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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CLARENCE W. HUBBELL, OF NAUGATUCK, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE 
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S-9,52. Specification of Letters Patent. at ent ('d Alg. 7, 1920. 
Application filed November 7, 1919. Serial No. 336,371. 

To (ill hon in (ty ('On ''': 
Ise it known that I (1.A 1: Noi; W. IITB 

BELL, a citizen of the linited States, resid 
ing at Naugatuck, county of New Ilaven, 
and State of Connecticit, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
3oots, of which the following is a full, 

clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to footwear and 

especially to a waterproof boot provided 
with a skirt or extension suitable for hunt 
ei's and fishermen. 

loots with skirt extensions as heretofore 
made have had no provision for adjusting 
their foot portions tightly or snugly about 
the ankle and in consequence have permit 
ted the foot to slip back and forth in an un 
comfortable manner. The boot to which 
the skirt has been attached has had to be 
large enough around the ankle to permit 
the last upon which it is built to be with 
drawn and this fact together with the stiff 
and unyielding character of the materials 
constituting the boot are responsible for 
the loose fitting of the article about the 
ankle of the wearer. This feature of con 
struction renders the boots unsuitable for 
hunting and fishing purposes where consid 
erable walking is inevitable in the quest for 
game. Furthermore prior “hip' boots are 
heavier than necessary because of the Weight 
and length of the stout upper which usually 
reaches to a point adjacent the knee. 
The present invention aims to provide a 

skirt-topped short boot free of objection 
able looseness about the ankle, and a Water 
proof article that is more comfortable and 
lighter than those heretofore made but du 
rable and stout enough to meet service re 
quirements. 

It consists essentially of a boot and skirt 
united in a durable waterproof fashion and 
adjustable over the instep and around the 
ankle for conforming the upper to the arch 
and ankle of the wearer very much after 
the fashion of an ordinary high shoe. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective of the boot 

ready to be laced up. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view in horizontal section 

at the plane of the upper edges of the boot 
or foot portion proper. 

Fig. 3 is an inside view of the pocket or 

front closure before its application to the 
last. 

In the drawings the article is shown com 
Drising a boot ol' shoe portion indicated 
generally by the numeral 1 and a skirt, or 
extension 2. The boot or shoe portion in 
cludes a vamp 8 and quarters 4 which latter 
terminate in lacing flies 5. By a lacing 6 
the flies 5 may be drawn together to shug 
the upper about the ankle of the wearer, 
Water being excluded by a placket closure 
or foldable member 7 which is united mar 
ginally to the vamp 3 and quarters 4 behind 
the eyleted flies 5. The quarters 4 and 
Placket closure 7 together constitute a con 
tinuous or unbroken upper. It is to be 
noted that the flies 5 terminate short of the 
upper edges of the quarters, as indicated at 
5, and that the placket closure or foldable 
member 7 is united marginally to the 
quarters when it is in a folded flat condi 
tion, i. e., when the surfaces defining the 
W-shaped openings 8 and 9 in Fig. 2 are 
directly in contact. 
After the boot or shoe portion 1 has been 

completed, the skirt portion 2 preferably of 
a single thickness of flexible rubber coated 
fabric reinforced if desired by an extra 
layer of rubberized fabric terminating on 
the line indicated at 2 has its lower edge 
adhered or “stitched' thereto as indicated 
at 2'. While this may be done in any suit 
able manner it has been found convenient 
to spread or open the placket closure 7 while 
the boot or shoe is on the last, the skirt be 
ing brought from one side of the rear center 
line around over the central median line of 
the placket closure held distended in any 
convenient manner as by a tapering or 
pointed tool, and afterward the last is 
turned over and the seaming continued 
from the front center to the rear center of 
the boot. Then the longitudinal edges of 
the skirt are joined together at the rear by 
a single longitudinal lap seam. To hold the 
skirt up over the knee a strap 10 and buckle 
11 are preferably provided for connection 
at the waistline of the wearer. . . . . 
The article is preferably made of rubber 

ized fabric and gum the shoe and placket 
closure being preferably heavy and stout 
and the skirt light and flexible. The loca 
tion of the placket closure at the front of 
the shoe insures a gathering of the fullness 
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in the skirt over the front portion of the leg. 
where, it is less likely to catch on obstruct 
ing brush and the like than if it were lo 
cated at the sides of the leg. A single 
placket closure or pocket member 7 at the 
front also enables the boot or shoe portion 
to be made blucher fashion which has here 
tofore not been attainable in waterproof 
footwear of the same kind as that to which 
this invention relates and the placket mem 
ber being of stout material like the adjacent 
quarters is not likely to tear or crack in 
walking when it is subjected to consider 
able flexure, but it is sufficiently yielding to 
permit free and easy movement of the 
wearer. 
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It will thus be seen that I have provided a 
new and useful article of footwear which 
may be readily adjusted about the ankle so as 
to minimize, if not eliminate, the liability of 
blistering the heel heretofore present in 
prior topped boots. It is also light enough 
to be comfortable in walking even consider 
able distances, little or no greater discomfort 
being occasioned than with an ordinary high 
shoe or bootee. w 

It is also to be noted that the boot of the 
present invention laces tight over the in 
step and around the ankle and is made of a 
strong material not likely to be snagged by 
underbrush. The ankle and lower part of 
the leg are protected and conform very 
closely to the sides of the wearer's foot so 
that the lower portion of the boot is small. 
Furthermore the joining of the skirt or leg 
covering to the external upper edge of the 
shoe insures smoothness on the inside. The 
lap seam joining the shoe and skirt being 
located entirely above the ankle, there is no 
opportunity for the thin flexible skirt to be 
chafed or cracked and thus ruin the boot 
more rapidly than the material deteriorates 
in the usual course. 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim and desire to protect by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. As an article of manufacture, a boot 

1849,573 

having foot and leg covering portions, the 
foot portion being Eis externally with fastening devices for adjustment over the 
instep and around the ankle, the foot and 
leg covering portions being united inter 
mediate the ankle and knee by an endless 
substantially circular lap joint located en 
tirely above the ankle, and a waterproof 
rubber coating over the exterior of the 
article. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a boot 
having a foot portion and a skirt extending 
up over the leg, the foot portion having a 
continuous tubilar upper formed by quarters 
joined together at the front by a foldable 
placket member covering the instep and the 
lower, portion of the leg immediately adja 
cent the ankle, lacing flies on said foot por 
tion at the junctions of said quarters and 
placket member, the skirt being continuous 
or tubular and having only a single longi 
tudinal lap seam, the foot portion being 
made of reinforced material and the skirt be 
ing made of more flexible material than the 
foot portion. 

3. As an article of manufacture, a rein 
forced high shoe having an upper with a 
front placket member adjustable over the 
instep and around the leg and terminating 
immediately above the ankle, and a leg 
covering secured to the top of the quarters 
and placket member of the high shoe by a 
circumferential lap joint, the leg covering 
being of lighter material than the high shoe 
and both being externally waterproofed. 

4. As an article of manufacture, a water 
proof Blucher shoe covering the foot and leg 
to a point immediately above the ankle and 
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adjustable over the instep and around the . 
leg, and a waterproof leg covering lapping 
the upper edge of the shoe externally at a 
point entirely above the ankle where the lap 
joint is not subjected to flexure in walking. 
Signed at Naugatuck, Conn., this 22nd day 

of October, 1919. 
CLARENCE W. HUBBELL. 
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