
(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2005/0194282 A1 

US 2005O194282A1 

Kraimer et al. (43) Pub. Date: Sep. 8, 2005 

(54) RECLOSABLE THERMOFORMED (52) U.S. Cl. ......................... 206/484; 53/453; 206/524.1 
FLEXBLE PACKAGES AND METHOD OF 
MAKING SAME 

(57) ABSTRACT 
(75) Inventors: Amy L. Kraimer, Omro, WI (US); 

Edward L. Haedt, Oshkosh, WI (US) 
A reclosable flexible package containing an article compris 

Correspondence Address: ing a front flexible panel and a rear flexible panel. The 
BEMIS COMPANY, INC. reclosable flexible package has at least one panel comprising 
2200 BADGER AVENUE a thermoplastic film which is thermoformed; a reclosable 
OSHKOSH, WI 54904 (US) fastener means, at least one line of Structural weakness in the 

exterior Surface of the front flexible panel and at least one 
(73) Assignee: Curwood, Inc. line of Structural weakness in the exterior Surface of the rear 
(21) Appl. No.: 10/795,476 flexible panel; and a tamper-evident Structure. The tamper 

evident Structure includes a first portion comprising the front 
(22) Filed: Mar. 8, 2004 flexible panel extending from the at least one line of Struc 

tural weakness in the exterior Surface of the front flexible 
Publication Classification panel to a top Seal (or top Seal portion) and from the at least 

one line of Structural weakness in the exterior Surface of the 
(51) Int. Cl. .................................................. B65D 73/00 rear flexible panel to a top Seal (or top Seal portion). 
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RECLOSABLE THERMOFORMED FLEXBLE 
PACKAGES AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates generally to reclos 
able flexible packages and more specifically, to reclosable 
flexible packages which are thermoformed and may be 
hermetically Sealed if desired. The invention is also con 
cerned with a method of manufacturing the packages 
according to the present invention. 

0002. Over the years, there have been a number of 
improvements to conventional flexible bags and packages 
for containing food and non-food items which have resulted 
in greater convenience to the consumer. Most notable 
improvements in the art have been the addition of reclosable 
and Security features to the flexible package designs. For 
example, goods that are not used completely when the 
package is initially opened rely on a closure mechanism to 
reseal the package and keep the remaining contents fresh 
and contained therein. Reclosability may be accomplished 
by the use of a mechanical fasteners of various types. A 
common type of resealing mechanical fastener is the "Zip 
per-type' having two interlocking Zipper members and may 
include a slider device mounted on top of the fastener. The 
Slider device which is connected to the two interlocking 
members, helps to engage the interlocking Zipper members 
when the slider device is moved in a first direction along the 
Zipper, thereby closing the package. The Slider device also 
helps pry apart or disengage the interlocking Zipper mem 
bers when the Slider device is moved in an opposite direction 
along the Zipper, thereby opening the package. Non-me 
chanical fasteners have also been used to provide reclos 
ability which include peelable and reSealable Strips and 
adhesives. 

0003. Since reclosable packages can easily be opened, 
tamper-evident features have been added which alert the 
consumer to any breach of Security prior to purchase. Often 
the tamper-evident feature is a structural feature Such as a 
hood or shroud which covers part or all of the reclosable 
fastener which must be removed in order to operate to the 
reclosable fastener. 

0004. By way of example, attention is directed to the 
following U.S. patents as representative of various 
approaches of packages having a reclosable and/or tamper 
evident features with which the present invention relates by 
way of improvement: 

0005 U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,246.288 and 4,437.293 disclose a 
reclosable package and a method and apparatus for making 
Such a reclosable package. 

0006 U.S. Pat. No. 4,823,961 to Griesbach et al. and U.S. 
Pat. No. 4,925,316 to Van Erden et al., describe hermetically 
Sealed non-thermoformed packages having a reclosable fas 
tener means comprising interlocking closure Strips being 
operable responsive to digital pull-apart force for accessing 
the contents reserved in the package. 

0007 U.S. Pat. No. 5,246,720 to Buchko describes a 
flexible reclosable package which is thermoformed and 
includes an interlocking fastener means. A Score-line is 
provided adjacent to the top Seal which facilitates the 
removal of the top to gain access into the package. 
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0008 U.S. Pat. No. 6,360,513 to Strand et al. discloses a 
non-thermoformed reclosable bag for filling with a food 
product. The package is provided with a Zipper-type inter 
locking fastener means and Slider device which is covered 
with a folded-hood Structure that Serves as a tamper-evident 
feature. Two Score-lines are also included to help remove the 
folded-hood structure. 

0009 U.S. Pat. No. 6,517,242 to Buchman describes 
non-thermoformed packages having a reclosable fastener 
means comprising a Zipper-type interlocking closure fas 
tener with a Slider device. Disclosed are packages that are 
provided with a tamper-evident feature of various Structures. 
Lines of Structural weaknesses are also provided with which 
to aid in the removal of the tamper-evident Structure. 
0010 U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0219176 to Koc 
cher et al. and U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/02318811 
to Hodson et al. also describe non-thermoformed packages 
having a reclosable fastener means comprising a Zipper-type 
interlocking reclosable fastener means with a slider device, 
and lines of weakness in the package panels. 
0.011 U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0219173 to 
Schneider discloses a thermoformed package having a 
reclosable fastener means comprising a Zipper-type inter 
locking reclosable fastener means with a slider device and a 
tamper-evident Structure which covers the reclosable fas 
tener means. A line of Structural weakness is provided in the 
non-thermoformed package panel to help in the removal of 
the tamper-evident structure. 
0012 Notwithstanding the fairly high state of develop 
ment in the art, packaging manufacturers are continually 
striving to improve the functionality of their flexible pack 
ageS. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0013 The present invention is directed to thermoformed 
flexible packages Suitable for packaging food and non-food 
items. In accordance with the present invention, the pack 
ages are provided with a reclosable fastener means which 
allow the consumer to open and reclose the package at his 
or her own discretion. The packages are further provided 
with a tamper-evident Structure which preserves the integrity 
of the package before purchase and may be easily removed 
to gain access to the reclosable fastener means of the 
package. Accordingly, the packages may further be hermeti 
cally Sealed to protect the food and non-food items con 
tained therein. 

