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EXRARE (RAZLMA
GENERATION OF A COMPATIBLE ORDER FOR A COMPUTER SYSTEM

A system for specifying, ordering, and building a build-to-order computer
system. After initiating an orde_ring session, a user such asb a purchaser or designer is
presented with a list of options such as a list of operating systems offered by a
computer system vendor or manufacturer that may be impleniented on a targeted
computer system. After receiving an indication of a selection from a first list of
options, the system accesses a computer system readable master data base to generate
a second list of options such as software programs wherein each option of the second
list is compatible with the selection from the first list. The master data base includes
entries for every option offered by the computer system vendor or manufacturer and
includes at least one tag indicating compatibly with other entries in the master data
base. The system can be used to present to the user a plurality of lists wherein all of
the options presented are compatible with the previous selections. The system writes
indications of the selections in a data file. The data file is provided to manufacturing
wherein the selections are implemented on a targeted computer system using the data
file. The system may also include a sniffing feature used to determine particular
hardware parameters of the targeted computer system. The system uses the

determined parameters in generating the compatible lists of options. The system

D R RO S N m IR R R

enables a purchaser to buy and order a computer system over a computer network

such as the Intemnet.
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