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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a cigarette packet, in
particular of the rigid type.

[0002] As is known, cigarette packets of the rigid type
substantially have the shape of a parallelepiped and com-
prise an inner wrapper, normally made of silver paper
and surrounding a group of cigarettes, and an outer wrap-
per, made of paperboard, consisting of a box-shaped
body and a hinged lid. A collar, fixed to the box-shaped
body and forming a connection between the box-shaped
body and the lid, guarantees the stability of the lid when
closed. The packet is completed by an overwrap, made
of transparent thermoplastic material, able to guarantee
a hermetic seal for the packet until the moment it is used.
[0003] Inthatway, the tobacco in the cigarettes main-
tains its correct level of humidity and its aroma.

[0004] Itis also known that when the packet is opened
the protective overwrap is torn and at least partly re-
moved and, afteropeningthe lid, part of the innerwrapper
made of silver paper, called the "PULL", is similarly re-
moved.

[0005] This means that, from the moment when the
packet is opened until all its contents have been used,
the cigarettes in the packet are not protected from the
outside environment and tend to rapidly oxidise and lose
their correct levels of humidity and aroma. The need for
packets which have a strong seal is particularly felt in the
case of "light" cigarettes, which have a low nicotine con-
tent and a strong aroma.

[0006] Therefore, the aim of this invention is to provide
a cigarette packet which overcomes the disadvantage
described above.

[0007] A package with the features of the preamble of
claim 1 is disclosed in document US-A-2 984 384.
[0008] Accordingly, this invention provides a cigarette
packet as described in one or more of the appended
claims.

[0009] The invention will now be described with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings which illustrate a
preferred, non-limiting embodiment of it and in which:

- Figures 1, 2, 3 are perspective views of the cigarette
packet according to this invention in three different
configurations: closed, open with the inner wrapper
extracted to its completely open position, and with
the innerwrapper partly closed and partly positioned
inside the outer wrapper;

- Figures 4, 5, 5a are side and cross-section views of
the packet of Figure 1;

- Figures 6, 6a, 6b are perspective views separately
showing the different component parts of the pack
of Figure 1;

- Figures 7 and 8 are perspective views of a second
embodiment of the cigarette packet according to this
invention, respectively in the closed and open con-
figurations; and

- Figures 9 and 10 are perspective views separately
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showing two of the component parts of the pack il-
lustrated in Figures 7 and 8.

[0010] With reference to Figures 1 to 6 and 7 and 8,
the numeral 1 denotes in its entirety a cigarette packet
substantially having the shape of a rectangular parallel-
epiped with a longitudinal axis A and comprising an outer
wrapper 2 made of paperboard and an inner wrapper 3
made of paperboard, the latter being positioned in direct
contactwith agroup 4 of cigarettes 5 which are positioned
parallel with the axis A.

[0011] The outer wrapper 2 comprises a box-shaped
body 6 formed by a lower or bottom wall 7 and by four
lateral walls which are parallel with the axis A, consisting
of alarger frontwall 8, a larger rear wall 9 and two smaller
walls or sides 10.

[0012] In particular, in the embodiment illustrated in
Figures 1 to 6, a hood-style lid 11, having an upper or
top end wall 12, is connected to an upper end of the rear
wall 9 by means of a hinge 13 transversal to the axis A,
in such a way that the lid can move between a position
in which the opening end or mouth, labelled 14, of the
box-shaped body 6 is closed, and a position in which the
mouth 14 is open.

[0013] In the front wall 8 of the outer wrapper 2 there
is a substantially rectangular opening 15, whose function
is described in detail below.

[0014] At the end of the box-shaped body 6 where the
mouth 14 is located, the inner wrapper 3 has an opening
24 designed to allow the cigarettes 5 to be gripped and
extracted.

[0015] Interposed between the outer wrapper 2 and
the inner wrapper 3 there is a sliding element 18 (Figure
6a), comprising a band 19 of material with a low friction
coefficient, closed in a loop around an axis B which is
transversal to the axis A and perpendicular to the sides
10 of the box-shaped body 6.

[0016] The numeral 20 denotes an intermediate posi-
tion, between the bottom wall 7 and the top end 12, for
fixing the band 19 to the inner face of the rear wall 9
(Figures 5a and 6). Said fixing can be performed by
means of a sealing operation or using an adhesive sub-
stance.

