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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Franx G. Remeg, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Oakland, in the county of Alameda and
State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Game-
Boards, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to an improved
game board for indoor amusement, and has
for its object to provide a suitable game
board on which is printed or otherwise de-
signed the representation of a baseball dia-
mond and field, in combination with the ac-
cessories by means of which the game is to
be played.

Another object is to provide a game board
upon which the various playing positions
are suitably connected by guide lines or
paths to indicate the direction in which the
playing pieces are to be moved, the posi-
tions on the diamond being likewise con-
nected by guide paths with the various field
positions, to indicate the line of movement
of the ball.

Another object is to provide an indicator

having suitable designating characters there-

on of the various positions of the playing
field, and also the numerals indicating the
number of spaces the playing pieces are to
be moved.

A further object is to provide a game
board of this character which will afford a
great amount of amusement, and at the same
fime may be very readily understood by the
younger players, it Dbeing unnecessary to
have any knowledge whatsoever of the game
of baseball.

With these and other objects in view, the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts as will be herein-
after more fully described and particularly

ointed out in the appended claims, it being
understood that changes in the specific struc-
ture shown and described may be made with-
in the scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit of the invention.

In the drawings forming a part of this
specification, and in which like letters of ref-
erence indicate similar parts in the several
views, Figure 1 is a plan view of the game
board showing the various fleld positions in-
dicated thereon and connected by paths for
the movement of the playing pieces, Fig. 2 Is
a similar view of the indicator, Fig. 3is a side
elevation thereof, Fig. 4 is a detail view of
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one of the pieces representing the players,
Fig. 5 is a similar view of the piece which
represents the ball.

Referring to the drawings, A illustrates
the top of my improved game board, the
same being provided with a representation
of a baseball field, printed or otherwise de-
signed thereon. This field comprises the po-
sitions known as catcher, home plate, first
base, second base and third base, which rep-
resents what is known as the diamond. In
the center of this diamond is located the
pitcher’s box. The diamond positions are
connected by parallel lines B, which indicate
the paths upon which the players are to run,
and extend beyond the home plate to pro-
vide a suitable foul line. Between the sec-
ond and third bases the position of short-
stop is also indicated and 1s connected with
the first base and home plate by means of
the parallel lines C the purpose of which
will be hereinafter described. The field po-
sitions are right field, left field, and center
field, which are also indicated at the proper
relative distances from the various diamond
positions. Kach of the field positions is
also connected with the first base and the
home plate by the parallel lines D. The
first and third bases are likewise connected
by parallel lines B’.

The space between the lines which connect
the diamond positions, and the space be-
tween the lines which connect the field posi-
tions with the diamond positions are differ-
ently colored or provided with other dis-
tinguishing characteristics. Thesespaces are
also divided by transverse lines into a plu-
rality of blocks or spaces over which the
playing pieces are moved in accordance with
the number spun upon the indicator.

The playing piece representing the ball
which is shown in Fig. 5 is adapted to be
moved upon the paths connecting the field
positions with the various diamond posi-
tions, at the same time that the piece repre-
senting the player is moved along the base
paths. ‘

In Fig. 2, T have shown an indicator de-
signed to be used in connection with my im-
proved game board, and it comprises a block
or base I, having pivoted at its center the
arrows I which may be freely rotated inde-
pendently of each other. Upon the top of
the base are printed two concentric circles
from the center of which extend a plurality
of radial lines dividing the same into eight
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equal spaces. Between the concentric circles ;

and in each of the spaces, one of the field
positions is indicated, viz., right field, short-
stop, left field, left field fly, center field fly,
center field grounder, first base, and foul.
Numbers 1 to 8 are also printed in the spaces
provided by the radial Iines.

The pieces representing the players are
shown in Fig. 4, 18 of them being provided,
9 men representing a team. The two sets of
9 pleces will be differently colored, so as to
avoid confusion in the playing of the game.

Fig. 5 represents the piece which is to be
used as the ball, and moves on the paths be-
tween the home plate and the various field
positions.

Having thus fully described the game board
and the various accessories for playing the
same, I will now describe the manner in
which my improved game is to be played.