0014. The packages of the present invention include a 
front flexible panel having an interior Surface and an exterior 
Surface and comprising a first thermoplastic film. The pack 
ages also include a rear flexible panel having an interior 
Surface and an exterior Surface and comprising a Second 
thermoplastic film which is thermoformed. The front flex 
ible panel and rear flexible panel each have a perimeter 
having a first peripheral Side edge and an opposing Second 
peripheral Side edge, connected by a peripheral top edge and 
an opposing bottom peripheral edge. The interior Surface of 
the front flexible panel is joined to the interior surface of the 
rear flexible panel by either a contiguous Seal or a plurality 
of Seals. The contiguous Seal includes a first Side Seal 
portion, an opposing Second Side Seal portion, and a top Seal 
portion, an opposing bottom Seal portion in which the Seal 
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portions are connected to form a Seal perimeter between the 
front flexible panel and rear flexible panel thereby forming 
a receptacle cavity. Alternatively, the plurality of Seals 
includes a first Side Seal, an opposing Second Side Seal, and 
a top Seal, an opposing bottom Seal in which the Seals are 
connected to form a perimeter between the front flexible 
panel and rear flexible panel thereby forming a receptacle 
cavity. 

0.015 The package further includes a reclosable fastener 
means which allow a consumer to gain access to the recep 
tacle cavity of the package. The reclosable fastener means is 
disposed between the interior surface of the front flexible 
panel and the interior Surface of the rear flexible panel. A 
tamper-evident Structure is also incorporated into the pack 
age to encompass the reclosable fastener means thereby 
giving the consumer a visual indication that the integrity of 
the package has been compromised. The tamper-evident 
Structure Serves as a barrier to the reclosable fastener means 
by having a first portion comprising the front flexible panel 
which extends from at least one line of Structural weakness 
in the exterior Surface of the front panel to either the top Seal 
portion or top Seal, and a Second portion comprising the rear 
flexible panel which extends from at least one line of 
Structural weakness in the exterior Surface of the rear panel 
to either the top Seal portion or the top Seal. 
0016 To facilitate the removal of the tamper-evident 
Structure, the package further includes at least one line of 
Structural weakness in the exterior Surface of the front panel 
which extends transversely from one Side peripheral edge of 
the package to the opposite Second Side peripheral edge, and 
at least one line of Structural weakness in the exterior Surface 
of the rear panel which extends transversely from one side 
peripheral edge of the package to the opposite Second Side 
peripheral edge. The at least one line of Structural weakness 
in the exterior Surface of the front panel and the at least one 
line of Structural weakness in the exterior Surface of the rear 
panel are both positioned below and adjacent to the reclos 
able fastener means. 

0.017. In one embodiment, the inventive package includes 
an interior surface of the front flexible panel joined to the 
interior Surface of the rear flexible panel by a contiguous Seal 
Such that the contiguous Seal comprises a first Side Seal 
portion, an opposing Second Side Seal portion, and a top Seal 
portion, an opposing bottom Seal portion. The Seal portions 
are connected to form a Seal perimeter between the front 
flexible panel and rear flexible panel thereby forming a 
receptacle cavity. 

0.018. Each seal portion may be either a hermetic seal or 
a non-hermetic Seal, preferably, a hermetic Seal. 
0019. In another embodiment, the inventive package 
includes an interior Surface of the front flexible panel joined 
to the interior surface of the rear flexible panel by a plurality 
of Seals comprising a first Side Seal, an opposing Second Side 
Seal, and a top Seal, an opposing bottom Seal. The Seals are 
connected to form a perimeter between the front flexible 
panel and rear flexible panel thereby forming a receptacle 
cavity. 

0020 Preferably, the first side seal extends longitudinally 
between the peripheral top Sedge and the peripheral bottom 
edge and is positioned proximate to the first peripheral side 
edge; the Second Side Seal is opposite to the first Side Seal and 
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extends longitudinally between the peripheral top Sedge and 
the peripheral bottom edge and is positioned proximate to 
the Second peripheral Side edge; the top Seal extends trans 
versely from the first peripheral Side edge to the Second 
peripheral Side edge and is positioned proximate to the 
peripheral top edge; and the bottom Seal is opposite to the 
top Seal and extends transversely from the first peripheral 
Side edge to the opposing Second peripheral side edge and is 
positioned proximate to the peripheral bottom edge. 

0021. Each seal may be either a hermetic seal or non 
hermetic Seal, preferably, a hermetic Seal. 

0022. In a particular embodiment, the present invention is 
directed to a thermoformed reclosable package having a 
reclosable fastener comprising a peelable resealing Strip. 

0023. In another particular embodiment, the present 
invention is directed to a thermoformed reclosable package 
having a reclosable fastener comprising a first interlocking 
member and a Second interlocking member. Preferably, the 
first interlocking member and the Second interlocking mem 
ber are adapted to engage and disengage with each other. 

0024. In another particular embodiment, the present 
invention is directed to a thermoformed reclosable package 
having a reclosable fastener comprising a first interlocking 
member, a Second interlocking member and a slider device. 
Preferably, the first interlocking member includes an attach 
ment flange. Preferably, the Second interlocking member 
includes an attachment flange. 
0025. In still another particular embodiment, the inven 
tive package includes a reclosable fastener means compris 
ing a first interlocking member having a attachment flange 
which is sealed to the interior Surface of the front flexible 
panel, and a Second interlocking member having a attach 
ment flange which is Sealed to the interior Surface of the rear 
flexible panel. 

0026 Preferably, the at least one line of structural weak 
neSS in the exterior Surface of the front flexible panel has a 
depth which is less than the entire thickness of the front 
flexible panel. 

0027 Preferably, the at least one line of structural weak 
neSS in the exterior Surface of the rear flexible panel has a 
depth which is less than the entire thickness of the rear 
flexible panel. 

0028 Preferably, the taper-evident structure covers a 
portion of the reclosable fastener means, more preferably, 
the taper-evident Structure covers the entire reclosable fas 
tener meanS. 

0029. In yet another particular embodiment, the inventive 
package includes a frangible Seal joining the interior Surface 
of the front flexible panel to the interior surface of the rear 
flexible panel and extends transversely from the first periph 
eral Side edge to the opposing Second peripheral Side edge 
and is positioned below and adjacent to the at least one line 
of Structural weakness in the exterior Surface of the front 
flexible panel and the at least one line of Structural weakness 
in the exterior surface of the rear flexible panel. 

