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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A two-piece skiff having a watertight bulkhead in each
piece. The pieces float and are provided with complemen-
tary hooks and slots which serve to hold them together in
the water in aligned position. This permits the locking
members to be used. These comprise spaced angle irons
and vertical rods to lock the sections to each other. Ad-
ditional locking means in the form of hooks and loops
are provided at the top edges.

My present invention relates to boats, and more par-
ticularly to a novel construction of a two-piece skiff.

The principal object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a skiff which can be disassembled into two separate
pieces for easy storage or transportation.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a two-piece skiff which can be easily stored on board a
larger boat thus eliminating towing or dragging behind
the boat.

A further object of the present invention is to provide

a two-piece skiff which can be quickly and easily joined °

to make the completed skiff.

Anoiher object of the present invention is to provide a
two-piece skiff in which each section is a fully integrated
boat section capable of floating and supporting one or
two persons and in which the sectioms are joined while
the pieces are floating in the water.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a two-piece skiff having simple and quickly operable
means for joining the parts,

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a two-piece skiff which can be easily and quickly manu-
factured and assembled.

With the above and other objects and advantageous
features in view, my invention consists of a novel arrange-
ment of parts more fully disclosed in the detailed descrip-
tion following in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings, and more particularly defined in the appended claims.

In the drawings,

FIG. 1is a top plan view of a skiff embodying my pres-
ent inventjon.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the front section.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the rear section.

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the skiff diassembled with
the parts nested one within the other.

" FiG. 5 is an enlarged detailed view of the positioning
0oKks. )

FIG. 6 is an enlarged detailed view of the top strap
members.

b f‘IG. 7 is an enlarged detailed view of the assembly
olts.

It has been found necessary in larger boats, both power
driven and sail propelled, to provide a small skiff which
can act as a life boat in an emergency and which provides
access between the shore and the boat at the vsual off-
shore anchorage. These skiffs are usually approximately
eight feet in length and are towed behind the boat. Only
on very large boats are they carried inboard. It has been
found that a trailing skiff cuts down the speed of the
boat considerably, and in the case of power boats adds to
the fuel consumption.

The present invention is designed to provide a small
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skiff made in two pieces mesting one within the other
which can readily be carried on board a small boat taking
up a minimum of space. The two-piece skiff of the present
invention has certain novel features including a rapid
means of assembly in the water and the complete integra-
tion of each unit. This means that if the two separate
pieces of the skiff are thrown overboard each will float
and readily support one or two persons while a quick
assembly is being made in the water. With the two-piece
skiff of the present invention, one person may conceivably
use only one section of the skiff for a short trip to shore
and back. By the use of self-integrated units no calking
is necessary and the assembly or disassembly is completely
watertight.

Referring more in detail to the drawings illustrating my
invention, the skiff 10 illustrated in FIG. 1 comprises a
front section 11 and the rear section 12. While the skiff
10 can be made of any suitable material, applicant has
found that a molded material such as fiberglass forms an
ideal watertight comstruction. The sections 11 and 12,
separately illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3 and shown in
nested position in FIG. 4, are shaped to form the com-
pleted boat as shown in FIG. 1 and are joined together at
a point to the right of center viewing FIG. 1 so that the for-
ward section 11 can nest inside of the rear section 12. The
section 11 comprises the usual boat bottom 13 generally
longer prow 14 sides 15 and preferably removable seats
16. Towards the rear the section 11 is provided with an
integral bulkhead 17 which is recessed so that the edges
of the sides and bottom at 18 extend rearwardly from
the bulkhead a short distance. The section 11 is provided
adjacent each side wall 15 in the bulkhead, viewing FIG.
2 with a vertical slot 19 reinforced with a plate 20.

On each side of the center from the top edge of the
bulkhead portion 17, still viewing FIG. 2, are a pair of
cutout portions 21 for a purpose hereinafter to be de-
scribed. Adjacent the bottom, and beneath each cutout
portion 21 is an angle iron 22 having its vertical section
bolted to the bulkhead 17 and the horizontal portion being
provided with a central opening having a depending cutout
23. The cutouts 23 are internally threaded for a purpose
hereinafter to be described. The rear section 12 is also
provided with sides 24 bottom 25 a backboard 26 and re-
movable seats 27. The rear section 12 is provided with an
integral bulkhead, see FIG. 3, complementary to the
bulkhead 17 on the front section and comprising an almost
identical bulkhead 28 also recessed at 29. The bulkhead
28 is provided adjacent each side wall with a hook mem-
ber 30 which comprises. a flat strap portion bolted to the
bulkhead 28 as shown in FIG. 5 and a forwardly extend-
ing hook member having a vertical slot 31. The bulkhead
28 is also cut away from the top edge at 32 similar to the
cutout portions 21 in the bulkhead 17. Mounted just
beneath each cutont portion is a supporting lug 33 through
which a vertical rod 34 extends. The upper end of the rod
34 is surrounded by a coil spring 35 having the bottom
end resting on the lug 33 and the upper end bearing against
a handle portion 36 surmounting the top of the rod 34.
This construction keeps the rod 34 in raised position re-
siliently on the springs 35. The bottom end of the rod 34
is threaded at 37 and the threaded end 37 extends into a
cylindrical portion 38 of a supporting lug 39 mounted on
the bottom portion of the bulkhead 28.

