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1. 

METHOD OF TWINNING AR 
CONDITIONING UNITS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Units of heating, ventilating and air conditioning (HVAC) 
equipment, including variable capacity furnaces for heating 
enclosed spaces, such as residential dwellings and commer 
cial buildings, have been developed in the interest of provid 
ing equipment which is more efficient and provides greater 
comfort for occupants of Such spaces. Variable capacity fur 
naces, for example, typically include variable speed air cir 
culating blowers and controls for providing heated air at 
different heat rates and air flow rates. 

There are situations wherein the capacity requirements for 
heating or otherwise air conditioning an enclosed space 
require so-called twinning of furnaces and other air condi 
tioning equipment, such as air handlers. Twinning typically 
involves equipment installations where separate multiple air 
conditioning units are connected to a common temperature 
controller or thermostat and are operable to discharge heated 
or cooled air into a common plenum or air Supply duct for 
circulation to an enclosed space. Typically the return air from 
the enclosed space also flows through a common return air 
duct or plenum. For Such twinning applications, certain types 
of air conditioning equipment cannot be used since operation 
of one unit at a specific capacity, for example, may differ from 
the operating conditions of the other unit or others of multiple 
units connected to the same ducting system. Accordingly, 
certain variable capacity units or units of different capacities 
may not be twinned or ganged since unequal heat output and 
pressures generated by different air flow rates of the respec 
tive units, may cause adverse operating conditions. Thus, it is 
important to be able to prevent twinning or mismatching of 
units of air conditioning equipment in applications where 
multiple units of Such equipment have been specified. It is to 
these ends that the present invention has been developed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a method for permitting or 
prohibiting the so-called twinning of multiple units of air 
conditioning equipment, particularly combustion furnaces 
for heating enclosed spaces. 

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a 
method is provided for detecting the type of air conditioning 
equipment connected to a common controller, such as a com 
municating thermostat, whereby the controller includes a 
program or is otherwise configured to query a program resi 
dent on the controllers for respective units of air conditioning 
equipment to determine if the air conditioning units are com 
patible for so-called twinning applications. By way of 
example, a program may be resident on a thermostat type 
controller which queries the controllers of respective air con 
ditioning units to which the thermostat controller is con 
nected for determining the operating specifications of the 
equipment to determine if the respective air conditioning 
units match in a sense which would permit connecting mul 
tiple units to a common air ducting system. 

The method of the invention also contemplates providing a 
controller which will determine if the air heating and/or cool 
ing capacities of the respective air conditioning units destined 
to be twinned match sufficiently to permit twinning. If neither 
the specifications nor the capacity parameters of the respec 
tive units are matched, the method prevents operation of the 
units and “publishes an alarm or fault signal which may be 
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2 
detected at the common controller or on a controller associ 
ated with one or more of the air conditioning units. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a method for prohibiting the twinning of air condi 
tioning units wherein a parameter specified in a program 
which is resident on the controllers for the respective units 
will indicate immediately, once the units are connected to a 
common controller, Such as a thermostat, that twinning is not 
allowed. 

In accordance with still a further aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a method of allowing or preventing the 
twinning of units of air conditioning equipment wherein 
separate information storage and transmission devices are 
connected to the controllers of respective units of air condi 
tioning equipment to furnish data indicating whether twin 
ning would be allowed or not allowed, and this data is read by 
a common controller for the respective air conditioning units 
to compare information and permit twinning or not permit 
twinning of the respective units, depending on the identity or 
type of unit, the respective specifications of the units and the 
heating and/or cooling capacity of the respective units. 

Those skilled in the art will further appreciate the above 
mentioned features and advantages of the invention together 
with other important aspects thereof upon reading the 
detailed description which follows in conjunction with the 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing two units of air 
conditioning equipment interconnected with a controller for 
determining if the units may be operated as twinned units: 

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram showing steps in determining if 
twinned units may be operated as such; and 

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram showing the steps of operating a 
unit of air conditioning equipment when twinning is not 
allowed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In the description which follows, like elements are marked 
throughout the specification and drawing with the same ref 
erence numerals, respectively. The drawing figures are in 
Somewhat schematic and generalized form in the interest of 
clarity and conciseness. 