0030 This disclosure is also directed to a process of 
manufacturing the reclosable thermoformed packages for 
containing an article. 
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0031. In one particular embodiment, the present inven 
tion is directed to a method comprising dispensing a rear 
flexible panel from a first roll in which the rear flexible panel 
comprises a first thermoplastic film; providing a reclosable 
fastener means, tacking the reclosable fastener means to the 
interior Surface of the rear flexible panel; thermoforming the 
rear flexible panel; placing an article onto the rear flexible 
pane, dispensing a front flexible panel from a Second roll to 
cover the article, joining the reclosable fastener means to 
both the interior surface of the rear flexible panel and the 
interior surface of the front flexible panel to form a seal 
perimeter between the front flexible panel and the rear 
flexible panel thereby defining a receptacle cavity there 
within, Such that the Seal perimeter includes an aperture 
adapted to allow the receptacle cavity to communicate with 
the outside of Said package; modifying the atmosphere 
within the receptacle cavity through said aperture in Said 
Seal perimeter; and Sealing the aperture of the Seal perimeter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0.032 FIG. 1 is a partially schematic, front plan view of 
one embodiment of a thermoformed flexible package 
according to the present invention with a turned up corner 
having of a first example of a reclosable fastener means. 
0.033 FIG. 2 is a schematic, cross-sectional view of one 
embodiment of the thermoformed flexible package taken 
along line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
0034 FIG. 3 is a partially schematic, front plan view of 
another embodiment of a thermoformed flexible package 
according to the present invention with a turned up corner 
having of a Second example of the reclosable fastener 
CS. 

0035 FIG. 4 is a schematic view of one embodiment of 
a preferred process of manufacturing thermoformed flexible 
packages according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

0.036 AS used herein, the term “thermoformed” refers to 
a thermoplastic film or sheet which has been heated until 
Softened and then formed, molded, drawn, or vacuum pulled 
into a desired shape. In the thermoforming process, a 
thermoplastic film sheet is fed through an oven and heated 
to bring it to a thermoformable temperature. The sheet is 
heated to a Softening point and may be either immediately 
shaped to the desired configuration or advanced to a forming 
Station and then drawn to a predetermined shape. Differen 
tial preSSure is maintained until the film has cooled. 
0037 AS used herein, the phrase “thermoplastic film' 
refers to any mono-layer or multilayer polymeric materials 
that Soften when exposed to heat and returns to its original 
condition when cooled to room temperature. In general, 
thermoplastic films may include, but are not limited to, 
natural polymers, biodegradable polymers, and Synthetic 
polymerS Such as polyolefins, including polyethylenes, 
polypropylenes, polybutylenes, polyamides, polyesters, eth 
ylene/vinyl alcohol copolymers, polyvinylidene chlorides 
and the like. Thermoplastic materials may also include any 
Synthetic polymer that are croSS-linked by either radiation or 
chemical reaction during a manufacturing process operation. 
0.038. As used herein, the term “multilayer” refers to a 
plurality of layers in a single film Structure generally in the 
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form of a sheet or web which can be made from a polymeric 
material or a non-polymeric material bonded together by any 
conventional means known in the art, i.e., coextrusion, 
extrusion coating, and lamination, Vacuum vapor deposition 
coating, Solvent coating, emulsion coating, or Suspension 
coating or combination of one or more thereof. The multi 
layer films may include as many layerS as desired. 
0039. As used herein, the term “polymer” refers to the 
product of a polymerization reaction, and is inclusive of 
homopolymers and copolymers, including bipolymers, ter 
polymers, etc. In general, the layers of a film can consist 
essentially of a single polymer, or can have still additional 
polymers together there with, i.e., blended therewith. 
0040 AS used herein, the phrase “structural weakness” 
refers to perforations, holes, Score lines, laser Score lines, 
tear lines, tear Strips, cut patterns, and microperforations in 
a film Structure Specifically designed to minimize the digital 
force required to tear apart a portion of a film or sheet and 
create a predetermined tear path for removal of a portion of 
the film. It should be understood that the use of the phrase 
"structural weakness' should include an area of the package 
that is intentionally designed to be easily torn by the 
consumer to allow exposure to the reclosable fastener 
CS. 

0041 AS used herein, the terms “joining” and “sealing” 
are used interchangeably and are defined as directly adher 
ing the Subject Surface to the object Surface using an 
adhesive, a cold-seal, heat-seal or other means known to 
those skilled in the art. 

0042. As defined herein, the term “cold-seal” refers to the 
union of a Surface (or portion thereof) of one film to a 
surface (or portion thereof) of another film or of two 
different portions of a surface of the same film by means of 
an adhesive material. 

0043. As used herein, the term “heat-seal” refers to the 
union of a Surface (or portion thereof) of one film to a 
surface (or portion thereof) of another film or of two 
different portions of a Surface of the same film using heat 
and pressure. The heat-Seal is achieved by bringing two 
Surfaces or portions of a Surface into contact, or at least close 
proximity, with one another and then applying Sufficient heat 
and pressure to a predetermined area of the two Surfaces to 
cause the contacting Surfaces to become molten and intermix 
with one another, thereby forming as essentially inseparable 
fusion bond between the two surfaces in the predetermined 
area when the heat and preSSure are removed therefrom and 
the area is allowed to cool. 

0044 As used herein, the phrase “hermetic Seal” refers a 
Seal on a container or package that has been completely 
closed by fusion (heat) or other comparable means So as to 
prevent any external atmosphere from entering the package 
through the Sealed area. 
0045. As used herein, the term “tacking” refers to the step 
of adhering or Sealing a Surface of one object to a Surface of 
a second object by either fusion (heat) or an adhesive Such 
that the two Surface are bonded temporarily. Generally, 
tacking a Surface of one object to another Surface of a Second 
object results in a non-hermetic Seal. 
0046 Although the disclosure hereof is detailed and 
sufficient to enable those skilled in the art to practice the 
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invention, the physical embodiments herein disclosed 
merely exemplify the invention which may be embodied in 
other specific structures or methods. While the preferred 
embodiment has been described, the details may be changed 
without departing from the invention, which is defined by 
the claims. 

0047 The present invention is both a method and a 
structure resulting from the method. The method of the 
present invention, while unique and fully described herein, 
may be used on machinery known to a perSon of ordinary 
skill in the art. 