Now with the front and rear sections 11 and 12, as de-
scribed and illustrated in FIG. 2 and 3 floating separately
in the water, they are brought together until the hooked
portions 30 slide into the vertical slots 19 into the posi-
tion shown in FIG. 5. As the hooked portions 30 slide
into the slot 19 it raises the bulkhead 28 and moves the
bulkhead 17 downwardly relative to each other. This al-
lows the supporting lug 39 to slide upwardly over the lug
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22. After the hook 30 has entered the slot 39 until it slips
into the vertical cutout portion 31 as shown in FIG. 5, the
lugs 39 and 22 are in contact with the lug 3% over the lug
22 and the tubular portion 38 over the cylindrical portion
23. It is now only necessary to depress the handles 36
against the action of the springs 35 so that the rod 34
moves downwardly until the threads 37 engage the in-
ternal threads in the collars 23. Turning movement of the
handles 36 causes interlocking of the parts and locking of
the bulkheads to each other at this point. This action also
pulls the handles 36 into the recess portions 21 and 32
and the lower lever of the upper edge of the bulkheads
17 and 28. With the front and rear side walls 15 and 24
abutting each other at the center, see FIG. 6, the recesses
provided at 18 and 29 allow a space to be formed between
the bulkheads 17 and 28 to accommodate the hooks and
rods hereinabove described. An inverted U-shaped center
board 40, see FIG. 1, is now positioned over the top edges
of the bulkheads 17 and 28 to finish off the appearance
of the skiff and to cover the top of the bulkhead and the
handles 36. ‘

In addition to the hook connections at each side edge
and the threaded engagement of the rod 34 and the collars
23, a releasable strap is provided on the upper edge of the
sides-15 and 24 as more fully illustrated in FIG. 6. One
of the sections, in the illustrated form, the rear section
12 is proivded at its upper forward edge with a member
41 having a vertical post portion 42 with a rear undercut
portion, The rear of the front walls 15 in section 11 is pro-
vided with a cam operated strap 43 pivotally mounted in
the member 44 so as the member 44 is swung upwardly
the strap 43 can be hooked under or released from the
post 42. This is a standard strap . closure construction.
By putting such a strap at each side point, see FIG. 1, a
lock is provided at the upper edge of the side walls. Ap-
plicant has found that the locking action at the three
points center, sides and top provide a rigid connection
without flexing so that in actual use the skiff operates as
a unit.

Note that the various connections for joining the skiff
are made while the parts are in the water. The buikheads
17 and 28 are watertight and each section large enough to
support one or two individuals so that in effect when the
skiff is taken apart it forms two separate life boats. They
can be tossed into the water the individuals can seat
themselves in the sections and then the sections are
pulled towards each other and quickly connected in the
water. It should be noted that the hooked portions on each
side 30 and the strap portions 43 can be quickly connected
and the rods 34 can be manipulated to lock the parts to-
gether. The seats 16 and 27 are preferably removable to
allow one part to mest within the other as illustrated in
FIG. 4. This allows the skiff to be stored in a much smaller
space. The sections are fairly light and can easily be
handled by one person. The skiff can be outfitted with the
usual oarlocks with provision made for handling and lift-
ing. It is contemplated that the cost of construction be
not much greater than that of a completed one-piece
skiff. Other advantages of the present invention will be
readily apparent to a person skilled in the art.
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I claim:

1. A two-piece skiff comprising a front boat section
having a watertight bulkhead at the rear thereof, a rear
boat section having a watertight bulkhead at the front
thereof, complementary means on the outer sides of said

_bulkheads for locking said boat sections to each other

when said sections are floating in the water, said comple-
mentary locking means comprising a pair of spaced angle
irons mounted adjacent the bottom edge of the rear sec-
tion bulkhead, said angle irons having vertical central
openings, a vertical rod slidably mounted over each open-
ing, each rod having a threaded lower end and a manually
engageable top, a spring surrounding each rod at the upper
end to resiliently retain each rod in withdrawn position,
spaced angle irons adjacent the bottom edge of the front
section bulkhead, said angle irons on said front section
having threaded openings for receiving the threaded ends
of said rods when said angle irons are in aligned position,
and means on said bulkheads for guiding said sections
toward each other to align said complementary locking
means.

2. A two-piece skiff as in claim 1, wherein said boat
sections are provided with additional complementary
locking means at the adjacent top edges of said sections,
said additional locking means comprising a hook member
mounted at each top side edge adjacent the bulkhead on
one section, and a complementary cam operated loop
mounted on each top side edge of the other section, said
loops engaging said hook members when said sections
are in abutting relation.

3. A two-piece skiff as in claim 1, wherein said guide
means comprises a slot in said front section bulkhead ad-
jacent each side edge, and a flat blade mounted adjacent
each side edge of said rear section bulkhead, said blades
entering said slots to align said sections, said blades hav-
ing vertical slots engaging the bottom edges of said front
bulkhead slots in aligned position.

4. A two-piece skiff as in claim 3, wherein said boat
sections are provided with. additional complementary

-locking means at the adjacent top -edges of said sections,

said additional locking means comprising a hock member
mounted at each top side edge adjacent the bulkhead on
one section, and a complementary cam operated loop
mounted on each top side edge of the other section, said
loops engaging said hook members when said sections are
in abutting relation.

References Cited

UNITED STATES PATENTS
1,575,982 3/1926 Ferris ccmmmom—oCmmmeme o 9—2
1,702,872 271929 Kempin e 9—2
1,781,860 11/1930 Reese —cmmmcmmomceimme 9—2
2,443,768 6/1948 HOUSE wcmmmmmmmceeeee 9--2.
2,650,376  9/1953 SOMMEr - cmsmemeee e 9—2
4/1958 Keith Ccc oo 9-—2

2,829,385

MILTON BUCHLER, Primary Examiner.
BERNARD BELKIN, Assistant Examiner.