[0017] The annular band 19 comprises an opening 23,
which is positioned, with reference to Figure 1 (in which
the opening 23 in the band 19 is illustrated with a dashed
line), that is to say, when the wrapper 3 is completely
housed in the box-shaped body 6, between the opening
15 in the front wall 8 and the end of the box-shaped body
6 where the mouth 14 is located.

[0018] In practice after opening the lid 11, the user en-
gages with the annular band 19 through the opening 15
in the front wall 8, applying to the band a pushing action
according to the axis A and directed, according to the
arrow F1, towards the mouth 14 of the box-shaped body
6, in such a way as to cause the inner wrapper 3 to partly
come out of the box-shaped body 6 until it reaches a
predetermined final position.
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[0019] The pushing action applied to the band 19 from
the side of the front wall 8, together with the stopping
action caused by the fixing, at the position 20, of the band
19 to the rear wall 9, produces a rotary movement of the
band 19 about the axis B (anti-clockwise for those ob-
serving Figure 2), making the band slide relative to the
walls of the inner wrapper 3, the result being that at the
final position the opening 23 in the band 19 is superposed
on the opening 24 in the foil inner wrapper 3.

[0020] In such conditions the two openings 23 and 24,
which are substantially superposed, allow the userto ex-
tract cigarettes 5 from the group 4 (Figure 2). The extrac-
tion of individual cigarettes 5 is facilitated by the fact that
their ends project outside the box-shaped body 6.
[0021] Once a cigarette has been extracted by the us-
er, by applying to the annular band 19 a pushing action
directed according to the axis A and according to the
arrow F2, towards the bottom wall 7 of the box-shaped
body 6, the band 19 is made to rotate about the axis B
(clockwise for those observing Figure 3) in such a way
that the band 19 slides over the inner wrapper 3 in the
opposite direction to the sliding which allowed it to reach
the position in which the openings 23 and 24 were su-
perposed, and allows the band 19 to gradually close the
opening 24 in the inner wrapper 3 again (see Figure 3,
which shows an intermediate position in which the band
19 is about to completely close the opening 24).

[0022] Consequently, starting from the above-men-
tioned final position, the movement of the band 19 clock-
wise (Figure 3) and according to the arrow F2 allows the
inner wrapper 3 to be inserted in the box-shaped body 6
again, thus allowing the lid 11 to be closed.

[0023] At the end of that step, as a result of band 19
sliding relative to the inner wrapper 3, the opening 23 is
again at its starting position (Figure 1) interposed be-
tween the opening 8 and the mouth 14 of the box-shaped
body 6, thus guaranteeing optimum protection of the cig-
arettes 5 for as long as the packet 1 contains any.
[0024] The embodiment illustrated in Figures 7 to 10
differs from that previously illustrated due to the fact that
in this case the annular band 19 is not constrained to the
box-shaped body 6 of the outer wrapper 2 and the outer
wrapper 2 of the packet 1 does not have a hood-style lid
11 like the embodiment illustrated in Figures 1 to 6.
[0025] Atitstopend 12, the outer wrapper 2 comprises
a lid 17, whose edges are formed by a perforation line
25 delimiting a removable panel 26.

[0026] Once the panel 26 has been removed, at the
top end 12 the packet 1 comprises an opening or mouth
14 of the box-shaped body 6, which in the embodiment
illustrated in Figures 7 to 10 coincides with the outer wrap-
per 2 (Figure 8).

[0027] The opposite longitudinal ends of the opening
14 are adjacent to two walls 27 which are parallel with
the bottom wall 7, said two walls forming stop means
designed to retain the inner wrapper 3 inside the outer
wrapper 2.

[0028] Again in this embodiment the inner wrapper 3
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is made of paperboard and the band 19 comprises an
opening 23 substantially equal to the opening 24 in the
inner wrapper 3 and the opening or mouth 14 of the outer
wrapper 2.

[0029] It should be noticed that, like the outer wrapper
2, the inner wrapper 3 also has its opening 24 closed at
the two longitudinal ends by walls 27a (Figure 10) which,
when the packet 1 is complete, are positioned below the
walls 27 of the outer wrapper 2 with the annular band 19
interposed between them.

[0030] In practice, once the panel 26 has been re-
moved, through the opening 15 in the front wall 8, the
user uses a finger to engage with the annular band 19
and to apply to the band an axial pushing action, accord-
ing to the arrow F1 and directed towards the mouth 14
of the outer wrapper 2.