0.048 While reclosable flexible packages using various 
reclosable fastener means and tamper-evident Structures are 
well known, it is believed that the advantages of the present 
invention are not apparent from the known reclosable pack 
ages of the prior art. 
0049 Attention is directed to the present invention which 
will be described hereunder in detail with reference to the 
accompanying drawings mentioned above, wherein like 
numerals represent like parts throughout the Several views. 
0050 FIG. 1 is a schematic, front plan view of a ther 
moformed flexible package of one embodiment of the 
reclosable fastener means according to the present inven 
tion. AS shown, package 10 is depicted with a turned up 
corner comprising a front flexible panel 11 having an interior 
surface 12a (See FIG. 2) and an exterior surface 12b and a 
rear flexible panel 13 having an interior surface 14a (See 
FIG. 2) and an exterior Surface 14b, the latter (i.e., rear 
flexible panel 13) being thermoformed to provide a recep 
tacle cavity 15 (See FIG. 2) for containing a food or 
non-food item. The interior Surfaces and exterior Surfaces of 
front and rear flexible panels 11 and 13 are relative to the 
package 10. 
0051. It should be appreciated by a person of ordinary 
skill in the art that the front flexible panel 11 may comprises 
any mono-layer or multilayer thermoplastic film Suitable for 
packaging food and non-food items and should not be 
limited to any particular film composition. It should also be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art that the rear flexible 
panel 13 may be any mono-layer or multilayer thermoplastic 
film capable of being thermoformed and Suitable for pack 
aging food and non-food items. The rear flexible panel 13 
may comprise thermoplastics which include, but is not 
limited to, polyesters, preferably, polyethylene terephtha 
lates, most preferably, non-oriented polyethylene terephtha 
lates, polyamides, preferably, cast polyamides and blends 
thereof, Such as those films described in U.S. patent appli 
cation Ser. No. 10/237,949 to Schell et al., entitled “Pack 
aging Films Containing Coextruded Polyester And Nylon 
Layers', which is expressly incorporated herein by refer 
CCC. 

0.052 It should also be appreciated by a person of ordi 
nary skill in the art that the mon-layer or multilayer ther 
moplastic films in View of the present invention and 
described hereinabove may be provided by conventional 
film forming processes which include, but are not limited to, 
for example, extrusion, coextrusion, Single- or double 
bubble blown film extrusion, cast extrusion, lamination, 
coating lamination or Similar processes or a combination 
thereof. 

0053. The depicted package 10 has a first peripheral side 
edge 16 and opposing Second peripheral Side edge 17. The 
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first peripheral Side edge 16 and opposing Second peripheral 
Side edge 17 are connected by a peripheral top Side 18 and 
opposing peripheral bottom Side edge 19. It is understood 
that the terms “top” and “bottom' are relative terms used in 
respect to package 10 as shown in FIGS. 1-3. It is further 
understood that package 10 can be oriented in different 
directions, So that, for example, peripheral top side 18 would 
not be at the top most portion of the figure but would be 
positioned else where. 

0054) Interior surface 12a (See FIG. 2) of front flexible 
panel 11 is joined to interior surface 14a (See FIG. 2) of rear 
flexible panel 13 by a plurality of seals which include a first 
Side Seal 20, an opposing Second Side Seal 21, and a top Seal 
22, an opposing bottom Seal 23. The Seals are connected to 
form a seal perimeter 24 between front flexible panel 11 and 
rear flexible panel 13 thereby forming a receptacle cavity 15 
(See FIG. 2) of package 10. First side seal 20, opposing 
Second Side Seal 21, and top Seal 22, opposing bottom Seal 
23 may each be a cold-Seal or a heat-Seal, preferably, a 
heat-Seal, most preferably, a hermetic heat-Seal. 
0055 A reclosable fastener means 25 having a slider 
device 26 is provided across the top portion of package 10 
extending from first peripheral side edge 16 to Second 
peripheral side edge 17. A slider device 26 is mounted on 
reclosable fastener means 25 to facilitate opening and clos 
ing of the reclosable fastener. Suitable reclosable fastener 
means according to the present invention may include, but 
are not limited to, those reclosable fastener means having 
interlocking members, preferably, interlocking members and 
a slider device. Suitable reclosable fastener means, in gen 
eral, are known and are taught, for example, in U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 5,063,644; 5,301,394, 5,442,837; 5,964,532; 6,409, 
384; 6,439,770; 6,524,002; 6,527,444; 6,609,827; 6,616, 
333; 6,632,021; 6,663,283; 6,666,580; 6,679,027; and U.S. 
Patent Application Nos. 2002/0097923; and 2002/0196987, 
each of which is incorporated by reference herein. It will be 
noted that the reclosable fastener means is not limited to any 
particular number of interlocking members and/or Slider 
device structure. It will be appreciated that the reclosable 
fastener means may be chosen which does not include a 
Slider device and/or interlocking members. 
0056 Referring to FIG. 1, on the exterior surface 12b of 
front flexible panel 11 is at least one line of structural 
weakness 27 and on the exterior Surface 14b of rear flexible 
panel 13 is at least one line of structural weakness 28. 
Formation of the at least one line of structural weakness 27 
and 28 may be accomplished by methods disclosed in U.S. 
Pat. Nos. 3,626,143; 3,909,582; 4,778,058; 4.834,245; 
5,001,325; 5,613,779; 5,630,308; and 6,427,420, which are 
hereby incorporated by reference. It will be appreciated that 
both at least one line of structural weaknesses 27 and 28 may 
be provided in a variety of shapes including curves or 
Sinusoidal and may also be provided either continuously or 
intermittently across exterior surface 12b of front flexible 
panel 11 and across exterior surface 14b of rear flexible 
panel 13 from first peripheral side edge 16 to second 
peripheral side edge 17. While at least one line of structural 
weaknesses 27 may be provided having a depth of the entire 
thickness of front flexible panel 11 and at least one line of 
Structural weaknesses 28 may be provided having a depth of 
the entire thickness of rear flexible panel 13 rear flexible 
panel 13, e.g. by intermittent perforations or Slits, it is 
preferred that each of the at least one line of Structural 
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weaknesses has a depth of less than the entire thickness of 
the panel that it is formed on. It will be appreciated that one 
or both of the at least one line of structural weakness 27 and 
28 may be provided in any length acroSS each panel between 
from first peripheral Side edge 16 to Second peripheral side 
edge 17. It will be understood that each of the at least one 
line of structural weakness 27 and 28 may positioned in 
anywhere between top peripheral edge 18 and opposing 
bottom peripheral edge 19 with the proviso that each of the 
at least one line of Structural weakness is positioned below 
the reclosable fastener means 25. Package 10 has a tamper 
evident structure 29 which is further described below with 
respect to FIG. 2. 
0057 FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of one 
embodiment of package 10 taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
It should be especially noted that FIG. 2 is a schematic 
drawing and therefore not to Scale having features exagger 
ated or otherwise dimensioned to facilitate clarity of descrip 
tion. AS best Seen in FIG. 2, package 10 has a tamper 
evident structure 29 having a first portion 30 comprising 
front flexible panel 11 which extends from the at least one 
line of Structural weakness 27 to the top Seal 22 and a Second 
portion 31 comprising rear flexible panel 13 which extends 
from the structural weakness 28 to the top seal 22. It will be 
appreciated that tamper-evident Structure 29 provides an 
envelope within which reclosable fastener means 25 (and, if 
included, slider device 26) reside. It will also be noted that 
the tamper-evident structure 29 is positioned over reclosable 
fastener means 25 (and, if included, slider device 26) as a 
barrier to the reclosable fastener means 25 and slider device 
26. It will be also appreciated that to gain access to the 
receptacle cavity 15 (See FIG. 2), the tamper-evident struc 
ture 29 needs to be either partially or entirely removed, 
thereby further giving a visual indication that the integrity of 
the package has been compromised. It will be further 
appreciated that both of the at least one line of Structural 
weaknesses 27 and 28 serve to facilitate the removal of the 
tamper-evident structure 29. 

