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This invention relates to scaffolding used in wall or
building construction or repair and more particularly is
an improvement in sectional platforms for use with scaf-
folding as a support for. bricks, tile, block or the like an
as a walkway or platform for the worker. :

An object of the invention is to provide a relatively
light, sturdy, durable and inexpensive sectional platform
or support which can easily be assembled on location for
use with conventional scaffolding, such as tubular steel
scaffolding, to provide a support for materials and work-
ment in wall construction.

Another object is a sectional platform having, when
assembled, a high safety factor.

A further object is a device of the type disclosed in
which the assembled sections provide a support or plat-
form satisfactorily resistant to torsional strains and
stresses and which is rigid under load.

Still another object of this invention is a platform or
support of the character described which consists in a
plurality of unit sections, each of which is adapted to be
quickly and easily coupled and assembled together in
end-to-end relation with an adjacent section.

Still another object is to provide a sectional support
of the type disclosed in which the sections are provided
with side rails underlying a supporting surface and in
which the ends of the side rails extend beyond each end
of the supporting surface and wherein one of the rails of
the respective. sections defines one longitudinal side edge
or dimension of the supporting surface, and the other rail
is offset inwardly of the opposite longitudinal side edge or
dimension of the supporting surface sufficiently to receive
an extended rail end of an adjacent assembled section in
side-by-side overlying relation.

Other and further objects and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent from the following description
and claims, reference being made to the accompanying
drawings in which like reference characters are employed
to designate like parts throughout the same. Other em-
bodiments of the invention employing equivalent princi-
ples may be applied by those skilled in the art, and
structural changes may be made as desired without de-
parting from the scope of the present invention.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1'is a perspective view partly broken away
illustrating a conventional tubular metal scaffolding upon
which the sectional support constituting my invention is
assembled in use;

FIGURE 2 shows the ends of two adjacent sections in
position for assembly along a longitudinal axis;

FIGURE 3 illustrates the manner of bringing the ends
of the adjacent sections into position for securing them
together;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged section taken on line 4—dq
of FIGURE 1 showing the interfitting ends of adjacent
sections assembled for support on the cross rail of a
scaffolding section;

FIGURE 5 is an end view of two of the platform sec-
tions shown nested together for storage; and

FIGURE 6 is a bottom view in perspective of the
assembled ends of adjacent sections.

In carrying out my invention, as illustrated in the em-
bodiment shown in the drawing, I provide a sectional
platform or support adapted to be used in conjunction
with conventional scaffolding such as tubular steel frames
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indicated generally at 1, and having horizontally disposed
supporting members 2 arranged at spaced intervals along
the course of the scaffolding.

By virtue of my invention, each platform section is
substantially identical and they are so constructed that
they may easily be nested for stacking in storage or for
transportation. Each section includes a pair of laterally
spaced apart longitudinal side rails 3 and 4 substantially
parallel to one another. These rails preferably are
formed of tubular or hollow metal stock, such as alumi-
num, and terminate at their ends in tapered nose portions
S, preferably closing the hollow tube ends to seal out
moisture or foreign matter. .

Cross tie plates preferably of metal are welded or
otherwise permanently secured at their end portions, as at
7, to the respective rails 3 and 4 adjacent the ends of the
rails, but are positioned sufficiently inwardly of the rail
ends to provide extended supporting surfaces 8 for the
cross ties or lateral plates 6 of adjacent section ends as
the sections are assembled, as shown in FIGURES 3,4
and 6.

Panels 9 providing supporting means for the workman
and his trade material, such as block, brick, stone or the
like, are preferably made of suitable, economical, light
sheet material, such as plywood, of a thickness to provide
adequate load supporting strength. These panels are
secured to the side reils 3 and 4 by means of screws or
bolts 10. It is to be noted that the longitudinal rails lie
below and have their outer side walls substantially flush
with one of the longitudinal side edges of the panels 9,
while the rails 4 lie below the opposite side edge of the:
panels 9 and are set back or indented from the edge ap-
proximately a distance equal to the side of the rail 3 SO
that when adjacent sections are assembled, as clearly
shown in FIGURE 6, the end portions of the rails 3 and
4 on each side of the respective panels will overlie one
another longitudinally and will afford adequate support
for the cross tie plates 6 and the panels 9, particularly in
the junction area.

