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This invention relates to improvements in 
switch actuators of the type for use in actuating 
wall type electric switches, positioned at a height 
beyond the reach of the operator. 

Residences and other buildings are practically 
all wired for electric lights and these are con 
trolled by switches positioned in the wall, usually 
adjacent a doorway. The switches now most 
commonly used are of a type having a rocking 
operating handle that oscillates about a pivot 
positioned inside of the wall surface. In most 
residences there are small children and the 
switches are usually positioned at such a height 
that such children cannot operate them and it 
therefore becomes necessary for an adult to a S 
sist, the child in operating the Switches. 

It is the object of this invention to produce a 
switch actuator designed more particularly to 
enable a child to operate a standard light Switch. 
One of the objects of this invention is to pro 

duce a switch actuator of simple and substantial 
construction that can readily be applied to any 
existing wall type switch and which shall be pro 
vided with a depending handle to bring the Same 
within the reach of small children. 
Another object of the invention is to produce 

a switch actuator of such a design and construc 
tion that it can be readily manufactured by 
means of suitable dies, with the minimum of 
hand Work, so as to reduce the cost of manufac 
ture to the lowest possible amount. 
Another object of the invention is to produce 

an actuator comprising two parts, each of a very 
simple construction, that can be so designed and 
constructed as to impart an Ornamental appear 
a Ce. 
The above and any other objects that may be 

come apparent as the description proceeds are 
attained by means of a construction and an ar 
rangement of parts that will now be described in á 
detail, and for this purpose, reference will be 
had to the accompanying drawing in which the 
invention has been illustrated in its preferred 
form, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the switch actu 
ator showing the same in position on a wall type 
electric switch; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal section taken on line 
2-2, Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a cross Section taken on line 3-3, 
Figure 1; and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary front elevation of 
the actuator showing a slightly modified form of 
construction. 

Referring now to the drawing, reference nu 
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meral () designates the surface of a wall in which 
a switch operating mechanism is positioned in the 
usual switch outlet box and reference numeral t 
designates the ordinary face plate which is se 
Sured to the outlet box by screws 12, all in the 
manner old and well known. 
Switches of the type to which this, invention 

relates are provided with a handle f3 that is 
mounted for rocking movement about a pivot (4 
positioned on the inside of the face plate. 
Switches of the type shown are in extensive use 
and When the operator handle is in the posi 
tion shown in Figures 1 and 2, the Switch is 
closed, but when the handle is tilted downwardly 
into the dotted line position, the switch is open. 
The Switch actuator to Which this invention 

relates consists of two parts, both of which are 
made from sheet metal. One of the parts has 
a flat, elongated central section 5 having end 
portions 6 that are offset and lie in a plane par 
allel with the plane of the central portion, but 
Spaced therefrom as shown in Figure 2. The 
ends. 6 are connected with the central portion 
by the offset parts 7, which may be at right 
angles to the Central portions and the ends as 
Shown or may extend at any other angle. The 
end portions 7 are provided with elongated 
transversely extending openings 8 that are posi 
tioned adjacent the inner surface of the central 
portions f5 and are of less length than the width 
of the metal plate, as shown in Figure 3. The 
central portion 5 is provided with an elongated 
slot or opening 9 which may extend the entire 
length as shown in Figure 4, or it may terminate 
a short distance from the upper end of the cen 
tral portion as shown in Figure 1. Slot f is of 
a width Sufficient to receive the operating handle 
3. The straight slide2O is positioned so as to 

slide in openings 8 and is provided with an open 
ing 2 of the proper size to receive the handle 3 
as shown in Figure 2. Opening 2 may have out 
Wardly turned edges like those designated by ref 
erence numeral 22, which prevents the edges of 
the plate from cutting the switch handle. The 
lower end of the switch handle is provided with 
an opening 23 to which an extension 24 that has 
been shown by dotted lines in Figures 1 and 2, 
may be connected. Extension 24 may be of any 
desired length, but must have some rigidity so 
that the Switch can be closed by exerting an up 
Ward pressure thereon. When the switch is to 
be opened, a downward pull is exerted on the slide 
20, or on the extension 24. The switch mecha 
nism itself is not changed in any way and such 
Switches are provided with a spring mechanism 



3 
that holds the parts in either open or closed posi 
tion. 

It will be observed from Figures 1 and 3 that 
slide 20 is wider than the slot 9 so as to provide 
an overhang in the manner shown. 
This actuator can be attached to any standard 

switch by merely removing the screws 2 that 
hold the face plates in place and using the same 
screws or other similar screws of slightly greater 
length to secure the actuator in place. When the 
actuator is positioned on the Switch, the parts are 
assembled as shown and handle 3 projected 
through opening 2. 
of this actuator is to be discontinued, it may be 
quickly removed by merely removing the screws 
2. For the purpose of facilitating the position 
and the removal of the lowermost screw. 2, slide 
20 is provided with a hole 25 directly over the 
screw so as to permit a Screwdriver to be inserted. 

Having described the invention what is claimed 
aS new is: 
A device for actuating an electric light switch 

of the type having a switch handle mounted to 
oscillate about a pivot, said device comprising a 
guide plate having a Straight central portion hav 
ing a longitudinal slot therein, portions extend 
ing laterally from the ends of the central por 

If, for any reason, the use . 
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tion having end portions extending parallel to 
the central portion and being apertured to receive 
the screws Which Secure a Switch face plate to a 
SWitch box, the central portion being of uniform 
thickness at all parts thereof and the same thick 
ness as the other portions of the guide plate, a 
punched slot in each of the laterally extending 
portions of less length than the width of the plate, 
at least one of the latter slots joining said first 
named longitudinal slot, one edge of each slot 

- - also being contiguous With the face of the straight 
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central portion at the side thereof facing the 
switch, and a slide extending through both slots, 
said slide having an opening to receive the switch 
handle, the slide being interposed between the 
flat central portion and switch. 
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