0.058. The reclosable fastener means 25 is shown com 
prising a first interlocking member 32 with an attachment 
flange 33 and a second interlocking member 34 with an 
attachment flange 35. It will be appreciated that first and 
Second interlocking members 32 and 34 may each include an 
attachment flange which may be integral to the first and 
second interlocking members. As is shown in FIG. 2, the 
first interlocking member 32 is adhered to the interior 
surface 12a of the front flexible panel 11 via attachment 
flange 33 and the second interlocking member 34 is adhered 
to the interior surface 14a of rear flexible panel 13 via 
attachment flange 35. A receptacle cavity 15 of package 10 
is provided between the interior surface 12a of front flexible 
panel 11 and the interior surface 14a of rear flexible panel 13 
being delimited by first seal 20 (See FIG. 1), opposing 
Second side Seal 21 (See FIG. 1), and top Seal 22, opposing 
bottom seal 23. 

0059 FIG. 3 is a partially schematic, front plan view of 
another embodiment of a thermoformed flexible package 10' 
according to the present invention with a turned up corner 
and includes a Second example of the reclosable fastener 
means. Package 10' is depicted having interior Surface 12"a 
of front flexible panel 11' joined to interior surface 14'a of 
rear flexible panel 13' by a contiguous seal 36. Contiguous 
Seal 36 includes a first Seal portion 37, an opposing Second 
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Side Seal portion 38, and a top Seal portion 39, an opposing 
bottom seal portion 40. The seal portions are connected to 
form a seal perimeter 24' between front flexible panel 11" and 
rear flexible panel 13' thereby forming receptacle cavity 15'. 
Reclosable fastener means 25" is depicted without a slider 
device. Reclosable fastener means 25' may further comprise, 
if desired, a first interlocking member 32' (not shown) and 
a Second interlocking member 34 (not shown) and attach 
ment flanges 33' and 35" (both not shown). Reclosable 
fastener means 25" is provided across the top portion of 
package 10' extending from first peripheral Side edge 16" to 
second peripheral side edge 17". Suitable reclosable fastener 
means of this type, in general, are known to those skilled in 
the art and have been described in detail in U.S. Pat. Nos. 
4,782,951; 4,786,190, 4,823,961; 4,925,316; 5,014,856; and 
5,050,736, the disclosures of which are hereby incorporated 
by reference. 
0060 Alternatively, the reclosable fastener means may 
comprise either an adhesive or a peelable resealing Strip, 
both of which are suitable for use in the present invention. 
These types of reclosable Systems, in general, are known to 
those skilled in the art and are taught in, for example, U.S. 
Pat. Nos. 3,454,210; 4,415,087; 5,078,509; 5,089,320; 
5,172,854; 5,382,472; and 5,882,749, the disclosures of 
which are hereby incorporated by reference. 

0061 Referring again to FIG. 3, on the exterior surface 
12"b of front flexible panel 11" is at least one line of structural 
WeakneSS 27" and on the exterior Surface 14b of rear flexible 
panel 13' is at least one line of structural weakness 28. 
Package 10' is also depicted as having an optional frangible 
seal 41. Frangible seal 41 joins the interior surface 12'a of 
front flexible panel 11" to the interior surface 14'a of rear 
flexible panel 13' and is provided transversely across from 
first Side Seal 20' to opposing Second Side Seal 21" disposed 
adjacent to and below the structural weaknesses 27" and 28. 
Frangible seal 41 may be used to provide an additional 
tamper-evident feature to packages according to the present 
invention. 

0062 FIG. 4 is a schematic view of one embodiment of 
a preferred process of manufacturing thermoformable flex 
ible packages according to the present invention. The pro 
ceSS line progresses from left to right So that the final filled 
package, Such as, for example, package 10 as illustrated in 
FIG. 1, is at the right side of the figure. Starting at the 
left-hand side of FIG. 4, rear flexible panel 13 having an 
interior Surface 14a, an exterior Surface 14b and at least one 
line of structural weakness 28 (See FIG. 1) in exterior 
surface 14b, is dispensed from roll 42. A reclosable fastener 
means 25 having first interlocking member (See FIG. 2) 
with attachment flange (See FIG. 2), and second interlock 
ing member (See FIG. 2) with attachment flange (See FIG. 
2) is provided from roll 43 and then tacked to the interior 
surface 14a of rear flexible panel 13 at point 44. A heating 
device 45 may be used to soften exterior surface 14b 
(underside) of rear flexible panel 13 so that rear flexible 
panel 13 may be thermoformed at point 46. Next, an article 
Such as a food or non-food item is placed onto rear flexible 
panel 13 at point 47. 