Referring to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a diagram of two 
units of air conditioning equipment indicated by the numerals 
10 and 11, respectively. The air conditioning equipment units 
10 and 11 are shown schematically as so-called twinned units 
wherein each unit is adapted to circulate conditioned air to an 
enclosed space 12 by way of a common plenum or duct 14. 
Accordingly, air is forced through the air conditioning units 
10 and 11 into the common supply ductor plenum 14 and then 
to the space 12. Air is returned to the units 10 and 11 by way 
of a suitable duct, or set of ducts 16, to a common duct or 
plenum 18. The flow path of air is generally in accordance 
with the arrows indicated in FIG. 1. 
The units of air conditioning equipment 10 and 11 may 

comprise equipment for both heating and cooling the space 
12, heating only or cooling only. By way of example, the air 
conditioning units 10 and 11 are shown as combustion fur 
naces which also each include a cooling type heat exchanger. 
Each unit 10 and 11 of air conditioning equipment is provided 
with an air circulating blower 22, driven by a motor 24, each 
motor including a motor controller 26, operably connected 
thereto. The air conditioning units 10 and 11 each also include 
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an air cooling heat exchanger 28, a heating type heat 
exchanger 30, which may be a combustion type furnace, 
including a combustion fuel control valve 34 and suitable 
sensors, including pressure and temperature sensors 36 and 
38, for example. Air is circulated through respective cabinets 
10a and 11a from air inlet openings 10b and 11b to air 
discharge openings 10c and 11c. 

Control of the air conditioning units 10 and 11 is carried out 
by respective integrated controllers 40 and 42, which are 
connected to the motor controllers 26, the valves 34 and the 
sensors 36 and 38, among other items which may require 
control signals to be transmitted between the controllers and 
the air conditioning units proper. The controllers 40 and 42 
may each include respective processors 40a and 42a each 
operably connected to a human interface unit 44 whereby 
certain control parameters may be input to the controllers 40 
and 42, respectively, and certain operating parameters and 
conditions may be viewed by visual displays 45 on the respec 
tive interfaces. User controlled operations may be carried out 
by way of operation of suitable keypads 46, associated with 
the interface units 44, respectively. The interface units 44 may 
be of a type disclosed and claimed in co-pending patent 
application Ser. No. 1 1/906,678, filed Oct. 3, 2007 by Roger 
Boydstun, et al., and assigned to the Assignee of the present 
invention. 

Accordingly, the interface units 44 may communicate with 
the respective processors 40a and 42a, respectively, compris 
ing part of the integrated controllers 40 and 42, respectively. 
Still further, each of the controllers 40 and 42 may be oper 
ably connected to a so-called “personality” module or device 
41 and 43, respectively, whereby information may be 
exchanged with the respective processors 40a and 42a, 
regarding specifications for the air conditioning units 10 and 
11, respectively, including certain operating parameters. Such 
as air conditioning capacities, and modes of operation of the 
respective units of air conditioning equipment 10 and 11. The 
“personality” modules or devices 41 and 43, are preferably of 
a type disclosed and claimed in co-pending patent application 
Ser. No. 1 1/717,466, filed Mar. 13, 2007, by Robert W. Helt, 
et al., and also assigned to the Assignee of the present inven 
tion. Information stored in the respective controllers 40 and 
42, may be transferred to the modules or units 41 and 43, or 
information may be transferred to the respective controllers 
from the modules to configure the controllers for operation of 
the respective air conditioning units 10 and 11 at selected 
conditions of temperature, pressure and blower motor speed, 
for example. The modules 41 and 43 preferably include 
memory circuits and a connector for releasably connecting 
the modules to the controllers, for transferring information 
therebetween. 

Referring still further to FIG. 1, the air conditioning units 
10 and 11 are also operably connected to a controller or 
control unit 50, which may be characterized as a thermostat, 
disposed within the enclosed space 12 and including, inter 
alia, a temperature sensor 52. Controller or thermostat 50 
preferably includes a visual display 50a, a user keypad 50b 
and a processor circuit 53 all operably interconnected. Con 
troller 50 is interconnected with the controllers 40 and 42 by 
way of a data bus or communication path 54, and low Voltage 
power supply conductors 56 and 58. A third interface 60 may 
also be connected to the controllers 40, 42 and 50, and be 
provided with a visual display 62 and a user operable keypad 
64, as indicated in FIG. 1. 
As mentioned previously, the modules or devices 41 and 

