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[571 ABSTRACT

A send and return envelope having printed or typed
addresses on only one side thereof when in an open
position and which discloses the appropriate return
address as well as directing address both during the
original mailing and the return mailing. The envelope
includes a pocket portion and a flap portion formed
with an opening or window. For the original mailing

* the flap portion is foldable upon the pocket along a

first fold line with the opening disclosing the appropri-
ate directing and return addresses. Upon receipt of the
envelope, a part of the ﬂap portion is removable and
the remaining flap portion is foldable upon the pocket
portion-along a second fold line in such manner as to
leave exposed only the appropriate. directing and re-
turn addresses for the return mailing.

. 5 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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'SEND AND RETURN ENVELOPE

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to envelopes,
and more particularly to send and return envelopes.
These envelopes are designed for transmission from a
sender to recipient and then from the recipient back to
the sender. '

Heretofore, many types of send and return envelopes
have been developed. These prior envelopes, however,
often have been cumbersome or confusing to use, both
to the sender and the recipient. They also have gener-
ally required printed or typed information on two dif-
ferent sides of the envelope or on separate insertable
parts, which significantly increased their manufactur-
ing cost or necessitated writing on two sides thereof or
insertion of the envelope twice into the typewriter by
the user. When attempts have been made to provide
send and return envelopes which were printed or typed
on only one side, it has been necessary to omit cerfain
information, such as the return address of the original
sender. The original sender’s return address, however,
is especially important on such envelopes since they are
commonly ulitized for bill collection and statement
purposes, and without the return address the creditor
does not know whether the bill reached the intended
recipient, whether the recipient’s address was in error,
or whether the recipient had moved.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
send and return envelope that is ‘economical to manu-
facture and simple to use both by the original sender
and the recipient.

Another object is to provide a send and return enve-
lope of the above kind in which all printed, typed, or
written information is on a single side of the envelope
and which discloses the appropriate return address as

well as directing address both during the original mail- .
40

ing and during the return mailing.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will
become apparent upon reading the following detailed
description of the invention and upon reference to the
. drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective of a send and return envelope
embodying the present invention shown in an open po-
sition;

FIG. 2 is a perspective of the send and return enve-
lope shown in FIG. 1 after being sealed for mailing by
the original sender, with phantom lines diagrammat-
ically illustrating the manner in which the envelope is
folded;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective illustrating the
manner in which a part of the flap portion is separated
from the envelope by the recipient prior to return mail-
ing; and »

FIG. 4 is a perspective of the envelope shown in FIG.
1 after removal of the separable flap part and folding
and sealing of the remaining flap portion for return to
the original sender.

While the invention is susceptible to various modifi-
cations and alternative constructions, a certain illustra-
tive embodiment has been shown in the drawings and
will 'be described below in detail. It should be under-
" stood, however, that there is no intention to limit the
invention to the specific form disclosed, but, on the
contrary, the intention is to cover all modifications, al-
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ternative constructions, and equivalents falling within
the scope and spirit of the invention.

Turning now to FIG. 1 of the drawings, there is
shown an illustrative send and return envelope 10 em-
bodying the present invention which is adapted for
transmission from a sender to'a recipient and thén from
the recipient back to the original sender. The envelope
10 includes a pocket portion 11 and a foldable flap por-
tion 12 having a generally rectangular shaped opening
14 formed therein: The pocket portion 11 is formed in
a conventional manner so as to provide a suitable com-
partment for bills; statements, letters or. the like that
are intended to be either mailed or returned in.the en-
velope. The envelope 10 is shown in FIG. 1 with the
flap portion 12 in its open position so that the pocket
portion 11 is accessible, . :

In accordance with the present invention, the enve-
lope has printed or typed addresses on only one side
thereof when in the open position and is adapted to dis-
close appropriate return and directing addresses both
during the original mailing and during the return mail-
ing. To this end, the address of the original sender of
the envelope is provided on the envelope at two loca-
tions, as indicated as 15, 16, and the address of the re-
cipient is provided on the énvelope at one location, as
indicated at 18. In this case the recipient address 18
and one sender address 16 are located on the pocket
portion 11 while the second sender address 15 is lo-
cated on the flap portion 12. Adjacent the recipient ad-
dress 18 and the sender address 15 is the word *‘From”
for the purpose of indicating the source or origin of the
mailing of the envelope, as will become apparent be-
low. In the upper right hand corner of the pocket por-
tion 11 in this case there is a printed rectangle 19 indi-
cating the area where a'stamp is to be placed for return
mailing of the envelope.

It will be appreciated that all information relative to
the sending and return addresses and the return stamp
indication area are on a common side of the envelope
when it is in its open position, as shown in FIG. 1. This
permits the envelope to be economically printed in a
single operation at substantial cost savings over envel-
opes which require printing on two sides. Similarly, any
of the addresses which may be typed on the envelope
may be done by inserting the envelope only one time
into a typewriter.