The game 1s played by two persons, each
representing the captain of an imaginary
baseball team. After dividing the pieces
representing the players, each person tak-
ing all the pieces of one color, just nine in
number, the indicator is spun. The person
spinning the highest numbes is the first to
go to bat, or become what is known as the
‘inside team” the other party placing his
players on the various diamond and field
positions. The piece representing the ball is
placed upon the home plate. The party
representing the outside team always spins
first for the pitched when throwing the ball,
or when the ball is being moved upon the
various paths. The person representing the
inside team now spins the arrow of the indi-
cator for the batter. If the number spun by
the pitcher is higher than that spun by the
batter, then a sfrike is vegistered. If the
batter’s spin, however, is the highest, he is
credited with a ball.  In the event of the
pitcher and batter spinning the same num-
ber upon the indicator, the hatter is credited
with a hit. The batter now moves along the
first base line as many paces as the number
spun by the party representing the inside
team. The position indicator is now spun
by the outside team to determine whether
the ball is to be a foul or was hit to the right
field, left field or center field or is to be in-
tercepted by any of the players stationed
upon the diamond. For the purpose of
illustrating the manner of playing the game,
we will say that the ball was hit to center
field and was what is known as
grounder”. The piece representing the ball
1s now moved upon the path D toward center
field the same number of spaces as the batter
was moved toward first base.

It must be understood that when a hit is
made by the batter, the batter and the ball
are always moved the same number of
spaces, which is the number that was spun
when the hit was made. If the ball reaches
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the center field position upon the exact num-
ber which was spun upon the indicator the
batter is out, but if the number spun for the
ball is a higher number than would enable
it to reach the center field position, it is
turned into the path leading to first base.
The two players representing each of the

70

teams now spin the indicator alternately and

if the batter reaches fivst base before the ball
he is safe. The batter muist, however, veach
this position by an even number Spun upon
the indicator. Should the number be greater
than the one desired, the batter must pass
around first base onto the path which con-
nects with the second base. Should the ball
when moving from the home plate reach
the pitcher’s box upon the number spun by
the 1ndicator, it may be moved at right an-
gles therefrom toward first base. Should it
arrive there before the piece representiig
the batter, the latter is out. The batter is
also declared out if the ball should arrive
at the second base upon the number spuan by
the indicator. When the batter is stationet
upon a base he is safe, and cannot be put
out, but if another batter males s hit and
arrives upon first base, then the first bat-
ter who was stationed there must move to-
ward the second base. e is then forced off,
for two players cannot occupy one base at
the same time. When the player is thus
forced off, the party for the inside team
will spin the indicator and the piece repre-
senting the batter will be moved along the
path between the first and second bases as
many of the spaces marked thereon as in-
dicated by the point of the arrow. The per-
son representing the outside team now spins
the indicator and moves either the first or
second baseman, in accordance with his
judgment, upon the path between the two
bases. Should either of the basemen arrive
in the same space with the runner, he iz de-
clared out. The baseman or the batter can
niove either way upon the running path

when the batter has been forced to leave his.

base. The batter would also be out should
he unfortunately land upon the block in
which one of the basemen are stationed.
the batter should succeed in reaching second
base on the number spun, he is safe. When
a batter is put out between the bases all the
basemen are placed back upon their proper
positions, and play is again started as when
the game was first commenced. If the bat-
ter succeeds in evading all the basemen when
moving between the bases and makes a com-
plete civenit of the diamond, arriving st the
home plate from which he started, one run
is scored for the inside team.

The above description will apply in the
same manner when the ball has been hit to
any of the other positions named upon the
mncicator. It will be noted that each of the
positions marked short-stop, right field, left
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field, and center field are connected by par-
allel lines with the first base and the home
plate. Therefore should the ball arvive at
any of these positions upon an even number
spun upon the indicator, the batter will be
out. Should a player be stationed at the
third base at the time the out is made, the
ball may be moved back to the home plate,
only of course so many blocks at a time a8
is spun upon the indicator. Should the ball
arrive at the home plate before the player
who is stationed at third base, a double play
will be recorded. The paths connecting
home plate with first and third bases are
extended beyond the catcher’s position, and
are likewise blocked off by transverse lines
similar to the running paths. Theblocksare
preferably four in number and should the
arrow point to the numeral 4 upon being
spun, the batter will be out. The catcher
can, however, stop in any of the intermedi-
ate blocks should a lower number be spun,
and the outside team will continue to spin
the indicator until he has spun the required
number to place the catcher in the last block
of the foul line or spins a higher number
so that he would pass beyond the same.  In
this event the batter would still retain his
position at the plate. The first two foul
balls struck by the batter are, however,
counted as strikes in any event. The pitcher
must acquire the first strike by gpinning a
higher number than the batter. It will be
noted that a left and center fly are indi-
cated. Thus it will be seen that every possi-
ble contingency is provided for.