43, may be programmed to store information concerning the 
specific type of apparatus comprising the units 10 and 11, for 
example. Examples of data which may be stored in the mod 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
ules or devices 41 and 43, and transferred to the controllers 40 
and 42, include the model and serial number of the respective 
units 10 and 11, air flow data, specific part numbers for 
replaceable parts, and other information necessary for opera 
tion of the respective units, including whether or not the units 
are multistage or single stage units, that is, units which have 
blowers 22, which operate at a constant speed or at variable 
speeds depending on the air heating or cooling capacity of the 
air conditioning units. Certain types of air conditioning units 
may not be interconnected or “twinned with other units, 
including, for example, certain types of multistage combus 
tion furnaces. 
When two respective air conditioning units 10 and 11 are 

interconnected, as illustrated in FIG. 1, and their respective 
controllers interconnected on a data bus, such as the bus 54, 
the controllers 40 and 42, when powered, will each carry out 
a so-called initialization and self-check test, followed by test 
mode Verifications and, finally, monitoring for signals to be 
received from the controller 50, indicating a call for heating or 
cooling of the space 12. When two or more units, such as the 
units 10 and 11, are interconnected to a controller, such as the 
controller 50, a program which may be resident on the pro 
cessor 53, may provide for the respective controllers 40 and 
42 to carryout the above-mentioned processes of self-check 
testing, test mode Verification and monitoring the controller 
50 for a signal for a call for heating or cooling of space 12. 
One of the process steps may be termed as “device discovery' 
in accordance with the protocol of the aforementioned pro 
gram, once power-up has been carried out. The power-up or 
power applied step is followed by determining during the 
device discovery step, if twinning is allowed for either one of 
the units 10 or 11. Accordingly, the controllers 40 and 42 may 
be programmed, either initially or via the modules 41 and 43, 
to identify the units 10 or 11 as being capable of twinning. 

If twinning is allowed by the respective units 10 and 11, a 
process in accordance with FIG.2 will be carried out, wherein 
at step 70, the process determines whether or not another air 
conditioning unit is connected to the control circuitry, includ 
ing the signal path or bus 54. If the controller 50 determines 
that only one air conditioning unit is connected to the con 
troller, then the process proceeds to normal operation as indi 
cated at step 72 FIG. 2, and the controller 40 or 42 waits for a 
signal for a call for heating or cooling by way of the controller 
50 and the sensor 52. If the controller 50 determines, in 
accordance with the process, that more than one air condi 
tioning unit is connected to the controller 50, the process 
indicated in FIG. 2 proceeds to step 74, whereby the control 
ler 50 compares certain information regarding the specifica 
tions or content descriptions of the respective units 10 and 11, 
as provided by the controllers 40 and 42, either initially or via 
information input by the modules or devices 41 and 43. If the 
specifications or content descriptions for the units 10 and 11 
do not match for twinning operation, Such as, for example, if 
the units are incompatible multistage furnaces, then the pro 
cess proceeds to step 76, wherein operation of the units 10 and 
11 is stopped and an alarm signal may be generated at dis 
plays 45 for both of the interfaces 44, and/or at display 50a, 
and/or by way of suitable indicators 40b and 42b, for 
example, associated with the controllers 40 and 42, respec 
tively. 

Accordingly, various levels of detection may be consid 
ered. A first level of detection may be known as determining 
the device type, that is by determining if the units 10 and 11 
are both combustion furnaces, for example, or both are air 
handlers, for example. In the example of the process shown in 
FIG. 2, it has already been determined if twinning is allowed, 
since detection has indicated that the units 10 and 11 are of the 
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same type of equipment. Step 74 in FIG. 2 is the second level 
of detection wherein it is determined if so-called content 
descriptors match. The content descriptor may be a unique 
number or identifier assigned to a so-called model family of 
similar units or products. For instance, a control program for 
a three-stage furnace would have a different content descrip 
tion or identifier than the control program for a two-stage 
furnace, so that different model families can be detected. 

If the content descriptors match, say for example, the air 
conditioning units are both single-stage combustion furnaces 
with constant speed air circulation blowers, the process 
would proceed to step 78 to determine if the so-called capaci 
ties of the units 10 and 11 match. Twinning would not be 
permitted if the respective air conditioning unit capacities 
were not capable of delivery of essentially the same amount 
of air heating or cooling or be at least within a limited range 
of capacity. Depending on the extent of a product line pro 
duced by a manufacturer using the process of the invention, 
combustion furnaces, for example, in the same model family 
of air conditioning units might be capable of significantly 
different heat output capacities. 

It is desirable to prevent operation of substantially mis 
matched combinations of air conditioning units. Accordingly, 
if the capacities match within the tolerances or ranges per 
mitted by the designs of the air conditioning units 10 and 11, 
the process of FIG. 2 would proceed to step 80, wherein it is 
indicated that operation of the units 10 and 11 as twinned 
units, is permitted and both units would respond to a signal for 
a call for heating or cooling generated by the controller 50 and 
transferred to the controllers 40 and 42 and whereby the units 
10 and 11 would operate simultaneously at the same capacity 
or performance level to provide the necessary heating or 
cooling of the space 12. 