[0031] Since the inner wrapper 3 is locked inside the
outer wrapper 2 due to the presence of the walls 27, on
which the walls 27a of the inner wrapper 3 press, said
pushing action causes only sliding of the annular band
19 relative to the inner wrapper 3 and relative to the outer
wrapper 2.

[0032] Asillustrated in Figures 7 and 8, to facilitate the
sliding of the band 19, the outer wrapper 2 also comprises
an opening 15 in its rear wall 9.

[0033] As a result of said relative sliding, the opening
23 inthe band 19 is gradually superposed on the opening
24 in the inner wrapper 3 and coincides with the opening
14 in the wrapper 2 (see Figure 8 which shows a band
19 intermediate position between that in which the open-
ings 24 and 14 are completed closed and that in which
they are completely open), thus allowing the extraction
of cigarettes 5.

[0034] Once a cigarette has been extracted, the user
applies tothe annularband 19 a pushing action according
to the arrow F2 in Figure 8, directed towards the bottom
wall 7 of the outer wrapper 2, in such a way that the
opening 23 is returned to its starting position, as shown
in Figure 8, below the lid 17.

[0035] This second embodiment also guarantees op-
timum protection of the cigarettes for as long as the pack-
et 1 contains any.

Claims

1. A cigarette packet substantially having the shape of
a parallelepiped extending according to a longitudi-
nal axis (A), and comprising a first wrapper (2) with
an opening or mouth (14), the first wrapper (2) com-
prising a box-shaped body (6) and alid (11; 17), and
a second wrapper (3), inside the first wrapper (2) and
containing a group (4) of cigarettes (5) which are
positioned parallel with the longitudinal axis (A), the
longitudinal end towards the opening or mouth (14)
comprising an opening (24) for extracting the ciga-
rettes (5), characterised in that it comprises a slid-
ing element (18) interposed between the first wrap-
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per (2) and the second wrapper (3), the sliding ele-
ment being able to move between a position in which
it covers the opening (24) of the second wrapper (3)
and a position in which it uncovers the opening of
the second wrapper.

The packet according to claim 1, where the box-
shaped body (6) is formed by a bottom wall (7) and
by four lateral walls which are positioned parallel with
the longitudinal axis (A) and comprise a larger front
wall (8) and a larger rear wall (9) and two smaller
side walls (10), characterised in that the sliding el-
ement(18)isaband (19) surrounding the inner wrap-
per (3), forming a loop around a second axis (B)
which is transversal to the longitudinal axis (A) and
perpendicular to the smaller side walls (10) of the
box-shaped body (6), and comprising an opening
(23) designed to coincide with the opening (24) of
the second wrapper (3) in the uncovered position.

The packet according to claim 2, characterised in
that at least one larger lateral wall (9, 10) of the box-
shaped body (6) comprises an opening (15) forming
an operating zone for the sliding element (18).

The packet according to any of claims from 1 to 3,
characterised in that the sliding element (18) is in-
tegral with the rear wall (9) of the box-shaped body
(6) at a fixing zone (20).

The packet according to claim 4, characterised in
that it comprises a hood-style lid (11) joined by
means of a hinge line (13) to the rear wall (9) and
able to move between a position in which it closes
the box-shaped body (6) and a position in which it is
open, this latter open position being designed to al-
low the inner wrapper (3) to come out due to the
action of the sliding element (18).

The packet according to claim 1, characterised in
that, at its top end (12), the outer wrapper (2) com-
prises a lid (17) formed by a perforation line (25),
forming a removable panel (26).

The packet according to claim 6, characterised in
that it comprises means (27) for locking the inner
wrapper (3) inside the outer wrapper (2).

The packet according to claim 7, characterised in
that the locking means comprise at least one wall
(27) positioned at the opening (14) of the outer wrap-
per (2), the opening (14) being formed by removing
the removable panel (26).

The packet according to any of the claims from 6 to
8, characterised in that the sliding element (18) is
aband (19) surrounding the inner wrapper (3), form-
ing a loop around a second axis (B) which is trans-
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10.

versal to the longitudinal axis (A) and perpendicular
to the smaller walls (10) of the outer wrapper (2) and
comprising an opening (23) designed to coincide
with the opening (24) of the second wrapper (3) and
with the opening (14) of the outer wrapper (2) in the
uncovered position.

