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To all, whom, it inctly conce770. 
Beit known that I, ISAAC KNIBB ROGERs, 

kitemaker, a subject of the King of Great 
Britain, residing at Mile End, Bath, in the 
county of Somerset, England, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in or 
Relating to Pads for Damping, Inking, or 
Like Purposes, of which the following is a 
Specification. 

This invention has reference to pads for 
damping, inking, and like purposes, and re 
lates more particularly to pads such as used 
for damping or moistening postage-stamps, 
adhesive labels, and the like. It is well 
known that in pads of this kind as usually 
made-such, for instance, as those in which a 
roller revolves in a water-trough or in which 
a sponge dipsinto water-itis difficult to keep 
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liquid rising evenly between all the 
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the damping-Surface in the proper condition. 
The said surface is very liable to be too wet 
when required for use, while the pad after 
long use accumulates the residues of the gum 
or adhesive material and becomes clogged or 
getsinto aninsanitary and objectionable con 
dition. Now I have found that a block or 
group of strips or plates of glass, metal, Vul 
canite, or other suitable hard or rigid non 
absorbent material, packed together on edge 
in a trough, well, or other fluid container or 
receptacle, will draw up the liquid in the 
said trough by capillary attraction, and ;ü?? 

plates 
will serve without being liable to become 
clogged to keep the damping-Surface av a 
proper degree of moisture constantly and 
uniformly. Such a group of glass or other 
hard Or rigid plates is free from the objection 
of accumulating the adhesive from the stamps 

" or labels or of becoming clogged and offen 
sive, and it can, moreover, be readily taken to 
pieces and cleansed, if necessary. 
The damping-surface may be formed sim 

ply by the top edges of the glass or other 
strips or plates, which may be ground or 
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leveled to give a smooth surface. As will 
be obvious, however, the edges may in some 
cases be provided with a covering of soft ma 
terial as usual in ordinary pads-such, for in 
stance, as a piece of cloth or calico—which will 
form the damping-surface proper and be kept 
moist by the liquid rising between the plates 
and which can be easily thrown away and re 
placed by a clean piece when necessary. 

In Order that the invention may be more 
clearly understood, I will now proceed to de 

scribe the same by aid of the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a general view inside elevation, 
and Fig. 2 is an end elevation, of one con 
struction showing the arrangement of the 
plates or strips in the improved damping 
pad. Fig. 3 is a transverse central section of 
the same on the line 33 of Fig.1, indicating 
also the application of a piece of cloth or soft 
textile material to the surface thereof. 

a is the outer well, trough, or fluid-container 
which serves to contain the water, ink, gum, 
or other fluid that the pad is intended to ap 
ply to any object pressed upon its upper sur 
face. This well or trough may be of earthen 
ware or zinc, for example, and may have any 
convenient shape, that shown in the drawings 
having been found suitable, however. The 
level of the water or liquid is indicated, for 
example, by the dotted lines in Fig. 2. 

In the flat top b suitable filling and empty 
ing holes may be provided, and the ends a? of 
trough or fluid-container a may project above 
said flat top, and be strengthened by side 
pieces a. 

ferred to, which in the present example are of 
glass and are placed on edge parallel to each 
other, forming a single block fitting into the 
trough. They imay have beveled corners d 
and be held together in a block by a suitable 
band e-say, for instance, a strip of metal, 
such as zinc-extending all around them. 

f is a piece of cloth or other textile or ab 
Sorbent material, which may in some cases 
(see Fig. 3) form the damping-Surface proper 
instead of simply using the surface of the 
block itself. ? may be kept in position by 
turning its ends down between the two outer 
strips or plates, so that the latter nip and 
hold them in the manner indicated in the 
drawings. 
The liquid may at the commencement be 

assisted to rise to the surface by Squeezing the 
plates together a few times and after the sur 
face has once become moist it is maintained 
so uniformly by the natural capillary action 
between all adjacent surfaces of the strips c. 
The general purpose of such a pad is, as 
stated, to moisten gummed labels or postage 
stamps and the like; but obviously by using 
ink, colors, or gum in the trough or fluid-con 
tainer a the pad can be applied to various 
analogous purposes, such as for inking type 
or rubber stamps or even for applying gum 
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c represents the strips or plates above re 
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or other adhesive to labels which have not 
yet been coated therewith. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States, is 
1. A pad of the kind referred to having 

parallel non-absorbent strips or plates ar 
ranged close together for the purpose of keep 
ing a moist Surface by capillary attraction 
between said strips or plates, substantially 
as described. 

2. In a pad of the kind referred to the com 
bination of a fluid-container, and a set of non 
absorbent parallel strips or plates placed close 
together for drawing up the liquid in said 
container by capillary attraction Substan 
tially as described. 

3. In a p of the kind referred to the com 
bination of a fluid-container, anda set of non 
absorbent strips or plates placed on edge and 
close together for drawing up the liquid in 
said container by capillary attraction, Sub 
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stantially as described. 
4. In a pad of the kind referred to the com 

bination of a fluid-container, a block formed 
of non-absorbent plates or strips placed close 

829,804. 

together on edge, and a textile covering for 
said block, substantially as described. 

5. In a pad of the kind referred to, the com 
bination of a fluid-container, a block of non 
absorbent plates or strips placed close to 
gether on edgetherein, and a band surround 
ing said block for holding same together, sub 
stantially as described, 

6. In a pad of the kind referred to, the com 
bination of a fluid-container and a set of 
glass plates or strips placed close together 
on edge therein, substantially as described. 

7. In a pad of the kind referred to, the com 
bination of a fluid-container, a set of glass 
plates or strips placed close together on edge 
therein, and a covering of absorbent material 
for said block, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand, in presence of two subscribing wit 
nesses, this 21st day of February, 1906. 

ISAAC KNIBB ROGERS. 
Witnesses: 

C. BARNARD BURDON, 
H. D. JAMESON. 

35 