The parallel lines connecting the bases,
which represent the running paths, are di-
vided by the transverse lines into eight
spaces of equal length. There are also eight
divisions of the paths D, which connect the
home plate with the right and left field po-
sitions and in which the ball is adapted to
be moved. There are ten of these spaces
from the home plate to the center field posi-
tion, and six spaces from the center field to
first base. There are also six spaces from
right field to first base, and four spaces from
left field to second base. Should the ball be
hit to the left field it is moved the number of
spaces which the indicator may direct
toward the second base. Should it arrive at
second base on the number spun upon the in-
dicator before the batter reaches first base,
the batter is out. Should, however, the
number be greater, the ball is moved along
the path B from second to first base. This
is the only instance when it is necessary to
move the ball along the running path.
From the position of short-stop to the home
plate there are four spaces and from first
base to the home plate there are five spaces.
Thus it will be seen that when the indicator
arrow points to the short-stop, the ball will
be moved in the spaces between the parallel
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lines C from the home plate to the short
stop position. Should it arrive at such po-
sition by the number spun upon the indi-
cator, the batter is out. If the number 18
greater than that desired, the operation Is
the same as in the other situations before
deseribed and the ball is moved from the
short-stop position to first base.

When three men upon the inside team
have been put out, the party representing
the team will place his players on the vari-
ous diamond and field positions, the outside
team now going to bat. When three men
upon each of the teams have been put out,
one inning has been played. The game
proceeds as above described until twenty-
sevenn men have been put out, when a full
nine inning game of Dbaseball has been
played. The team upon which the most
men, as represented by the playing pieces,
have made a complete circuit of the bases,
wins the game. It will be understood that
a game of less than nine innings may be
played if desired, upon agreement by the
parties participating therein.

In Figs. 4 and 5 are illustrated the play-
ing pieces, the form of which Is not essen-
tial to the requirements of the game, and
which may be constructed and ornamented
in any desired manner. It will also be un-
derstood that instead of providing a double
indicator, two separate indicators may be
used, and that the game board may be so
constructed that the baseball field will be
realistically represented, uniformed players
being printed thereon opposite the Various
positions.

My improved game is highly interesting
when played, and can be easily understood
by persons who are entirely ignorant of the
riles of the game of baseball. It maymore-
over be very cheaply and attractively manu-
factured, and the movements of the various
playing pieces are such that the very high-
est degree of realism is obtained in the play-
ing of the game.

Tlaving thus described my said invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
United States Letters Patent is:—

1. The hereindescribed game board com-

rising a board having the diagram of a
base ball field thereon, said field consisting
of the diamond positions of first base, sec-
ond base, third base, and the home plate,
and the positions of left field, center field,
and right field, said diamond positions be-
ing connected by parallel lines divided inta
a plurality of spaces, each of said field posi-
tions being connected to the first base and
the home plate by parallel lines to provide
paths for the movement of playing pieces,’
said paths being divided into a plurality of
blocks or spaces, a short stop position indi-
cated within said diamond, said position
also being connected by indicated paths to
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the first base and the home plate, a pitcher’s
position located in the center of said dia-
mond and connected to each of the diamond
positions by indicated paths, the paths con-
necting said diamond positions being ex-
tended beyond the home plate and also di-
vided into a number of spaces substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The herein described game board com-
prising a board having a base ball field rep-
resented thereon, said field consisting of the
positions of first base, second base, third
base, and home plate which comprise the
diamond positions, the pitcher’s position be-
ing indicated in the center of said diamond,
said diamond positions being connected by
parallel lines divided by transverse lines
into a plurality of spaces, similarly divided
lines connecting the pitcher’s position with
each of said diamond positions, field posi-
tions upon said board connected with first
base and the home plate by parallel lines
and likewise divided into. a plurality of
spaces, playing pieces occupying certain of
the field positions and movable over the
paths formed by said connecting lines, a
short stop position indicated within the dia-
mond and connected to the first base and

042,748

home plate by parallel lines also divided
mto a plurality of spaces, the lines connect-
ing said diamond positions extending be-
yond the home plate, in combination with

30

an indicator provided with two arrows revo- .
lubly mounted thereon, said indicator being

provided with concentric circles printed or
otherwise designed upon its surface, a plu-
rality of radial lines dividing the space be-
tween said circles and between the circles
and the arrows, into a plurality of spaces of
equal area, the names of certain of the play-
ing positions being designated between said
circles and adapted to indicate the manner

in which the ball has been hit, and numbers -
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in said spaces between the circles and the

arrows, adapted to indicate the character of
the ball thrown by the pitcher, said arrows
being mounted for independent rotation
substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two wilnesses. :

FRANK G. REMPE.

Witnesses:
G. W. Ross,
Marx S. ARMSTRONG.
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