The packet according to any of claims from 1 to 9,
characterised in that the sliding element (18) is
made of material with a low coefficient of friction.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Zigarettenpackung, im Wesentlichen aufweisend
die Form eines Quaders, die sich entlang einer
Langsachse (A) erstreckt, und umfassend eine erste
Umhiillung (2) mit einer Offnung bzw. Miindung (14),
wobei die erste Umhillung (2) einen schachtelférmi-
gen Koérper (6) und einen Deckel (11; 17) umfasst,
und eine zweite Umhillung (3) innerhalb der ersten
Umhdllung (2), enthaltend einen Satz (4) Zigaretten
(5), die parallel zur Langsachse (A) positioniert sind,
wobei das Ende der Lange in Richtung der Offnung
bzw. Miindung (14) eine Offnung (24) zur Heraus-
nahme der Zigaretten (5) umfasst, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass sie ein Verschiebungselement
(18) umfasst, das zwischen der ersten Umhillung
(2) und der zweiten Umhdllung (3) liegt, wobei das
Verschiebungselement dazu fahig ist, sich zwischen
einer Position, in der es die Offnung (24) der zweiten
Umhdllung (3) bedeckt, und einer zweiten Position,
in der es die Offnung der zweiten Umhiillung unbe-
deckt lasst, zu bewegen.

Packung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der schachtelfor-
mige Korper (6) durch eine Bodenwand (7) und vier
Seitenwande gebildet wird, die parallel zur Langs-
achse (A) positioniert sind und eine gréRRere Stirn-
wand (8) und eine gréRere Riickwand (9) sowie zwei
kleinere Seitenwande (10) umfassen, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass das Verschiebungselement
(18) ein Streifen (19) ist, der die innere Umhiillung
(3) umlauft, wobei er eine Schlaufe um eine zweite
Achse (B) bildet, die transversal zur Langsachse (A)
und lotrecht zu den kleineren Seitenwanden (10) des
schachtelférmigen Kérpers (6) ist, umfassend eine
Offnung (23), die dazu konzipiert ist, mit der Offnung
(24) der zweiten Umhdllung (3) in der unbedeckt ge-
lassenen Position zusammenzufallen.

Packung nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass mindestens eine gréRere Seitenwand (9,
10) des schachtelférmigen Kérpers (6) eine Offnung
(15) umfasst, die einen Bedienungsbereich fiir das
Verschiebungselement (18) bildet.

4. Packung nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 3, da-
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durch gekennzeichnet, dass das Verschiebungs-
element (18) an einem Fixierbereich (20) fest mitder
Ruckwand (9) des schachtelférmigen Koérpers (6)
verbunden ist.

Packung nach Anspruch 4, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass sie einen haubenartigen Deckel (11) um-
fasst, der mittels einer Scharnierlinie (13) mit der
Ruckwand (9) verbunden und dazu fahig ist, sich
zwischen einer Position, in der er den schachtelfor-
migen Kérper (6) schliel3t und einer Position, in der
er offen ist, zu bewegen, wobei diese offene Position
dazu konzipiert ist, die innere Umhllung (3) auf-
grund der Wirkung des Verschiebungselements (18)
herauskommen zu lassen.

Packung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass an ihrem oberen Ende (12) die dulere
Umhdllung (2) einen Deckel (17) umfasst, der durch
eine Perforationslinie (25) gebildet wird, wodurch ei-
ne entfernbare Tafel (26) gebildet wird.

Packung nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass sie Mittel (27) zum Befestigen der inneren
Umhdllung (3) innerhalb der dufReren Umhiillung (2)
umfasst.

Packung nach Anspruch 7, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Befestigungsmittel mindestens eine
Wand (27) umfassen, die an der Offnung (14) der
auReren Umhiillung (2) positioniert ist, wobei die Off-
nung (14) durch Entfernen der entfernbaren Tafel
(26) gebildet wird.

Packung nach einem der Anspriiche 6 bis 8, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass das Verschiebungs-
element (18) ein Streifen (19) ist, der die innere Um-
hillung (3) umlauft, wobei er eine Schlaufe um eine
zweite Achse (B) bildet, die transversal zur Langs-
achse (A) und lotrecht zu den kleineren Wanden (10)
der duReren Umhiillung (2) ist, umfassend eine Off-
nung (23), die dazu konzipiert ist, mit der Offnung
(24) der zweiten Umhiillung (3) und mit der Offnung
(14) der auReren Umhillung (2) in der unbedeckt
gelassenen Position zusammenzufallen.

