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within which is seated in the cup an operating 
disc 2. Said operating disc has a central aper 
ture provided with annularly Spaced V-shaped 
notches 2 fa opening towards the center of said 
disc with their apices preferably disposed radially 
to said center. The stud as shown is polygonal 
(rectangular as shown) in cross-section and its 
edges are adapted to be engaged by said notches. 
22 indicates a dished spring washer seated on 

the top of said operating disc and engaged at 
its upper edges by metal tongues 23 preferably 
cut from the interior metal of the cup flange 
9 and bent down into engagement with the 
rim of said operating disc 2. An auxiliary 
washer 24 is preferably disposed between the bot 
tom of the operating disc and the bottom of the 
drive cup as shown in Figure 4. 
The bottom of the dished spring washer 22 

is yieldingly engaged against the top of the oper 
ating disc 2 so that normally when the upper 
part 0 of the barrel is rotated, said rotation 
will be communicated through the operating disc 
2 to the drive stud 6. But when the lead clutch 
reaches the limit of its movement at either end 
of the barrel so that it cannot with safety be 
moved any further, the dished washer 22 will 
yield, and further rotation of the operating disc 
is prevented. . 
From the foregoing description, it will be seen 

that the invention includes a drive cup and a 
friction clutch made up of a few parts, readily 
and easily assembled. When it is remembered 
how Small these parts are in actual pencils, the 
advantage of this feature Will be fully appre 
ciated by those familiar with the art, 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a mechanical pencil of the kind described, 

including a barrel made in two parts, one rota 
tive with respect to the other, an operating as 
sembly including a drive stud mounted in the 
non-rotatable part, a drive cup provided With 
an annular flange fixed within the rotatable part 
of said barrel, an apertured disc seated in said 
cup provided With means for engaging said drive 
stud, and a yielding member engaged with said 
apertured disc, the flange of said cup being pro 
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vided with circumferentially spaced tongues pro 
jecting inwardly and engaged with said yielding 
member. 

2. In a mechanical pencil of the kind described, 
including a barrel made in two parts, One rotative 
with respect to the other, an operating assembly 
including a drive stud mounted in the non-ro 
tatable part, a drive cup provided with an annu 
lar flange fixed Within the rotatable pa,rt Of Said 
barrel, an apertured disc seated in said cup pro 
vided with means for engaging said drive stud, 
and a yielding member engaged with said aper 
tured disc, the flange of Said cup being pro 
vided with circumferentially Spaced tongues 
struck from the metal of said flange, projecting 
inwardly from said flange, and engaged with 
said yielding member. 

3. In a mechanical pencil of the kind described, 
including a barrel made in two parts, one rota 
tive with respect to the other, an operating as 
sembly including a drive stud mounted in the 
non-rotatable part, a drive cup provided With an 
annular flange fixed within the rotatable part 
of said barrel, an apertured disc mounted in said 
cup provided with means for engaging said drive 
stud, and an apertured dished washer engaged 
with said apertured disc, the flange of said cup 
being provided with circumferentially spaced 
tongues projecting inwardly from said flange and 
engaged with the margin of said spring dished 
Washer. 

4. In a mechanical pencil of the kind described, 
including a barrel made in two parts, one rota 
tive With respect to the other, an operating as 
sembly including a drive stud mounted in the 
non-rotatable part, a drive cup provided with an 
annular flange fixed Within the rotatable part 
of said barrel, an apertured disc mounted in said 
cup provided with means for engaging said drive 
stud, and an apertured dished washer engaged 
with said apertured disc, the flange of said cup 
being provided with circumferentially spaced 
tongues struck from the metal of said flange, 
projecting inwardly from said flange, and en 
gaged With said yielding member. 
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