The extended end portions of the rails 3 and 4 are
each apertured at 11, while the cross tie plates 6 are
apertured at 12 in such manner and location that the
respective openings 11 and 12 will be in proper alignment
to receive the removable headed pins 13 which are of
sufficient length that they will be disposed downwardly
through these aligned openings and on each side of the
horizontal supporting members 2 of the scaffolding unit,
as shown in FIGURE 4.

From this arrangement, it will be evident that the ad-
jacent panels are locked against longitudinal movement
with respect to the scaffolding and that torsional stresses
and strains, due to non-uniformity of load distribution,
will be resisted in use.

From the above, it will also be seen that the platform
sections can easily and quickly be assembled on scaffold-
ing of the type illustrated to provide a continuous sup-
porting surface along assembled sections, which is safe
and which will provide adequate support for the work-
man and his work materials. It will also be noted that
the supporting surface is free of obstructions when the
sections are assembled together in the manner illustrated
and that these sections can also be easily disassembled,
nested and stacked for storage or transportation in multi-
ples, as indicated in FIGURE 5,

It is to be understood from the foregoing description
and accompanying drawing that the sectional platform or
support of the present invention is not to be regarded as
limited by the above described embodiment. It will be
apparent therefore to those skilled in the art that other
alternative arrangements of parts, substitution of materials
and other organijzation and assembly procedures may be
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employed without departing from the scope and spirit
of the invention claimed.

Iclaim:

1. A load supporting platform for use with scaffolding
and adapted to be removably carried thereon, said scaf-
folding having horizontally disposed platform supporting
members arranged at spaced intervals therealong, said
platform comprising a plurality of sections for arrange-
ment in end-to-end relation, said sections having a pair
of substantially parallel longitudinally disposed side rails,
a cross tie plate secured to and connecting each of said
side rails adjacent their end portions, and a load support-
ing panel secured on said side rails and between the tie
plates at the end of each respective section, one of the
side rails of each section lying substantially flush with
a longitudinal edge of said panel with at least one end
extended beyond and underlying one of the tie plates and
laterally overlying an end of an adjacent section when said
sections are assembled in end-to-end relation, the other
of said side rails of each section lying inwardly of the
opposite longitudinal edge of said panel a distance suffi-
cient to receive laterally thereof an extended adjacent end
of a rail of said adjacent section, and means for securing
the sections in end-to-end relation, said means comprising
elongate fastener members removably engaging the re-
spective adjacent overlying end portions of said cross ties
and said side rails and disposed to engage both sides of
a horizontal platform supporting member when assem-
bled on said scaffold, thereby preventing movement and
disalignment of adjacent platform sections assembled on
said scaffold.

2. A load supporting platform according to claim 1
wherein relative endwise movement of adjacent platform
sections is prevented in use.
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and adapted to be removably carried thereon, said scaf-
folding having horizontally disposed platform supporting
members arranged at spaced intervals therealong, said

4

platform comprising a plurality of sections for arrange-
ment in end-to-end relation, said sections having a pair
of substantially parallel longitudinally disposed side rails,
a cross tie plate secured to and connecting each of said
side rails adjacent their end portions, and a load support-
ing panel secured on said side rails and between the tie
plates at the end of each respective section, one of the
side rails of each section lying substantially flush with a
longitudinal edge of said panel with at least one end ex-
tended beyond and underlying one of the tie plates and
laterally overlying an end of an adjacent section when
said sections are assembled in end-to-end relation, the
other of said side rails of each section lying inwardly of
the opposite longitudinal edge of said panel a distance
sufficient to receive laterally thereof an extended adjacent
end of a rail of said adjacent section, and means for
securing the sections in end-to-end relation, the end por-
tions of said side rails and said cross tie plates having
aligned openings therethrough when adjacent sections are
in end-to-end assembled position, and headed elongate
fastening members removably insertable in said aligned
openings and adapted to engage both sides of an adjacent
horizontal platform supporting member of the scaffold
for maintaining alignment and preventing relative endwise
movement of adjacent sections in use.
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