated at 14 to receive
the post and provided with a spring clutch
15, the clutch spring being riveted at 16 to
the plate and having a slot 17 engaging the
post. The clutch is released by lifting its
slotted end away from the post.. The sheets
9 have a plurality of holes 18 and a plu-
rality of notches 19 at their binding edge.
The holes and notches are uniformly spaced
so that the sheets may be arranged in an
alined body with their notches engaged with
the guide ribs 20 secured intermediate the
ends of the rear walls 6, or arranged in an
offset relation with the notches engaging
the guide rib, there being holes in aline-
ment in either position of the sheets so that
the post may be introduced with the sheets
all alined or with part offset, the holder
members being of such length as to permit
the offsetting of sheets, as shown by dotted
lines in Fig. V.

I preferably provide adjustable support-
ing plates 21 for the sheets, the plates be-
ing hinged at 22 to the rear walls of the
holder members. The outer ends of the
plates are supported by the toothed catches
or racks 23 pivoted at 24 on the plates and
adapted to engage pins 25 on the holders.
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The file units are held in their open po-
sition by means of links 27 which are piv-
oted at 28 to the file holder members. To
support the file units in convenient position
for use I provide a rack 29 having opposed
V-shaped holders 30 adapted to receive the
holder members, see Fig. IV. The rack is
supported on legs 31 so that it may be posi-
tioned at the side of the posting machine
operator, or as may be desired.

In the modification shown in Fig. VII
the holders 30 are omitted, a cross bar 32
being positioned to support the units, as
shown in Fig, VII,

With this arrangement of parts the file
units are arranged in the cabinet when not
in use and support the sheets on their sides.
When it is desired to refer to or make rec-
ords upon the sheets the file is taken from
the cabinet, opened and placed in the rack
in which position the sheets may be manipu-
lated and shifted from one holder to the
other as desired. The back plates may be
adjusted to bring the sheets at the proper
angle to the operator for convenience in
manipulation or to facilitate fingering.

By providing means permitting offsetting
of the sheets selected sheets may be grouped
to indicate that work has been performed
thereon or otherwise, as may be desired.
The guide ribs effectively aline the sheets in
both positions and so that the post may be
introduced. With the post in place the files
may be handled without danger of losing or
disarranging the sheets.

I have not attempted to illustrate or de-
scribe various modifications in structural de-
tails which I contemplate or which might
be desirable in adapting my improvements,
as I believe the disclosure made will enable
those skilled in the art to which my inven-
tion relates to embody or adapt the same as
circumstances or the case may dictate.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:

L In a structure of the class described,
the combination of loose sheets having
notches and perforations at their inner
edges, a pair of holder members each com-
prising side. end and rear walls, said mem-
bers hinged at the rear so that when closed
they constitute a box-like file for the sheets
and when opened to an oppositely ineclined
position they constitute a pair of opposed
sheet holders permitting the transfer of the
sheets from one to the other, a guide rib on
the rear wall of one of said holder members
with which notches of the sheets may be en-
gaged to facilitate alining them, a remov-
able binding post adapted to be insertad
through alined holes of said sheets, a rack
adapted to support a file in its open position.

2. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of a pair of members each

1,284,520

comprising side, end and rear walls, said
members hinged at the rear so that when
opened to an oppositely inclined position
they constitute a pair of opposed sheet hold-
ers, permitting the transfer of the shests
from one to the other and when closed a
box-like file for the sheets, a rack adapted to
support a file in open position.

3. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of a pair of members each
comprising side, end and rear walls, said
members hinged so that when opened to an
oppositely inclined position they constitute
a palr of opposed holders adapted to receive
sheets and permit their transfer from one
to the other and when closed a file for the
sheets, a rack adapted to support a file in its
open position.

4. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of loose sheets having
notches and perforations at their inner
edges, a pair of members each comprising
side, end and rear walls, said members
hinged at the rear so that when opened to
an oppositely inclined position they consti-
tute a pair of opposed sheet holders adapted
to receive sheets and permit the transfer of
the sheets from one holder to the other and
when closed a box-like file for the sheets,
one of said holder members being provided
with a post opening and the other with an
opposed post socket adapted to receive a
post, a guide rib on the rear wall of the
holder member provided with the post open-
ing with which notches of the sheets may be
engaged to facilitate alining them, said
holder members being of such length that
the sheets may be arranged therein in an
alined body or with a part of the sheets in
an offset relation and with holes thereof
alined with said post opening. a post adapt-
ed to be removably disposed through said
post opening and the alined holes of the
sheets and when the members are closed to
be engaged with said socket in the other
holder member, a rvetaining member dis-
posed over the sheets and adjustably en-
gaged with said post so that the post is re-
tained and the sheets clamped in position
thereby, adjustable sheet supporting plates
hinged at their inner ends to the rear walls
of said holder members, and means for sup-
porting the outer ends of said plates in their
adjusted positions.

5. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of loose sheets having
notches and perforations at their inner
edges, a pair of members each comprising
side, end and rear walls, said members
hinged at the rear so that when opened to
an oppositely inclined position they consti-
tute a pair of opposed sheet holders adapted
to receive sheets and permit the transfer of
the sheets from one holder to the other and
when closed a box-like file for the sheets,
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one of said holder members being provided
with a post opening and the other with an
opposed post socket adapted to receive a
post, a guide rib on the rear wall of the
holder member provided with the post open-
ing with which notches of the sheets may be
engaged to facilitate alining them, said
holder members being of such length that
the sheets may be arranged therein in an
alined body or with a part of the sheets in
an offset relation and with holes thereof
alined with said post opening, a post adapt-
ed to be removably disposed through said
post opening and the alined holes of the
sheets and when the members are closed en-
gaged with said socket in the other holder
member, and a retaining member disposed
over the sheets and adjustably engaged with
said post so that the post is retained and the
sheets clamped in position thereby.

6. In a structure of the class described, the
combination of a pair of members each com-
prising side, end and rear walls, said mem-
bers hinged so that when opened to an op-
positely inclined position they constitute a
pair of opposed holders adapted to receive
sheets and permit their transter from one to
the other, the rear walls constituting sup-
ports for the adjacent edges of said sheets,
and when closed a box-like file for the sheets,
sheet binding means releasably secured in
said members, and means for supporting the
file in its open position.

7. In a structure of the class described, the
combm%mn of loose sheets having notches
and perforations at their inner edges, a pair
of members hinged at the rear so that when
opened to an oppositely inclined position
they constitute a pair of opposed sheet
holders adapted to receive sheets and per-
mit the transfer of the sheets from one
holder to the other and when closed a file
for the sheets, a guide means on one of the
holder members with which notches of the
sheets may be engaged to facilitate alining
them, said holder members being of such
Iength that the sheets may be arran ged
therein in an alined body or with a pdlt of
the sheets in an offset relation, and a post
adapted to be removably disposed through
alined holes of the sheets.

8. In a structure of the class deseribed, the
combination of loose sheets having notches
at their inner edges, a pair of “members
hinged at the rear so that when opened to
an oppositely inclined position they consti-
tute a pair of opposed sheet holders adapted
to receive sheets and permit the transfer of
the sheets from one holder to the other and
when closed a ﬁle for the sheets, and a guide
means on one of the holder members with
which notches of the sheets may be engaged
to facilitate alining them, said holder mem-
bers being of such length that the sheets
may be arranged therein in an alined body

8

or with a part of the sheets in an offset rela--

tion,

9. In a structure of the class described, the
combination of loose sheets having notches
at their inner edges, a pair of members
hinged at the rear so that when opened to
an 0pp051tely inclined position they consti-
tute a pair of opposed sheet holders adapted
to recelve sheets and permit the transfer of
the sheets from one holder to the other and
when closed a file for the sheets, and a guide
means on one of the holder members with
which notches of the sheets may be engaged
to facilitate alining them.

10. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of sheets, a pair of members
each comprising side, end and rear walls,
said members being hinged so that when
opened to an opp051tely in¢lined position
they constitute a pair of opposed sheet hold-
ers permitting the transfer of the sheets
from .ons to the other and when closed a file
for the sheets, binding means for said sheets,
sheet suppmtmo phLe% hinged at their in-
ner ends for adjustment, means for adjust-
ably supporting the outer ends of said
plates, and means for supportig said holder
members in their o pen’ position.

11. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of sheets, a pair of members
hinged so that when opened to an oppositely
inclined position they constitute a pair of
opposed shest holders permitting the trans-
fer of the sheets from one to the other and
when closed a file for the sheets, binding
means for said sheets, and plates hlnﬂecl at
their inner ends for ad]ustmbly suppmtmg
the sheets.

12. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of loose sheets, a pair of
members hinged at the vear so that when
opened to an oppositely inclined position they
constitute a pair of opposed sheet holders
adapted to receive sheets and permit their
transfer from one holder to the other and
when closed a file for the sheets, a removable
binding post, and a -guide means on one of
the holder members with which the sheets
may be engaged to facilitate alining them
to receive the post, said holder being of
such length that the sheets may be arranged
therein in an alined body or with a part of
the sheets in an offset relation.

13. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of loose sheets, a pair of
members hinged at the rear so that when
opened to an oppositely inclined. position
they constitute a pair of opposed sheet hold-
ers adapted to recelve sheets and permit
their transfer from one holder to the other
and when closed a file for the sheets, a re-
movable binding post, and a guide means on
one of the holder members with which the
sheets may be engaged to facilitate alining
them to receive the post.

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

125

130



10

15

20

25

30

40

60

4

14. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of loose sheets, a pair of
nmembers each comprising side, end and rear
walls, said members being hinged so that
whei opened to an oppositely inclined posi-
tion they constitute a pair of opposed sheet
holders adapted toreceive sheets and permit
their transfer from one holder to the other
and when closed a box-like file, one of said
holder members being provided with a post
opening and the other with an opposed post
socket adapted to receive a post, a post
adapted to be removably disposed through
said post opening and the sheets and when
the members are closed engaged with said
socket in the other holder member, and =
retaining mewmber disposed over the sheets
and adjustably engaged with said post so
that the post 1s retained and the sheets
claraped in position thereby.

15. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of a pair of members each
comprising side, end and rear walls, the said
rear walls being at right angles to said side
walls and the said members being hinged
at the rear so that when opened to an op-
positely inclined position they constitute a
pair of opposed sheet holders permitting the
transfer of the sheets from one to the other
and when closed a box-like file for the sheets,
and sheet supporting plates hinged at their
inner ends for adjustment within said mem-
bers to vary the angle of the sheets relative
to said rear walls.

16. The combination of sheets, a pair of
members hinged so that when opened to an
oppositely inclined position they constitute
a pair of opposed sheet holders permitting
the transfer of sheets from one to the other
and when closed a file for the sheets, sheet
binding means comprising a post remov-
able through one of said members, and a
sheet clamping plate provided with post en-
gaging means.

17. In a strneture of the class described,
the combination of a pair of side members
comprising side and rear walls extending
at right angles to each other. said members
being hinged to each other so that when
opened to an oppositely inclined position
they constitute a pair of sheet holders, the
rear walls acting as supports for the ad-
jacent edges of the sheets in the two mem-
bers, and means for offsetting the outer edge

1,284,520

of each sheet relative to the next lower
sheet comprising sheet supporting plates
hinged at their 1nner cdges to said mem-
bers, and means secaved to their outer ends
for adjusting said plates relative to said
sidé walls,

18. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of a pair of side members
comprising side and rear walls extending at
right angles to each other, said members be-
Ing hinged to each other so that when
openew. to an oppositely ineclined position
they constitute a pair of sheet holders, the
rear walls acting as supports for the adja-
cent edges of the sheets in the two members,
and means for offsetting the outer edge of
each sheet relative to the next lower sheet
comprising sheet supporting plates hinged
to said members, and means secured to their
outer ends for adjusting said plates relative
to said side walls.

19. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of a pair of side members
comprising side and rear walls extending
at, vight angles to each other, said members
being hinged to each other so that when
opened to an oppositely inclined position
they constitute a pair of sheet holders, the
rear walls acting as supports for the adja-
cent edges of the sheets in the two members,
and means for offsettmg the outer edge of
each sheet relative to the next lower sheet
compriging sheet supportine »lates hinged
to said members, and means for adjusting
said plates relative to said side walls.

20. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of a pair of side members
comprising side and rear walls extending at
right angles to each other, said members
being hinged to each other so that when
opened to an oppositely inclined position
they constitute a pair of sheet holders; the
rear walls acting as supports for the adja-
cent edges of the sheets in the two meni-
bers, and means for offsetting the oufer edge
of each sheet relative to the next lower
sheet.

In witness whereof, T have hereunto set
my hand and seal in the presence of two
witnesses.

GEORGE P. WIGGINTON. [r. s8]

Witnesses:

Lourrra G. GREENFIELD,
Grace B. THOMPSON.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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