Alternatively, if the control program for either of units 10 
or 11 includes a suitable amount of code which advises that 
twinning is not allowed with a particular unit, the process 
would continue to step 82, as indicated in FIG.3, to determine 
if another unit was connected to the controller 50. If the 
program indicated that a second unit was connected to the 
controller 50, the process would proceed to step 84 whereby 
analarm signal would be generated at the controllers 40, 42 or 
50 and/or an associated interface. Of course, if at step 82 it 
was determined that another unit of air conditioning equip 
ment was not connected to the controller 50, then normal 
operation to provide heating or cooling would be carried out 
by the unit connected to the controller 50, for example, as 
indicated by step 86 in FIG. 3. 

In the implementation of the method and system of the 
invention, if two air conditioning units. Such as the units 10 
and 11, have been interconnected, as indicated in the diagram 
of FIG. 1, upon powering up the system shown in FIG. 1, the 
controller 50 will typically cause the controllers 40 and 42 to 
perform self-tests and initializations and the controller 50 will 
read any inputs being produced in that part of the process. If 
an input to the controller 50 indicates that twinning is not 
allowed by either one of the units 10 and 11, the process 
proceeds to the steps of FIG. 3. If, during the self-test mode, 
the controller 50 determines that twinning is allowed by units 
10 and 11, then the process of FIG. 2 is carried out to deter 
mine if the air conditioning units 10 and 11 are compatible in 
the sense of specification matching and capacity matching, 
for example. 
The process of the invention and the system accomplishing 

same are believed to be within the purview of one skilled in 
the art based on the foregoing description. Although a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention has been described in 
detail herein, those skilled in the art will recognize that vari 
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6 
ous Substitutions and modifications may be made without 
departing from the scope and spirit of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of controlling operation of multiple air con 

ditioning units in an air conditioning system, the method 
comprising: 

detecting whether at least one air conditioning unit is 
operatively connected to a common controller, 

operating a first air conditioning unit if at least two air 
conditioning units are not detected after detecting the 
first air conditioning unit; 

the common controller performing a verification test if at 
least a second air conditioning unit is detected to deter 
mine whether to permit operation of one or both of the 
first and the second air conditioning units, the verifica 
tion test comprising: 
communicating information between the common con 

troller and a first controller and a second controller 
associated with the first and second air conditioning 
units, respectively, to determine compatibility 
between the first and second air conditioning units, 

comparing information communicated to the common 
controller by the first controller and the second con 
troller, and 

the common controller determining whether the first and 
the second air conditioning units are compatible 
based on the information communicated by the first 
and the second controllers; 

permitting operation of the first and the second air condi 
tioning units if the common controller determines both 
first and second air conditioning units are compatible, 
each of the first and second air conditioning units being 
operable to circulate conditioned air to an enclosed 
space via a common duct; and 

preventing operation of one or both of the first and second 
air conditioning unit if the common controller deter 
mines both air conditioning units are incompatible. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first air conditioning 
unit and the second air conditioning unit are incompatible 
unless the common controller verifies each air conditioning 
unit is at least one of a similar model family and type. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first air conditioning 
unit and the second air conditioning unit are incompatible 
unless the common controller verifies each air conditioning 
unit is of a similar capacity. 

4. The method of claim3, wherein the first air conditioning 
unit and the second air conditioning unitare of similar capaci 
ties if each air conditioning unit is capable of delivering a 
similar amount of heating and/or cooling to the enclosed 
Space. 

5. The method of claim3, wherein the first air conditioning 
unit and the second air conditioning unitare of similar capaci 
ties if each air conditioning unit has a heating and/or cooling 
capacity within a predetermined capacity range. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating an 
alarm signal if the first air conditioning unit and the second air 
conditioning unit are incompatible. 