0063. The next step of the inventive process is dispensing 
front flexible panel 11 having interior Surface 12a, exterior 
Surface 12b and at least one line of structural weakness 27 
in exterior Surface 12b from roll 48 to cover the article at 
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point 49. Specifically, front flexible panel 11 is disposed 
Such that the at least one line of Structural weakness 27 in 
exterior Surface 12b is parallel with and, preferably, Super 
imposed over the at least one line of Structural weakness 28 
in exterior Surface 14b of rear flexible panel 13 as depicted 
in FIG. 2. 

0.064 Reclosable fastener means 25 is then joined to both 
interior surface 12a of front flexible panel 11 and interior 
surface 14a rear flexible panel 13 at point 50. Alternatively, 
if interlocking members 32 and 34 are present as part of the 
reclosable fastener means 25, then interlocking member 32 
is joined to interior surface 12a of front flexible panel 11 and 
interlocking member 34 is joined to interior surface 14a of 
rear flexible panel 13. Alternatively, if attachment flanges 33 
and 35 are present as part of interlocking members 32 and 
34, respectively, then reclosable fastener means 24 is 
Secured to package 10 by joining attachment flange 33 to 
interior surface 12a and attachment flange 35 to interior 
surface 14a as depicted in FIG. 2. 
0065) Next, at point 51, front flexible panel 11 is joined 
to rear flexible panel 13 to form a seal perimeter 24 (See 
FIG. 1) between front flexible panel 11 and rear flexible 
panel 13 thereby forming a receptacle cavity 15 (See FIG. 
2) of package 10. Preferably, seal perimeter 24 is formed 
such that an aperture 52 (not shown) is formed which is 
adapted to allow receptacle cavity 15 to communicate with 
the outside of package 10 Subsequently, at point 53, the 
atmosphere within receptacle cavity 15 is modified through 
the aperture 52. Modifying the atmosphere within receptacle 
cavity 15 may include, for example, but is not limited to, 
withdrawing the air inside the receptacle cavity and/or 
flushing the receptacle cavity with nitrogen or argon gas. 
Finally, aperture 52 is sealed at point 54 which may be 
performed under vacuum and/or modified-atmosphere con 
ditions. 

0.066. It should be understood that the relative order in 
which the process Steps of the inventive method are carried 
out may vary Such that the Step of thermoforming the rear 
flexible panel may be performed either after the step of 
dispensing a rear flexible panel and before the Step of 
providing a reclosable fastener means or after the Step of 
tacking the reclosable fastener means to the interior Surface 
of the rear flexible panel. 
0067. Many modifications and other embodiments of the 
invention will come to mind to one skilled in the art to which 
this invention pertains having the benefit of the teachings 
presented in the foregoing descriptions and the associated 
drawings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the invention 
is not to be limited to the specific embodiments disclosed 
and that modifications and other embodiments are intended 
to be included within the Scope of the appended claims. 
Although specific terms are employed herein, they are used 
in a generic and descriptive Sense only and not for purposes 
of limitation. 

1. A package containing an article, Said package compris 
ing: 

(a) a front flexible panel comprising a first thermoplastic 
film, wherein said front flexible panel includes an 
interior Surface and an exterior Surface relative to Said 
package; 
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(b) a rear flexible panel opposing said front flexible panel 
and comprising a Second thermoplastic film, wherein 
Said rear flexible panel includes an interior Surface and 
an exterior Surface relative to Said package, wherein 
Said Second thermoplastic film is thermoformed, 

(c) wherein said front flexible panel and said rear flexible 
panel each have a perimeter having a first peripheral 
Side edge and an opposing Second peripheral Side edge, 
connected by a peripheral top edge, and an opposing 
peripheral bottom edge, 

(d) wherein said interior surface of said front flexible 
panel is joined to Said interior Surface of Said rear 
flexible panel by either a contiguous Seal or a plurality 
of Seals, wherein 
(i) said contiguous Seal comprises a first side Seal 

portion, an opposing Second Side Seal portion, and a 
top Seal portion, an opposing bottom Seal portion, 
wherein Said Seal portions are connected to form a 
Seal perimeter between Said front flexible panel and 
Said rear flexible panel thereby forming a receptacle 
cavity; 

(ii) said plurality of Seals comprises a first Side Seal, an 
opposing Second Side Seal, and a top Seal, an oppos 
ing bottom Seal, wherein Said plurality of Seals are 
connected to form a Seal perimeter between Said 
front flexible panel and said rear flexible panel 
thereby forming a receptacle cavity; 

(e) a reclosable fastener means to provide an entree to said 
receptacle cavity, wherein Said reclosable fastener 
means is positioned between Said interior Surface of 
Said front flexible panel and Said interior Surface of Said 
rear flexible panel; 

(f) at least one line of Structural weakness in Said exterior 
Surface of Said front flexible panel extending trans 
Versely from Said first peripheral Side edge to Said 
Second peripheral side edge, positioned below and 
adjacent to Said reclosable fastener means, 

(g) at least one line of structural weakness in Said exterior 
Surface of Said rear flexible panel extending trans 
Versely between Said first peripheral Side edge and Said 
Second peripheral side edge, positioned below and 
adjacent to Said reclosable fastener means, and 

(h) a tamper-evident structure having a first portion com 
prising Said front flexible panel which extends from 
Said at least one line of Structural weakness in Said 
exterior surface of said front flexible panel to either 
Said top Seal portion or said top Seal, and a Second 
portion comprising Said rear flexible panel which 
extends from Said at least one line of Structural weak 
neSS in Said exterior Surface of Said rear flexible panel 
to either said top Seal portion or Said top Seal. 

2. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein 

(a) said first side Seal extends longitudinally between said 
peripheral top edge and Said peripheral bottom edge 
and is positioned proximate to Said first peripheral Side 
edge; 

(b) said Second side Seal is opposite to said first Side Seal 
and extends longitudinally from Said peripheral top 
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edge to Said peripheral bottom edge and is positioned 
proximate to Said Second peripheral Side edge, 

(c) said top Seal extends transversely from said first 
peripheral Side edge to Said Second peripheral Side edge 
and is positioned proximate to Said peripheral top edge; 

(d) said bottom Seal is opposite to said top Seal and 
extends transversely from Said first peripheral Side edge 
to Said Second peripheral Side edge and is positioned 
proximate to Said peripheral bottom edge. 

3. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said package is hermetically Sealed. 

4. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said reclosable fastener means comprises a first 
interlocking member and a Second interlocking member. 