Packung nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 9, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass das Verschiebungs-
element (18) aus einem Material mit einem niedrigen
Reibungskoeffizienten gefertigt ist.

Revendications

Paquet de cigarettes ayant substantiellement la for-
me d’un parallélépipéde se développant selon un
axe longitudinal (A), et comprenant un premier em-
ballage (2) comportant une ouverture ou une bouche
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(14), le premier emballage (2) comprenant un corps
en forme de boite (6) et un couvercle (11 ; 17), etun
second emballage (3), situé a l'intérieur du premier
emballage (2) et contenant un groupe (4) de ciga-
rettes (5) positionnées parallélement a I'axe longitu-
dinal (A), l'extrémité longitudinale située vers
I'ouverture ou la bouche (14) comprenant une ouver-
ture (24) pour extraire les cigarettes (5), caractérisé
en ce qu’il comprend un élément coulissant (18) in-
terposé entre le premier emballage (2) et le second
emballage (3), I'élément coulissant étant apte a se
déplacer entre une position dans laquelle il couvre
I'ouverture (24) du second emballage (3) et une po-
sitiondans laquelle il découvre I'ouverture du second
emballage.

Paquet selon larevendication 1, dans lequel le corps
en forme de boite (6) est formé par une paroi infé-
rieure (7) et par quatre parois latérales positionnées
parallélement a I'axe longitudinal (A) et comprenant
une paroi antérieure plus large (8) et une paroi pos-
térieure plus large (9) et deux parois latérales plus
petites (10), caractérisé en ce que I'élément cou-
lissant (18) est une bande (19) entourant 'emballage
interne (3), formant une boucle autour d’'un second
axe (B) qui est transversal a I'axe longitudinal (A) et
perpendiculaire aux parois latérales plus petites (10)
du corps en forme de boite (6), et comprenant une
ouverture (23) congue pour coincider avec I'ouver-
ture (24) du second emballage (3) dans la position
découverte.

Paquet selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce
que au moins l'une des parois latérales plus larges
(9, 10) du corps en forme de boite (6) comprend une
ouverture (15) formant une zone opérationnelle pour
I'élément coulissant (18).

Paquet selon I'une des revendications de 1 a 3, ca-
ractérisé en ce que I'élément coulissant (18) est
solidaire de la paroi postérieure (9) du corps enforme
de boite (6) sur une zone de fixation (20).

Paquet selon la revendication 4, caractérisé en ce
qu’il comprend un couvercle a rabat (11) relié au
moyen d'un axe d’articulation (13) a la paroi posté-
rieure (9) et capable de se déplacer entre une posi-
tion dans laquelle il ferme le corps en forme de boite
(6) et une position dans laquelle il est ouvert, cette
derniére position d’ouverture étant congue pour per-
mettre a I'emballage interne (3) de sortir en raison
de l'action de I'élément coulissant (18).

Paquet selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
qu’a son extrémité supérieure (12), 'emballage ex-
terne (2) comprend un couvercle (17) formé par une
ligne de perforation (25), formant un panneau amo-
vible (26).
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Paquet selon la revendication 6, caractérisé en ce
qu’il comprend des moyens (27) pour verrouiller
'emballage interne (3) a l'intérieur de I'emballage
externe (2).

Paquet selon la revendication 7, caractérisé en ce
que les moyens de verrouillage comprennent au
moins une paroi (27) positionnée au niveau de
I'ouverture (14) de I'emballage externe (2), I'ouver-
ture (14) étantformée par le retrait du panneau amo-
vible (26).

Paquet selon l'une quelconque des revendications
de 6 a 8, caractérisé en ce que I'élément coulissant
(18) est une bande (19) entourant I'emballage inter-
ne (3), formant une boucle autour d’'un second axe
(B) étant transversal a I'axe longitudinal (A) et per-
pendiculaire aux parois plus petites (10) de 'embal-
lage externe (2) et comprenant une ouverture (23)
congue pour coincider avec 'ouverture (24) du se-
cond emballage (3) et avec I'ouverture (14) de I'em-
ballage externe (2) dans la position découverte.

Paquet selon l'une quelconque des revendications
de 129, caractérisé en ce que I'élément coulissant
(18) est fabriqué dans une matiére ayant un faible
coefficient de friction.
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