In carrying out the invention, the flap portion 12 is
foldable upon the pocket portion along a first fold line
20 and the opening 14 is positioned such that it dis-
closes the address 18 of the recipient as the directing
address and the sender address 15 and its accompany-
ing legend “From” as the return address, while the
other sender address 16 is hidden by the folded flap
portion 12. The fold line 20 is spaced a predetermined
distance from the pocket portion 11, 'such as, for exam-
ple, three-fourths inches. To secure the flap portion 12
in the closed position ‘over the pocket portion 11 for
the original mailing while permitting it to be removed
without substantially defacing or damaging the pocket
portion, two relatively small gummed areas 21 are
spaced apart near the outer edge of the flap portion 12
for adhesively engaging the lowermost edge of the
pocket portion 11.

For the purpose of permitting the recipient to return
the envelope to the sender with proper directing and
return addresses disclosed on the envelope, the flap
portion 12 includes a separable part 22 which may be
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removed from the envelope as shown in FIG. 3 to leave
a smaller residual flap 24. In this case the flap part 22
is separable along the first fold line 20 and to facilitate
such removal perforations are provided in the flap por-
tion 12 on the fold line 20.

After removal of the separable flap part 22, the resid-
ual flap portion 24 is foldable upon the pocket portion
11 along a second fold line 25, which in this case is sub-
stantially adjacent to the pocket portion 11. Such fold-
ing of the residual flap portion 24 covers the sender ad-
dress 15 and its legend “From,” while leaving exposed
on the face of the pocket portion the sender address 16
as a directing address and the recipient address 18 and
its associated legend “From” as the return address. To
seal the residual flap portion 24 in such folded position,
a gum strip 26 is provided across the width of the resid-
ual ﬂap 24,

In view of the foregoing, it can be seen that the send
and return envelope of the present invention is eco-
nomical to manufacture and simple to use both by the
original sender and the recipient. When original sender
has had the envelopes printed, the sender generally
need only add the recipient’s address at one place on
the envelope. In the event that the sender’s address is
not printed on the envelope, the envelope may be
placed in a typewriter in its open position and all neces-
sary information may be typed at one time. For return
of the envelope, the recipient has to do nothing more
than remove the separable flap part 22 and seal the re-
sidual flap 24. The recipient need not supply his return
address nor manipulate any cumbersome inserts.

It will be understood that while in the illustrated em-
bodiment the recipient address 15 is shown on the flap
portion 12, it could be located on the upper portion of
the pocket 11 by appropriately positioning the fold
lines 20 and 25 and the flap opening 14. The sender ad-
dress 15 must merely be positioned such that it is visi-
ble through the opening 14 when the flap portion 12 is
folded along the first fold line 20 and is covered by the
residual flap portion 24 when it is folded along the sec-
ond fold line 25.

I claim as my invention:

1. A send and return envelope for transmission from
a sender to a recipient and for return from the recipient
to the sender comprising

a pocket portion and a flap portion, said flap portion

being foldable from an open position to a closed
position upon said pocket portion along a first fold
line,

said envelope having a first sender address placement

area and a second sender address placement area
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and a single recipient address placement area all on
a common side of said envelope when said flap por-
tion is in an open position,

said flap portion having an opening positioned such
that when said flap portion is folded upon said
pocket portion along said first fold line said open-
ing discloses said first sender address placement
area above said recipient address placement area
while said second sender address placement area is
covered by said flap,

said flap portion having a part which is separable
from said envelope to leave a residual flap portion,

said residual flap portion being foldable upon said
pocket portion along a second fold line to cover
said first sender address placement area while said
recipient address placement area is disclosed above
said second sender address placement area.

2. The envelope of claim 1 in which said recipient ad-
dress placement area has legend indicating the source
or origin of the envelope, said legend being covered by
said flap portion when said flap portion is folded upon
said pocket portion along said first fold line, and said
legend being disclosed upon removal of said flap por-
tion and folding of said residual flap part upon said
pocket along said second fold line.

3. The send and return envelope of claim 2 in which
said first sender address placement area has legend in-
dicating the source of origin of said envelope, said
sender address placement area legend being disclosed
through said flap opening when said flap portion is
folded upon said pocket portion along said first fold
line, and said sender address placement area legend
being covered by said residual flap portion upon fold-
ing upon said pocket portion along said second fold
line.

4. The send and return envelope of claim 1 in which
said flap portion has a pair of relatively small spaced
adhesive fastening means near the outer edge thereof,
and said residual flap portion. has adhesive fastening
means located near said second fold line.

5. The send and return envelope of claim 1 in which
said first fold line is located a predetermined distance
from said pocket portion and said second fold line is lo-
cated substantially adjacent said pocket portion, said
separable flap part being separable from said envelope
along said first fold line, and said flap portion is perfo-
rated along said first fold line to permit ready separa-

tion of said separable flap part.
* ok k% %



