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7 Claims,

This invention relates to folding chairs and
has relation more particularly to an article of
furniture of this kind which is commonly used
upon porches and lawns, and it is an object of
5 the invention to provide a chair of this character
of ‘an oscillating or rocking type and which is
constructed and assembled in a manner to elim-
inate creeping of the chair during the period of
such oscillation or rocking.

The invention also has for an object to provide
a device of this kind comprising an arrangement
and assembly of parts assuring an easy and con-
venient folding of the chair when not in use and
whereby the chair when folded may be caused to
15 oceupy the least possible space.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
chair of this kind constructed in 2 manner
whereby is substantially eliminated any tendency
of the chair to mar a lawn or other surface upon

10

20 Wwhich it may be rested, and wherein the chair

is constructed to readily compensate itself to any
inequalities with which it may contact when
placed upon a lawn or other desired supporting
surface.

An additional object of the invention is to pro-
vide a chair of this kind embodying a foot rest
which moves in harmony with the rocking or os-
cillating movement of the chair and which foot
rest is so comstructed and assembled as to be
30 readily positioned rearwardly of the chair proper

when desired.

A still further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a chair of this kind including arm rests and
which arm rests provide means for limiting the

35 rocking or swinging movement of the chair in
one direction. -

The invention consists in the details of con-
struction and in the combination and arrange-
ment of the several parts of my improved folding
.chair whereby certain important advantages are
attained and the device rendered simpler, less
expensive and otherwise more convenient and ad-
vantageous for use, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth.

The novel features of my invention will herein-
-after be definitely claimed.

In order that my invention may be the better
understood, I will now proceed to describe the
same with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:—

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a chair
~constructed in accordance with an embodiment of
my invention, a second position of certain parts
_of the chair being indicated by broken lines;
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Figure 2 is a view in side elevation of the chair
as herein embodied folded;

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken substantially
on the line 3—3 of Figure 1 looking in the direc-
tion of the arrow;

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken
through the structure as illustrated in Figure 1:

Figure 5 is a view in top plan of the chair as
illustrated in Figure 1.

As disclosed in the accompanying drawings, my
improved chair is provided at each side with an
elongated base member or sill | having pivotally
connected, as at 2, to its rear portion a relatively
short supplemental base member or sill 3.
base member or sill | and the supplemental base
member or sill 3 have relative swinging movement
to facilitate the desired folding of the chair in
its entirety and also to readily compensate for any
inequality which may be encountered upon the
surface on which the chair is resting.

The forward end portion of each of the base
members or sills | has pivotally connected there-
to, as at 4, an end portion of an elongated side
supporting leg 5 herein disclosed as straight from
end to end. The pivoted end portions of the side
legs 5 are connected one to the other by the
transversely disposed cross bar 6 while the oppo-
site or outer end portions of said side legs. 5 are
connected by the outer or top cross bar 1.

Pivotally connected, as at 8, to the outer end
portion of each of the supplemental base mem-
bers or sills 3 is an end portion of a second side
leg 9 of a length materially less than the length
of the adjacent side leg 5 and which leg 5, when
the chair is extended for use as illustrated in
Figures 1 and 4, is inclined upwardly and for-
wardly and terminates in advance of said ad-
Jjacent leg § which is disposed on an upward and
rearward incline. The adjacent legs 5 and 9 are
readily movable one independently of the other
to facilitate the desired folding or extending of
the chair. The legs 9 at points relatively close
to their pivots 8 are connected by a cross bar 0.

The outer or free end portions of the legs 9
are-connected by a cross bar {1 to which is suit-
ably secured an end portion of a flexible seat
and back element 12, the opposite end portion
of which being suitably secured to the bar 7
connecting the outer or top portions of the legs
5. At a point inwardly of but in relatively close
proximity to the connecting bar 11, each of the
legs 9 has pivotally connected thereto, as at 14,
an extended end portion 15 of an arm rest (6.
The opposite end portion of this arm rest (6 is
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pivotally connected, as at 17, to a supporting
leg 5 at a desired point intermediate its ends.
When the chair is extended for use, the arm
rests 16 operate to maintain the side legs 5 and
9 in desired relative assembly yet at the same
time readily permit the occupant of the chair to
rock or oscillate the same, thus obtaining all of
the comforts and advantages of a conventional
rocking chair. At this time it is to be particu-
larly stated that upon the occupant of the chair
as herein disclosed rocking or oscillating the
same, or more particularly the legs 5 and 9, no
creeping occurs of the base members or sills |
and the supplemental base members or sills 3
but, on the contrary, the chair maintains a fixed
placement which is of especial importance as it
eliminates the liability of marring the lawn or

other surface upon which the chair may be -

rested.

_In connection with my chair I find it of ad-
vantage to .employ a foot rest F' comprising the
elongated parallel side bars {8 having their
outer end portions connected by the cross rods I9.

