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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Cuarizs A. Roiug,
a citizen of -the United States, residing ab
Hudgson Falls, in the county of Washington
and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Lifters for ot
Dishes and the like, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to a hot dish lifter,
and the primary object of the same is to pro-
vide @ device of this class having a novel
form of clamping members which may be
readily and effectively applied to diametri-
cally opposite portions of a heated dish, jar
or analogous container to move the latter
from-one -place to another withont burning
or scalding: the hands.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a lifter for hot dishes, jars ov the
like having movable clamping members that
will readily adapt themselves to a jar or dish
flange and including means for always main-
taining the said members in operative posi-
tion and also prevent them from moving

‘beyond a predetermined degree relatively to

the supporting means therafor.

With these and other cbjects and advan-
tages in view, the invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of the sever:

described and claimed.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1is a perspective view of a lifter em-
bodying the features of the invention.

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the same
showing the jaws open and in the position
they will assume in engaging a hot dish or
other device as partially indicated in cdotted
lines.

Fig. 8 is a side elevation of a part of the
improved lifter shown partially in section
and applied to a dish iilnstrated in dotted
lines.

Tig. 4 is a transverse vertical section on
the line 4—4, Fig. 2, of the two clamping
members, showing the means for applying
them to the operating levers or handles, the
jaw members being llustrated as engaging
the flange of a dish shown in dotted lines.

The numerals 5 and 6 designate two han-
dles or levers having the vear end of one
mounted over the rear end of the other and
pivotally connected as at 7. To the forward
extremity of each handle or lever a clamp-
ing jaw 1s pivotally connected, each jaw con-
sisting of a head bar 8 centrally attached
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by a pivot bolt 9 to the forward extremity
of its handle and a wire grip or carrier con-
sisting of depending outwardly curved men:-
bers 10 having their upper ends bent at an
angle and transversely inserted through and
secured in the opposite extremities of the
head bar 8, as at 11, the lower portions of
the depending curved members 10 being
formed with horizontal angular bends 12
extending inwardly and connected by =
Iower substantially horizontal, outwardly
curved or concavo-convex embracing and
gripping member 13. The embracing and
gripping member 13 of each jaw extends
outwardly beyond the outer side edge of its
head bar, as shown by Fig. 2, and the n-

ward angular horizontal bends 12 provide .

for disposition of the curved embracing and
gripping members 13 of both jaws in close
relation to the body of a pan under the
Hange of the latter or under the head or
flange around the mouth of a-jar. Hach
clamping jaw, through the pivotal connec-
tion of its head bar 8 to one of the handles
or levers, is free to swivel, but it is obvious
that great inconvenience would arise 1f these
jaws weve to have unlimited turning move-
ment, and te avold this disadvantage a
spring 14 is connected to the rear end of each
hesd bar 8 and also to the under-edge of the
adiacent handle or lever. Kach head bar
also hes a stop in the form of a loop or staple
15. which is adapted to engage with the
outer or inner side edge of the adjacent ex-
tremity of the handle or lever to which the
head bar 8 is attached, to thereby also limit
the swinging movement of the clamping
jaws. The stop 15 is disposed close to the
pivotal connection between the head bar 8
and the adjacent handle or lever so that the
movement of the two jaws, either inwardly
or ocutwardly, will be limited. The springs
14 act to maintain the jawsin operative posi-
tion and any abnormal movement thereof,
gither inwardly or outwardly, is against the
resistance of the said springs, the springs
instantly vestoring the jaws to a position for
sroper application thereof to opposite por-

O

tions of a dish or jar,

Normally the handles or levers 5 and 6
re drawn in cloge relation, or closed, when
the device is not in use, to reduce the latter
for convenience in storage. In operating
the device for application (o a dish or jar,
the handles or levers 5 and 6 are spread
apart, the rear pivotal connection of the said
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handles or levers facilitating a ready open-
ing of the same while they are held in ad-
vance of the said rear pivotal connection.
When the handles or levers have been spread
far enough apart to effect an engagement of
the jaws or embracing and gripping wire
members 13 with relation to the body of a
dish or jar, the handles or levers ave drawn
together by tightly gripping the same and
thereby firmly holding the jaws in engag-
ing relation to the dish or jar and permit-
ting the latter to the lifted and transported
from one position to another. The clamping
jaws are released from the dish or jar by
opening the handles or levers sufficiently to
clear the embracing and gripping members
13 from engagement with the body of the
dish or jar and also to clear the inward an-
gular bends 12 frow the dish flange or from
a jar head or flange. The outwardly curved
depending members 10 provide for clearance
of the contents of a dish or container, such
as bread, cakes, etc., it being understood
that the improved dish lifter may be used in
connection with all sorts of dishes but pref-
erably hot dishes. Tt is preferred that the
handles or levers 5 and 6 and the head bars
8 be formed of wood., but the remaining
parts of the jaws are made of stiff wire of a
suitable gage and are thereby rendered du-
rable and will resist burning or overhealing
due to contact with hot dishes, jars and the
like.

It is obvious that changes in the propor-
tions, dimensions and minor details of con-
struction may be adopted without departing
from the spirit of the invention.

What is claimed as new is:

I. In a lifter of the class specified. the
combination of a pair of handles pivoted at
their vear ends, clamping devices comprising
head bars intermediately pivoted to the
front ends of the handles and having pen-
dent embracing and carrying members con-
sisting of outwardly cnrved wires with con-
necting wires secured to opposite exiremi-
ties of the head bars, the curved embracing
and carrying members and the depending
connecting wires having inwardly extending
horizontal bends at their points of intersec-
tion, and means for holding the clamping
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devices in position for engagement with a
dish or other device.

2. In a lifter of the class specified, a pair
of handles pivoted at their rear ends and
free for opening and closing movements
fully throughout their length forwardly
from the pivotal point thereof, clamping de-
vices pivotally connected to the front ex-
termities of the handles and having head
bars with pendent embracing and carrying
means comprising outwardly curved mem-

bers, and springs attached to the rear ex--

tremities of the head bars and to the handles
to. maintain the clamping devices In opera-
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tive position for engaging a dish or other -

device.

3. In a lifter of the class specified, a pair
of handles pivoted at their rear ends and
free for opening and closing movements
fully throughout their length forwardly
from the pivotal point thereof, clamping de-
vices pivotally connected to the front ex-
tremities of the handles and having head
bars with pendent embracing and carrying
meang comprising outwardly curved mem-
bers, stop devices connected to the top por-
tions of the head bars to engage opposite
side edges of the forward extremities of the
handles. and springs connected to the rear
extremities of the head bars and to the han-
dles for maintaining the clamping devices in
engaging position with relation to a dish or
other container.

4. In a lifter of the class specified, the
combination of handles pivoted at their rear
ends and free for opening and closing move-
ments throughout their length in advance
of the reav pivotal connection thereof,
clamping devices comprising head hars piv-
otally counected at their central portions to
the forward extremities of the handles and
having outwardly curved pendent embrac-
ing and carrying members, and spring de-
vices connected to the rear extermities of the
head bars and to the handles to maintain the
clamping devices in operative position for
engaging a dish or other container.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand.

CHARLES A, ROIDER.
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