5. A package containing an article according to claim 4, 
wherein Said first interlocking member of Said reclosable 
fastener means further comprises an attachment flange. 

6. A package containing an article according to claim 5, 
wherein Said attachment flange of Said first interlocking 
member is Sealed to Said interior Surface of Said front 
flexible panel. 

7. A package containing an article according to claim 4, 
wherein Said Second interlocking member of Said reclosable 
fastener means further comprises an attachment flange. 

8. A package containing an article according to claim 7, 
wherein Said attachment flange of Said Second interlocking 
member is Sealed to Said interior Surface of Said rear flexible 
panel. 

9. A package containing an article according to claim 4, 
wherein Said first interlocking member of Said reclosable 
fastener means and Said Second interlocking member of Said 
reclosable fastener means are adapted to engage and disen 
gage with each other. 

10. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said reclosable fastener means further comprises a 
Slider device connected to Said first interlocking member and 
Said Second interlocking member. 

11. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said reclosable fastener means is a peelable reseal 
ing Strip. 

12. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said at least one line of Structural weakness in Said 
exterior Surface of Said front panel has a depth of less than 
the entire thickness of Said front panel. 

13. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said at least one line of Structural weakness in Said 
exterior Surface of Said rear panel has a depth of less than the 
entire thickness of Said rear panel. 

14. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said tamper-evident Structure covers a portion of 
Said reclosable fastener means. 

15. A package containing an article according to claim 14, 
wherein Said tamper-evident Structure covers the entire Said 
reclosable fastener means. 

16. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
further comprising a frangible Seal joining Said interior 
Surface of Said front panel to Said interior Surface of Said rear 
flexible panel and extends transversely from said first 
peripheral Side edge to Said Second peripheral side edge, and 
is positioned below and adjacent to Said at least one line of 
Structural weakness in Said exterior Surface of Said front 
flexible panel and at least one line of Structural weakness in 
Said exterior Surface of Said rear flexible panel. 
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17. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said contiguous Seal is a heat-Seal. 

18. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said plurality of Seals are each a heat-Seal. 

19. A package containing an article according to claim 1, 
wherein Said first thermoplastic film and Said Second ther 
moplastic film are the same thermoplastic film. 

20. A package containing an article comprising: 
(a) a front flexible panel comprising a first thermoplastic 

film, wherein said front flexible panel includes an 
interior Surface and an exterior Surface relative to Said 
package; 

(b) a rear flexible panel opposing said front flexible panel 
and comprising a Second thermoplastic film, wherein 
Said rear flexible panel includes an interior Surface and 
an exterior Surface relative to Said package, wherein 
Said Second thermoplastic film is thermoformed; 

(c) wherein said front flexible panel and said rear flexible 
panel each have a perimeter having a first peripheral 
Side edge and an opposing Second peripheral Side edge, 
connected by a peripheral top edge, and an opposing 
peripheral bottom edge, 

(d) wherein said interior surface of said front flexible 
panel is joined to Said interior Surface of Said rear 
flexible panel by a plurality of Seals, wherein Said 
plurality of Seals comprises 

(i) a first side Seal extending longitudinally between 
Said peripheral top edge and Said peripheral bottom 
edge and positioned proximate to Said first peripheral 
Side edge; 

(ii) a Second side Seal opposite to said first Side Seal and 
extending longitudinally from Said peripheral top 
edge to Said peripheral bottom edge and positioned 
proximate to Said Second peripheral Side edge; 

(iii) a top Seal extending transversely from Said first 
peripheral Side edge to Said Second peripheral Side 
edge and positioned proximate to Said peripheral top 
edge; 

(iv) a bottom Seal opposite to said top Seal and extend 
ing transversely from Said first peripheral Side edge 
to Said Second peripheral Side edge and positioned 
proximate to Said peripheral bottom edge; 

(v) wherein said plurality of Seals are connected to form 
a Seal perimeter between Said front flexible panel and 
Said rear flexible panel thereby forming a receptacle 
cavity; 

(e) a reclosable fastener means to provide an entree to said 
receptacle cavity, wherein Said reclosable fastener 
means is positioned between Said interior Surface of 
Said front flexible panel and Said interior Surface of Said 
rear flexible panel and comprises a first interlocking 
member and a Second interlocking member adapted to 
engage and disengage with each other; 

(f) at least one line of Structural weakness in Said exterior 
Surface of Said front flexible panel extending trans 
Versely from Said first peripheral Side edge to Said 
Second peripheral side edge, positioned below and 
adjacent to Said reclosable fastener means, 
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(g) at least one line of Structural weakness in Said exterior 
Surface of Said rear flexible panel extending trans 
versely between Said first peripheral Side edge and Said 
Second peripheral Side edge, positioned below and 
adjacent to Said reclosable fastener means, and 

(h) a tamper-evident structure having a first portion com 
prising Said front flexible panel which extends from 
Said at least one line of Structural weakness in Said 
exterior Surface of Said front flexible panel to Said top 
Seal and a Second portion comprising Said rear flexible 
panel which extends from Said at least one line of 
Structural weakness in Said exterior Surface of Said rear 
flexible panel to Said top Seal. 

21. A package containing an article according to claim 20, 
wherein Said first interlocking member of reclosable fastener 
means further comprises an attachment flange. 

22. A package containing an article according to claim 21, 
wherein Said attachment flange of Said first interlocking 
member is Sealed to Said interior Surface of Said front 
flexible panel. 

23. A package containing an article according to claim 20, 
wherein Said Second interlocking member of reclosable 
fastener means further comprises an attachment flange. 

24. A package containing an article according to claim 23, 
wherein Said attachment flange of Second interlocking mem 
ber is sealed to said interior Surface of said rear flexible 
panel. 

25. A package containing an article according to claim 20, 
wherein Said at least one line of Structural weakness in Said 
exterior surface of said front flexible panel has a depth of 
less than the entire thickness of said front flexible panel. 

26. A package containing an article according to claim 20, 
wherein Said at least one line of Structural weakness in Said 
exterior Surface of Said rear flexible panel has a depth of leSS 
than the entire thickness of Said rear flexible panel. 

27. A package containing an article according to claim 20, 
further comprising a frangible Seal joining Said interior 
Surface of Said front panel to Said interior Surface of Said rear 
panel and extending transversely from Said first peripheral 
Side edge to Said Second peripheral Side edge, wherein Said 
frangible Seal is positioned below and adjacent to Said at 
least one line of Structural weakness in Said exterior Surface 
of Said front flexible panel and at least one line of Structural 
weakneSS in Said exterior Surface of Said rear flexible panel. 