The inner end portion of each of the side bars

18 of the foot rest F is pivotally connected, as at
20, to the pivoted end portion of a side leg 5
closely adjacent to but outwardly of the cross
bar 8 so that when the foot rest F is extended
for use, said side bar 18 will contact with the
connecting bar & and thus provide an effective
support for the extended foot rest to maintain
the same at all times free of the surface upon
which the chair is resting and also to allow the
foot rest to swing or oscillate in harmony with
the chair. The frame F, when extended for use,
also serves effectively as a lever to facilitate the
desired rocking of the chair by the occupant.
It is also to be particularly noted at this time
that as the side legs 5 and 9 are being rocked or
oscillated, the forward swinging movement there-
of will he limited by contact of the bar Il con-
necting the side legs 9 contacting from above
with each of the front extensions {5 of the arm
rests 16.- It is also to be noted that when the
foot rest F' is extended the cross bars 19 are ar-
ranged a material distance in advance of the
connecting bar {1 so that upon a person seating
himself upon the chair he can do so without hin~
drance being offered by the extended foot rest.

If desired, the foot rest may be swung back of
the seat element 12 and out of the way. This
may be readily done by pulling up on the cross
member |1 around the pivotal connection IT of
each of the arm rests 18 until each of the sup-
plemental base members or sills 3 is substantial-
ly vertically disposed. In this position the foot
rest ¥ may be readily swung rearwardly to the
position indicated by broken lines in Figure 4 or
forwardly as illustrated by full lines in both Fig-
ures 1 and 4. This rearward movement of the
foot rest F is limited by contact of the side bars

18 with the cross bar 10 connecting the legs 9.

When it is desired to fold the chair so that
the 'same may be compacted to- occupy a mini-
mum. of space when not .in use, the same may be
readily effected by the relative swinging move-
ment of the different parts as permitted by the
various pivotal connections: When so folded, as
particularly illustrated in Figure 2, each of the
supplemental base members or sills 3 swings in-
wardly of its associated base member or sill i,
and each base member or sill | swings into a posi-
tion substantially in parallelism with the adja-
cent side leg 5 with each side leg 9 folding in a
manner to bring the cross bar 11 into close prox-
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imity to the cross bar 1. The foot rest F when
the chair is folded is substantially housed or con-
fined between the legs 5.

As is particularly illustrated in Figures 3 and
4, the extremity of each of the base members or
sills [ is provided with a tail extension 21 directed
rearwardly from the adjacent pivotal connection
2 and which extension 21, when the chair is ex-
tended for use as illustrated in Figures 1 and 4,
has contact from above with a stop herein dis-
closed as a cross bar or rod 22 connecting the
supplemental base members or sills 3. The con-
tact of the tail extensions 21 with the cross mem-
ber 22 occurs when the chair is extended for use
and thus prevents the pivotal connections from
passing down below the horizontal, thus assur-
ing an easy folding of the chair when not in use
and at the same time increasing the compactness
of the chair when folded. This cross member or
rod 22 is positioned between the pivotal connec-
tions 2 and 8 and such member or rod connects
the supplemental base members or sills for
unitary swinging movement in the same direc-
tion about their pivots 8.

It is this particular action of the members or
gills 3 as assured by the cross member or rod 22
which causes the effective folding or compacting
of the chair.

The cross member or rod 22 also serves to keep
the front members or sills |, when the chair is
extended for use, from having turning or twist-
ing movement and also assures the chair struc-
ture in its entirety when extended for use being
maintained steady. In this connection it is to be
stated that the under surfaces of the tail pieces
21 of the base members or sills 1 constitute flat
surfaces which have direct contact with the cross
member or rod 22, thus assuring the substantial
elimination of any tendency of the members or

. sills I from turning or twisting.

This application is partly in. continuation of
my application Serial No. 493,382 filed November

- 4, 1930,

From the foregoing description it is thought to
be obvious that a folding chair constructed in
accordance with my invention is particularly well
adapted for use by reason of the convenience and
facility with which it may be assembled and oper-
ated, and it will also be obvious that my invention

is susceptible of some change and modification °

without departing from the principles and spirit
thereof and for this reason I do not wish to be
understood as limiting myself to the precise ar-
rangement and formation of the several parts
herein shown in carrying out my invention in
practice except as hereinafter claimed.

I claim:—

1. A folding chair of the character described
comprising a pair of spaced base members,
supplemental base members pivotally connected
to the first base members, side legs pivotally
connected to the outer ends of the first base
members, additional side legs pivotally con-
nected with the outer end portions of the sup-
plemental base members, one set of legs being
of a length less than the other, a cross member
connecting the outer end portions of each set
of supporting legs, a flexible back and seat ele-
ment supported by the members connecting the
supporting legs, and arm. rests pivotally con-
necting each supporting leg of one set with an
adjacent supporting leg of the second set, said
arm rests each having a part for contact with
the member connecting one set of supporting legs
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for limiting the oscillating movement of the sup-
porting legs in one direction.

