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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

MERCHANDISE DISPLAY CABINET

Dean T. Waddell, Greenfield, Qhio, assignor to
E. J. Brach & Seuns, Chicago, Ill., a corporation

of Hliinois

Application January 4, 1940, Serial Neo. 312,317
(CL 312—118)

3 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in mer-
chandise display cabinets. .

One object of the invention is to provide a novel
cabinet for displaying several kinds of merchan-
dise, such as different kinds of candy or like con-
fectionery, and rendering packages of the dis-
played merchandise readily accessible to store
clerks or to customers. A cabinet or show case
embodying the present improvements thus aids
sales by reason of its attractive display of mer-
chandise and the convenience provided by it in
enabling customers to select pre-packaged quan-
tities of the goods desired.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
cabinet provided with ‘compartments, each
adapted to retain a given quantity of merchan-
dise for display purposes only, and a plurality of
bins or open compartments, each associated with
one of the display compartments and adapted to
hold a number of packages of the merchandise
displayed by the respective compartment and
thus render the packaged goods of each bin
readily identifiable by and accessible to clerks or
customers for facilitating the sale of the goods.

An additional object of the invention is to°

provide a case or cabinet having display com-
partments or shams, each of which completely
encloses the merchandise therein and thus pro-
tects it against dust and contaminating contacts
and which can be filled or emptied with facility.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a cabinet of the type mentioned- which is con-
structed preferably of a pair of stacked sections

lower one only will be described speciﬁcaliy.
However, in the figures the elements of section
11, which correspond with the elements of sec-

tion 10, are given corresponding reference char-

acters but are primed for identification. Section
10 of the cabinet comprises a pair of end walls

" 12—12, a base 13 and an inclined panel 14 located

10

intermediate the front and rear extremities of
the cabinet. The end walls {2 comprise lower
forward portions {5 and upwardly extending rear
portions 16. The inclined wall 14 is shown lo-

cated at approximately the line of juncture of
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which are relatively adjustable forwardly and

rearwardly for obtaining the maximum advan-
tages for displaying merchandise under different
conditions.

Other objects of the invention relate to various
features of construction and arrangement of
parts which will be apparent from a consideration
of the following specification and accompanying
drawings, wherein

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a merchandise
display case or cabinet embodying the present
improvements;

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken on
line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a broken rear elevatlon of one of
the cabinet sections;

Figure 4 is an enlarged broken perspective view

illustrating an adjustable connecting means be-
tween the two cabinet sections; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one of the
removable shams or merchandise displaying con-

tainers of a type suitable for utilization in the

cabinet.

In the form of the invention iltustrated in Fig-
ures 1 and 2 of the drawings, the cabinet com-
prises a pair of sections 10 and {l, the latter
being superposed on the first. The sectlons are
of substantially identical construction and the
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tions 15 of the side walls and in the wall {4,

the forward and rear portions {5 and 16. A panel
{1 preferably of glass extends between the for-
ward ends of the portions 15 and {5, which panel,

together with the portions 15—15 and the wall

14 constitute a receptacle which is divided into
open top bins by a plurality of dividers or sepa-
rators 18, also preferably of glass. The glass
panels mentioned may be supported by suitable
receiving grooves formed in the base 13, in por-
The
bins indicated by the numeral 19 are designed
for holding packaged goods such as candy. The
packages may consist of cartons or bags of paper
or Cellophane, and preferably hold a  popular
priced quantity of candy of different kinds. It
will be seen that packages or bags of candy in the
bins 19 are readily accessible to store clerks or to
the customers themselves, where the device is
employed in self-service stores, for example. . -

The portion of the section 10 of the cabinet
located between the upwardly extending rear por-
tions 16—16 of the side walls comprises compart-
ments open at the front and adapted to receive
a plurality of merchandise display containers such
as the shams 20 shown in Figure 5. The shams
20 are of box-like construction provided with end
walls 21—21, a base 22 and a top 23, which may
be of wood, composition board or other suitable
material. This frame-like structure is suitably
grooved for receiving a rear panel 24, which may
be of ply-wood, or pressed wood, or other opaque
material, and a front panel 26 preferably of glass.
The panels 24 and 25 of the shams are thus read-
ily removable when the sham has been removed
from the cabinet section 10, as will be seen. The
shams are designed to hold unpackaged merchan-
dise for display purposes only. The removability
of the panels 24 and 25 enables the merchandise
readily to be placed in or removed from the shams
and also simplifies not only cleaning the interiors
of the shams but also in polishing the 1n’1er sur-
face of the glass panel 28.