7. The method of claim 3, wherein the common controller 
determines the first air conditioning unit and the second air 
conditioning unit are similar or different combustion furnaces 
based on the information communicated by the first controller 
and the second controller, respectively, the combustion fur 
naces being selected from a group comprising a single-stage 
combustion furnace, a two-stage combustion furnace, and a 
three-stage combustion furnace. 
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8. An air conditioning system comprising: 
a common controller for controlling operation of air con 

ditioning units within the air conditioning system; and 
at least a first controller and a second controller operatively 

connected to the common controller, the first and second 
controller each operable to control a first air condition 
ing unit and a second air conditioning unit, respectively, 
each of the first and second air conditioning units includ 
ing a heat exchanger and an air blower for conditioning 
and circulating air to an enclosed space by way of a 
common duct; 

wherein the common controller performs a verification test 
to determine whether to permit operation of one or both 
of the first and second air conditioning unit, the verifi 
cation test comprising: 
the common controller communicating with the first and 

second controller to determine compatibility between 
the first and second air conditioning units, respec 
tively, and 

the common controller determining whether the first air 
and second air conditioning units are compatible by 
comparing information communicated by the first 
and second controller, 

wherein the common controller permits operation of the 
first and second air conditioning units if the common 
controller determines both air conditioning units are 
compatible, respectively; and wherein the common con 
troller prevents operation of one or both of the first and 
second air conditioning units if the common controller 
determines both air conditioning units are incompatible. 

9. The air conditioning system of claim 8, wherein the first 
air conditioning unit and the second air conditioning unit are 
incompatible and the common controller prevents operation 
of both air conditioning units unless the common controller 
Verifies each air conditioning unit is at least one of a similar 
model family and type. 

10. The air conditioning system of claim8, wherein the first 
air conditioning unit and the second air conditioning unit are 
incompatible and the common controller prevents operation 
of both air conditioning units unless the common controller 
further verifies eachair conditioning unit is of a similar capac 
ity. 

11. The air conditioning system of claim 10, wherein the 
first air conditioning unit and the second air conditioning unit 
are of similar capacities if each air conditioning unit is 
capable of delivering a similar amount of heating and/or 
cooling to the enclosed space. 

12. The air conditioning system of claim 10, wherein the 
first air conditioning unit and the second air conditioning unit 
are of similar capacities if each air conditioning unit has a 
heating and/or cooling capacity within a predetermined 
capacity range. 

13. The air conditioning system of claim 8, further com 
prising a user interface associated with of the common con 
troller, the first air conditioning unit, and the second air con 
ditioning unit, wherein an alarm signal is displayed on the 
user interface if the first air conditioning unit and the second 
air conditioning unit are incompatible. 

14. The air conditioning system of claim 10, wherein the 
first air conditioning unit and the second air conditioning unit 
comprise similar or different combustion furnaces selected 
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from a group comprising: a single-stage combustion furnace, 
a two-stage combustion furnace, and a three-stage combus 
tion furnace. 

15. The air conditioning system of claim 14, wherein the air 
blower of at least one of the first air conditioning unit and the 
second air conditioning unit comprises a variable speed air 
blower, and wherein the first air conditioning unit and the 
second air conditioning unit are incompatible if the air con 
ditioning units are configured to provide conditioned air at 
different heat and/or airflow rates. 

16. A method of controlling operation of multiple air con 
ditioning units in an air conditioning system, the method 
comprising: 

detecting whether at least one air conditioning unit is 
operatively connected to a common controller, 

operating a first air conditioning unit if at least two air 
conditioning units are not detected after detecting the 
first air conditioning unit; 

performing a verification test if at least a second air condi 
tioning unit is detected to determine whether to permit 
operation of one or both of the first air and second air 
conditioning unit, the Verification test comprising: 
communicating information between the common con 

troller and a first controller and a second controller to 
determine compatibility between the first and second 
air conditioning units, respectively, 

comparing information communicated to the common 
controller by the first and the second controllers; and 

the common controller determining whether the first and 
second air conditioning units are compatible based on 
the information communicated by the first and second 
controllers, respectively; 

instructing the first and second controllers to simulta 
neously operate the first and second air conditioning 
units if the common controller determines the first and 
second air conditioning units are compatible; and 

preventing operation of one or both of the first and the 
second air conditioning unit if the common controller 
determines both air conditioning units are incompatible, 

wherein the first and second air conditioning units are 
compatible if each air conditioning unit is at least of a 
similar type and operable to deliver a similar quantity of 
conditioned air to an enclosed space via a commonduct. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the first air condition 
ing unit and the second air conditioning unit are incompatible 
unless the common controller verifies each air conditioning 
unit is of a similar model family. 

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the first air condition 
ing unit and the second air conditioning unit are incompatible 
unless the common controller verifies each air conditioning 
unit has a heating and/or cooling capacity within a predeter 
mined capacity range. 

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the common control 
ler determines the first air conditioning unit and the second air 
conditioning unit are similar or different combustion furnaces 
based on the information communicated by the first controller 
and the second controller, respectively, the combustion fur 
naces being selected from a group comprising a single-stage 
combustion furnace, a two-stage combustion furnace, and a 
three-stage combustion furnace. 
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