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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JOSEF KALINA, a resi-
dent ot Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga
and State of Ohio, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Lacing Devices
for Shoes, &e.; and T do hereby declare the
following to beafull, clear, and exact descrip-

" tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
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ers skilled in the art to which it pertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for lacing shoes and other articles of
wearing-apparel—such, for instance, as cor-
sets and the plackets of skirts.

The object of this invention is to providea
device that is especially well adapted for la-
cing shoes, that is readily applied and re-
moved from the shoe, that is ecomparatively
inexpensive and durable, and that ean be
readily and easily manipulated.

With this object in view my invention con-
sists in certain features of construection and
combinations of parts hereinafter deseribed,
and pointed out in the claims. :

In the accompanying drawings, Figares I
and II are perspective views of a shoe pro-
vided with my improved lacing or fastening
device.

Referring to the drawings, ¢ and b desig-
nate the two flaps or wings of the shoe,which
are adapted to bs laced or fastened together
by my improved lacing or fastening device,
which comprises any suitable number of pairs
of V-shaped straps ¢, made of leather orother
adequately-durable material. Each flap of
the shoe is provided with a row of buttons e,
that are arranged in line and at equal inter-
vals along and near the edge of the flap, and
the buttons of the one flap are direetly oppo-
site the buttons of the other flap. Hach flap
is provided with three buttons for each pair
of straps, and the two straps of each pair of
straps are fastened to the different flaps, re-
spectively. The shoe illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings is provided with two
pairs of straps, and consequently each flap of
theshoe hasarowof sixbuttons. Xachstrap
has the separated ends of its diverging parts
or branches provided, respectively, with a
buttonhole ¢. The lower strap of each flap
of theshoe hasoneof its buttonholesengaged
by the lowermost button of the said flap and

has its other buttonhole engaged by the third
lowermost or third buatton of the said flap’s
row of buttons. The upper strap of each
shoe-flap has one of its buttonholes engaged
by the uppermost button of the said flap and
has its other buttonhole engaged by the third
uppermost or fourth button of the said flap’s
row of buttons. It will be observed, there-
fore, that each flap is provided with a button
centrally between and in line with the said
flap’s two buttons that are engaged by a strap
of the said flap, and the said intermediate
button is adapted to be engaged by the com-
panion strap of the other shoe-flap at the
crotch of the last-mentioned strap.

The flaps of the shoe during the lacing of
the same are drawn together by pulling upon
each strap of a pair of codperating straps in
the direction of the other strap of the said
pair of straps until the croteh of each strap
is brought into registry with the button in-
termediate of the buitons engaged by the
other strap of the said pair of straps, and
each strap is then slipped over the outer side
of the respective intermediate button, and
the lacing of the shoe is then completed, so
far as the said pair of straps are concerned.
Tt will be observed also that, as illustrated,
both parts or branches of each strap of the
upper pair of straps traverse or extend across
the same side of the other strap of the said
pair of straps when the said straps are ren-
dered operative, as shown in Fig. I, so that
the said straps when rendered inoperative,
as shown in Fig. II, do not limit the extent
that the upper portions of the flaps of the
shoe can be separated.

The parts or branches of each strap of the
lower pair of straps cross opposite sides, re-
spectively, of the other strap of the said pair
of straps, and consequently the said straps
interlock, whereby the shoe when the straps
are rendered inoperative, as shownin Fig. II,
is merely loosened at the lower portions of
the flaps, and the straps limit the extent that
the lower portions of the flaps can be sepa-
rated.

I would remark that my invention com-
prises, broadly,two pairs of V-shaped straps—
that is, straps comprising, respectively, two
diverging parts or branches—with the sepa-
rated ends of the diverging branches of one
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of the straps fastened to one of the flaps or
parts that are to be laced or fastened to-
gether, with the separated ends of the diver-
ging branches of the other strap of the said
pair of straps fastened to the other of the
said flaps or parts, and with a button or
equivalent device attached to each flap cen-
trally between the fastened ends of the strap
attached to the said flap and adapted to be
embraced at its outer side by the croteh-form-
ing portion of the codperating strap of the
other flap.

What I claim is—

1. The combination, with the two flaps or
wings of a shoe or other article of wearing-
apparel, of a pair of straps for closing or
drawing together the said flaps, with each
strap of each pair of straps having diverging
branches, and with the different straps se-
cured, at the separating ends of the diver-
ging branches, to the different flaps, respec-
tively, and each strap having its diverging
branches crossing the different branches, re-
spectively, of the codperating strap at oppo-
site sides, respectively, of the last-mentioned
strap, and means for detachably securing the
strap of each flap, at the contiguous or meet-
ing ends of the diverging branches of the
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said strap, to the other flap, substantially as
shown, for the purpose specified.

2. The combination,with two flaps or wings
of a shoe or other article of wearing-apparel,
of a lower pair of straps and an upper pair
of straps for closing or drawing together the
said flaps, with each strap of each pair of
straps having diverging branches arranged
to cross the branches of the other strap of the
said pair and with the different straps of each
pair secured, at the separated ends of their
diverging branches, to the different flaps, re-
spectively, and each strap of the lower pair
of straps having its divergent branches cross-
ing the different branches, respectively, of
the codperating strap at opppsite sides, re-
spectively, of the last-mentioned strap, and
means for detachably securing each strap of
each flap, at the contiguous or meeting ends
of the diverging branches of the said strap,
to the other flap.

Signed by me at Cleveland, Ohio, this Sth
day of October, 1900.

JOSEF KALINA.

Witnesses:
C. H. DORER,
A. H. PARRATT.
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