The shams 28 are adapted to be located in the
upper cabinet section, each in alignment with one
of the bins 19, but at an elevation above the bins
whereby the latter can be well stacked with
packaged goods without obstructing the view. of
the displayed goods in the corresponding shams.
For supporting the shams in position, a transverse'
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shelf 26 is shown in Figure 2, which shelf is pro-
vided with a ledge 27. When the shams have
been inserted in the position shown in Figure 2,
any suitable latching means, such as pivoted
spring members 28, may be turned to engage the
upper rear portion of the shams and thus hold
them in position. Since the front face of the
rear upper portion of the cabinet section is open,
the glass panels 25 of the shams render the mer-
chandise in the respective shams visible from the
front of the cabinet, and not only are the goods
therein visible to prospective customers and thus
serve to identify the character of the goods in the
bins 19 aligned with the respective shams, but
the latter also protects the unpackaged goods on
display from dust and from other contaminating
contacts. It will be apparent that by turning
the latches 28 the various shams can readily be
removed from the position shown in Figure 2, the
merchandise removed therefrom and fresh mer-
chandise substituted, which may be of the same
character, or a different kind of candy or mer-
chandise, if so desired. However, for the con-
venience of customers, the goods within each
sham should correspond with the goods in the
packages in the corresponding bins so that a cus-
tomer, upon seeing in one of the shams a kind of
candy or other confection that he desires, need
only select one or more packages from the cor-
responding bin. .

Extending along the base of the bins (9 there
is provided a channel strip 29 adapted to hold
price cards for indicating the price.of the goods
in the packages in the respective bins. As will
be noted, the lower section 10 is of greater width
from front to rear than upper section If, al-
though the bins and shams of each section pref-
erably are of the same size.. The upper ends of
the portions (6 of the side walls" 12 may be pro-
vided with tongues 30, while the lower edges of
the end walls 12’ of the upper section may be
complementarily grooved as indicated at 3I,
whereby when the upper section is located on the
upper end of the lower section, the sections are
held against relative lateral movement. How-
ever, this construction enables the upper section
to be adjusted forwardly or rearwardly on the
lower section. The cabinet illustrated is adapted
to be positioned on any suitable support such as
a counter 32. Since the available supports or
counters in stores and shops may vary in height,
as well as width, the relative adjustability of one
section with respect to the other gives added con-
venience in the use of the cabinet under different
conditions. For example, where a counter or
other support 32 is relatively low, it is desirable
to shift the upper section {1 rearwardly so that
the forwardly projecting bin section of the upper
cabinet will not unduly obstruct the view of the
display shams in the lower section. In Figure 2
of the drawings, the lower section 10 is shown
with its left hand or forward end projecting be-
yond the edge of the counter, while the upper
section 11 is shown projecting at the rear there-
of beyond the rear face of section 10. It is, of
course, desirable that upper section 11 does not
project inwardly beyond the plane of the right
hand edge.of the counter, since otherwise it might
be an annoyance to clerks working at the rear of
the counter. Where a support.or counter is rela-

tively high above the floor, it will be seen that

the upper section [l of the cabinet can be moved
to the left from the position shown in Figure 2
without materially obstructing the view of the
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shams of display compartments of the lower sec-
tion 10 of the cabinet. Where a space is avail-
able along a wall, the cabinet can be placed with
the rear or right hand faces thereof, as viewed
in Figure 2, against such wall, since access to the
interior of the sections is not required except
when the merchandise in the shams is to be re-
moved. Since the cabinet is made in sections,
they may be of a size rendering them readily
portable and thus can be shifted from time to time
to different locations in a store without difficulty.
If desired, an advertising panel 33 may be pro-
vided on the top of the cabinet section 10, as
shown in Figures 1 and 2.

While I have shown and described an embodi-
ment of my improvements for the purposes of il-
lustration, it will be obvious that various changes
may be made therein without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

Iclaim:

1. A cabinet for merchandise comprising a pair
of sections one superposed on the other and pro-
vided with means enabling horizontal adjustment
of the upper section with respect to the lower

section, each section comprising a row of open

top bins for packaged merchandise and a row of
elevated compartments each located rearwardly
of one of said bins, said .compartments having
open front faces, and a removable sham for each
compartment comprising a container for un-
wrapped merchandise corresponding to the
wrapped merchandise of the adjacent bin and
provided with a glazed front wall for displaying
the contained merchandise and identifying the
wrapped merchandise of the associated bin.

2. A cabinet for merchandise comprising an up-
per and a lower section, each of said sections com-~
prising a forwardly extending lower portion pro-
viding a plurality of open bins for wrapped mer~-
chandise and a rearwardly disposed elevated por-
tion providing compartments each contiguous to

.one of said bins and each having a glazed front

wall adapted to display unwrapped merchandise

corresponding to the wrapped merchandise of the

contiguous hin, and cooperating means in the
base of said lower portion of the upper section
and in the upper portion of the lower section for

‘preventing lateral displacement of the upper sec-

tion .when superposed on the lower section and

_enabling adjustment of the upper section for-

wardly and rearwardly with respect to the lower
section.

3. A cabinet for merchandise comprising a pair
of sections one positioned on the other and each
having a lower forward portion comprising a row
of open top bins for packaged goods and a rear
section comprising a row of compartments lo-
cated at an elevation above the respective bins,
each of said compartments being alighed with
one of said bins and comprising a closed con~
tainer adapted for displaying unpackaged goods
corresponding to the packaged goods of the
aligned bin, the lower forward portion of the up-
per section projecting forwardly beyond the front
plane of the row of compartments of the lower
section, and -means removably securing the up-
per section on the lower section and enabling the
upper section to be adjusted forwardly and rear-
wardly of the lower section for altering the ex-

tent said row of bins of the upper section pro-

jects beyond the front plane of the closed com-
partments of the lower section.

DEAN T. WADDELL,



