
(No Model.) 
I, A, CENTERWALL 

ENVELOP, 

No. 580,371. Patented Apr. 13, 1897, 

Z2 (2.4 
/ 

M7 

V 

M. 

WITWESSES S IWWEWTOR, 
vs. i. 6...and, a 2464-6-4- 

25% 25% 2-ce Attorney 

  
  

  

  



O 

25 

35 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

IVAN A. CENTERVALL, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 

ENVELOP. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 580,371, dated April 13, 1897. 
Application filed November 27, 1896, Serial No. 613,549, (No model.) 

To all, whom, it may concern.' 
Be it known that I, IVAN A. CENTERVALL, 

a subject of the King of Sweden and Norway, 
residing at Boston, in the county of Suffolk 
and State of Massachusetts, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in En 
velops; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
This invention relates to envelops, and has 

for its object to provide a simple, cheap, and 
efficient safety-envelop from which the con 
tents cannot be removed without so mutilat 
ing the envelop as to make it apparent that 
Such removal has been attempted. 
To this end the invention consists in an im 

proved safety - envelop embodying certain 
novel features and details of construction, as 
hereinafter particularly set forth, illustrated 
in the drawings, and pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a plan view of the paper blank from which 
the envelop is formed. Fig. 2 is a plan view 
showing the envelop partially folded. Fig. 3 
is a similar view showing the envelop folded 
except the sealing-flap. Fig. 4 shows the en 
velop ready for mailing. 

Similar numerals designate corresponding 
parts in the several figures of the drawings. 
The improved envelopisformed in one piece 

from a single blank and comprises a rectan 
gular main body portion I, having connected 
to one of its longitudinal edges an inner side 
flap 2 and to its opposite edge an outer side 
flap 3. 
At one end of the body portion 1 is arranged 

a longitudinal narrow flap 4 and at the oppo 
site end is the terminal or closing flap 5, hav 
ing a longitudinally-extending tab 6. The 
first flap to be folded is the narrow longitu 
dinal one 4, and this is provided near its junc 
tion with the body portion 1 with a widened 
base 7, to which the gummed edge of the outer 
side flap 3 is adapted to adhere. After the 
flap 4 has been folded upon the body portion 1 
the inner side flap 2 is folded upon the body 
portion and upon the flap 4, as shown in Fig. 3. 
The flap 2 is slightly less in width and length 
than the outer side flap 3, said flap 2 being 
cut away, as indicated at 8, so that when the 

flap 3 is folded upon the flap 2 the gummed 
edge 9 of the flap 3 will stick to the base por 
tion 7 of the flap 4. The outer side flap 3 is 
next folded inward upon the flap 2, and being 
gummed upon its longitudinal as Well as its 
end edges it adheres to the flap 2 near its fold 
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and also to the outer ends of the flap 2, adja 
cent to the mouth of the envelop. 
The flap 2 is provided near the mouth of 

the envelop with a notch 10, and when the flap 
2 is folded upon the narrow flap 4 the ex 
tremity of the latter is exposed beneath said 
notch 10. Now when the flap 3 is folded its 
gummed edge comes in contact with the ex 
tremity of the narrow flap 4 under the notch 
10 and said flap 4 is thus firmly secured in 
place. Alining apertures 11 are provided in 
the flaps 2 and 3, through which the tab 6 is 
adapted to be inserted, as illustrated in Fig. 5. 
The edge of the terminal or sealing flap 5, 

as well as the whole inner surface of the tab 
6, is gummed, so that when said gummed por 
tions have been moistened and the tab 6 in 
serted through the apertures 11 the tab 6 ad 
heres to the longitudinal narrow flap 4 and 
the sealing-flap 5 adheresto the outer surface 
of the outer side flap 3, thus securely sealing 
the envelop and preventing the possibility of 
the removal of the contents thereof Without 
detection. The stamp (indicated at 12) is 
preferably applied in such manner as to lap 
partially over the sealing-flap 5, thus afford 
ing additional protection. By causing the 
outer side flap 3 to adhere to the narrow flap 
4 it will be impossible for a letter-sheet to be 
slipped in between the side flaps 2 and 3. 
The envelop above described is extremely 

cheap and economical in manufacture, and 
also possesses the important advantage of 
being safe and reliable. 

It will be apparent that various changes 
in the form, proportion, and minor details of 
construction may be resorted to without de 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim is 

1. A safety-envelop comprising a body por 
tion, a narrow longitudinal end flap, Oppos 
ing side flaps adapted to be folded thereon 
and sealed, and also provided with registering 
apertures, and a closing-flap having alon 
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gitudinally-extending tab which is gummed 
and adapted to be inserted through the aper 
tures and side flaps and to adhere to the nar 
roW longitudinal flap near its extremity, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A safety-envelop comprising a rectangul 
lar body portion, a narrow longitudinally-ex 
tending end flap, an inner side flap notched 
at one end as described, an outer side flap 
having its edges gummed and adapted to ad 
here to the inner side flap and to the ex 
tremity of said narrow flap at its end, said 
side flaps being provided with registering 
apertures, and a terminal or closing flap hav 
ing a gummed tab adapted to be inserted 
through the apertures and to adhere to said 
narrow flap, substantially as described. 

3. A safety-envelop comprising a rectangu 
lar body portion, a longitudinally-extending 

end flap folded thereon, an inner side flap . 
cut away at its opposite ends to expose por 
tions of said longitudinal end flap, an outer 
side flap gummed at its edges and adapted to 
adhere to the inner side flap and to the ex 
posed portions of the longitudinal flap, and 
a terminal portion or sealing-flap provided 
with a gummed tab or extension adapted to 
be inserted through registering apertures in 
said side flaps and to adhere to said longitudi 
nal end flap, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

IVAN A. CENTERWALL. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES E. TRAUT, 
G. E. STRATTON. 

2 

3 

  