28. A package containing an article according to claim 20, 
wherein Said plurality of Seals are each a heat-Seal. 

29. A package containing an article according to claim 20, 
wherein Said first thermoplastic film and Said Second ther 
moplastic film are the same thermoplastic film. 

30. A package containing an article comprising: 

(a) a front flexible panel comprising a first thermoplastic 
film, wherein said front flexible panel includes an 
interior Surface and an exterior Surface relative to Said 
package; 

(b) a rear flexible panel opposing said front flexible panel 
and comprising a Second thermoplastic film, wherein 
Said rear flexible panel includes an interior Surface and 
an exterior Surface relative to Said package, wherein 
Said Second thermoplastic film is thermoformed; 

(c) wherein said front flexible panel and said rear flexible 
panel each have a perimeter having a first peripheral 
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Side edge and an opposing Second peripheral Side edge, 
connected by a peripheral top edge, and an opposing 
peripheral bottom edge, 

(d) wherein said interior surface of said front flexible 
panel is joined to Said interior Surface of Said rear 
flexible panel by a plurality of Seals, wherein Said 
plurality of Seals comprises: 
(i) a first side Seal extending longitudinally between 

Said peripheral top edge and Said peripheral bottom 
edge and positioned proximate to Said first peripheral 
Side edge; 

(ii) a Second side Seal opposite to said first Side Seal and 
extending longitudinally from Said peripheral top 
edge to Said peripheral bottom edge and positioned 
proximate to Said Second peripheral Side edge; 

(iii) a top Seal extending transversely from Said first 
peripheral Side edge to Said Second peripheral Side 
edge and positioned proximate to Said peripheral top 
edge; 

(iv) a bottom Seal opposite to said top Seal and extend 
ing transversely from Said first peripheral Side edge 
to Said Second peripheral Side edge and positioned 
proximate to Said peripheral bottom edge; 

(v) wherein said plurality of Seals are connected to form 
a Seal perimeter between Said front flexible panel and 
Said rear flexible panel thereby forming a receptacle 
cavity; 

(e) a reclosable fastener means to provide an entree to said 
receptacle cavity, wherein Said reclosable fastener 
means is positioned between Said interior Surface of 
Said front flexible panel and Said interior Surface of Said 
rear flexible panel and comprises 
(i) a first interlocking member having an attachment 

flange, 

(ii) a second interlocking member having an attachment 
flange, 

(iii) wherein Said attachment flange of Said first inter 
locking member is Sealed to Said interior Surface of 
said front flexible panel, 

(iv) wherein said attachment flange of Said second 
interlocking member is Sealed to Said interior Surface 
of Said rear flexible panel, 

(v) a slider device connected to said first interlocking 
member and Said Second interlocking member, 

(vi) wherein said first interlocking member and said 
Second interlocking member are adapted to engage 
and disengage with each other, 

(f) at least one line of Structural weakness in Said exterior 
Surface of Said front flexible panel extending trans 
Versely from Said first peripheral Side edge to Said 
Second peripheral side edge, positioned below and 
adjacent to Said reclosable fastener means, 

(g) at least one line of structural weakness in Said exterior 
Surface of Said rear flexible panel extending trans 
Versely between Said first peripheral Side edge and Said 
Second peripheral side edge, positioned below and 
adjacent to Said reclosable fastener means, and 
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(h) a tamper-evident structure having a first portion com 
prising Said front flexible panel which extends from 
Said at least one line of Structural weakness in Said 
exterior Surface of Said front flexible panel to Said top 
Seal and a Second portion comprising Said rear flexible 
panel which extends from Said at least one line of 
Structural weakness in Said exterior Surface of Said rear 
flexible panel to Said top Seal. 

31. A package containing an article according to claim 30, 
further comprising a frangible Seal joining Said interior 
surface of said front flexible panel to said interior surface of 
Said rear flexible panel and extending transversely from Said 
first peripheral Side edge to Said Second peripheral Side edge, 
Said frangible Seal is positioned below and adjacent to Said 
at least one line of Structural weakness in Said exterior 
Surface of Said front flexible panel and at least one line of 
Structural weakness in Said exterior Surface of Said rear 
flexible panel. 

32. (canceled) 
33. A method of manufacturing a reclosable thermo 

formed flexible package containing an article comprising: 
(a) providing both a front flexible panel and a rear flexible 

panel, 

(i) wherein said front flexible panel comprises a first 
thermoplastic film, an internal Surface and an exter 
nal Surface and at least one line of Structural weak 
neSS in Said external Surface, 

(ii) wherein said rear flexible panel comprises a ther 
moformable Second thermoplastic film, an internal 
Surface and an external Surface and at least one line 
of Structural weakness in Said external Surface; 

(b) dispensing a rear flexible panel from a first roll; 
(c) providing a reclosable fastener means; 
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(d) tacking said reclosable fastener means to said interior 
Surface of Said rear flexible panel; 

(e) thermoforming said rear flexible panel, wherein said 
thermoforming of Said rear flexible panel is performed 
either after Said dispensing Said rear flexible panel from 
Said first roll and before Said providing Said reclosable 
fastener means or after Said tacking Said reclosable 
fastener means to Said interior Surface of Said rear 
flexible panel; 

(f) placing an article onto said rear flexible panel; 
(g) dispensing a front flexible panel from a second roll to 

cover Said article, wherein Said front flexible panel 
comprises, 

(h) joining said reclosable fastener means to both said 
interior Surface of Said rear flexible panel and to Said 
interior surface of said front flexible panel; 

(i) joining said front flexible panel to Said rear flexible 
panel to form a Seal perimeter between Said front 
flexible panel and said rear flexible panel thereby 
defining a receptacle cavity there within, Such that an 
aperture is formed in Said Seal perimeter which is 
adapted to allow Said receptacle cavity to communicate 
with the outside of Said package; 

j) modifying the atmosphere within said receptacle cavity 
through Said aperture in Said Seal perimeter; and 

(k) Sealing said aperture of said Seal perimeter. 
34. A package containing an article according to claims 1, 

20 or 30, wherein said at least one line of structural 
weakness in said external Surface of both said front flexible 
panel and Said rear flexible panel are each formed by a 
mechanical cutting device. 

k k k k k 