2. A folding chair comprising a pair of base
members, side legs pivotally connected to the
forward end portions of the base members, ad-
ditional side legs pivotally connected with the

rear end portions of the base members, a flexi- -

ble seat structure supported by both sets of legs,
members pivotally connected with the free end
portions of the additional set of legs and the
first named set of legs, a stop carried by the
first named side legs and positioned adjacent to
the pivotal connections between said legs and the
base members, and a foot rest pivotally connected
to said first named legs at a point in relatively
close proximity to the base members but above
the stop, said foot rest when extended engaging
the stop from above to allow the foot rest to
move with the first named legs, said foot rest
serving as a lever to facilitate the rocking move-
ment of the chair.

3. A folding chair of the character described
comprising a pair of spaced base members,
side legs connected to the forward end portions
of the base members and extending upwardly
and rearwardly when the chair is in use, addi-
tional side legs pivotally connected with the rear
end portions of the base members and extending
upwardly and forwardly when the chair is in
use, a seat structure operatively supported by
both sets of legs, an arm rest pivotally connect-
ing each supporting leg of one set with an ad-
jacent supporting leg of the second set, a foot
rest pivotally connected with the lower portions
of the first named legs, and means carried by
the first named legs for supporting the foot rest
when extended free for movement with said
legs, said means also allowing the foot rest when
extended to serve as a lever to facilitate rock-
ing of the chair.

4. A folding chair comprising a pair of base
members, a set of supporting legs pivotally con-
nected with' the forward portions of the base
members, a second set of supporting legs pivot-
ally connected with the rear portions of the base
members, the legs of one set being in crossed
relation with the legs of the second set. when
the chair is extended with the legs of the first
set upwardly and rearwardly directed and the
legs of the second set upwardly and forwardly
disposed, a seat operatively supported by both
sets of legs, a member pivotally connected with
a leg of one set and with an adjacent leg of the
second set, a foot rest pivotally connected with
the lower portions of the first named set of legs
at a point below the seat and closely adjacent to
the pivotal connections of said legs of the first
named set and the base members, and means
carried by said legs of the first named set with
which the foot rest freely engages from above
when extended to hold said foot rest free for
movement with said legs, said means also allow-
ing said extended foot rest to serve as a lever to
facilitate rocking of the chair.

5. A folding chair comprising a pair of base
members, side legs pivotally connected to the
forward end portions of the base members, addi-
tional side legs pivotally connected with the rear
end portions of the base members, a flexible seat
structure supported by both sets of legs, members
pivotally connected with the free end portions
of the additional set of legs and the first named
set of legs, a stop carried by the first named side
legs and positioned adjacent to the pivotal con-
nections between said legs and the base members,
and a foot rest pivotally connected to said first
named legs at a point in relatively close prox-
imity to the base members, said foot rest when
extended engaging the stop to allow the foot rest
to move with the first named legs, said foot rest
serving as a lever to facilitate the rocking move-
ment of the chair.

6. A folding chair of the character described
comprising a pair of spaced base members, side
legs connected to the forward end portions of the
base members and extending upwardly and rear-
wardly when the chair is in use, additional side
legs pivotally connected with the rear end por-
tions of the base members and extending up-
wardly and forwardly when the chair is in use,
a seat structure operatively supported by both
sets of legs, an arm rest pivotally connecting each
supporting leg of one set with an adjacent sup-
porting leg of the second set, a foot rest pivot-
ally connected with the lower portions of the

" first named legs, and means carried by the first

named legs for holding the foot rest when ex-
tended free for movement with said legs, said
means also allowing the foot rest when extended
to serve as a lever to facilitate rocking of the
chair.

7. A folding chair comprising a pair of base
members, a set of supporting legs pivotally con-
nected with the forward portions of the base
members, a second set of supporting legs pivot-
ally connected with the rear portions of the base
members, the legs of one set being in crossed
relation with the legs of the second set when
the chair is extended with the legs of the first
set upwardly and rearwardly directed and the
legs of the second set upwardly and forwardly
disposed, a seat operatively supported by both
sets of legs, a member pivotally connected with
a leg of one set and with an adjacent leg of the
second set, a foot rest pivotally connected with
the lower portions of the first named set of legs
at a point below the seat and closely adjacent to
the pivotal connections of said legs of the first
named set and the base members, and means
carried by said legs of the first named sét with
which the foot rest freely engages when extended
to hold said foot rest free for movement with said
legs, said means also allowing said extended foot
rest to serve as a lever to facilitate rocking of the
chair.
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