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This invention relates to medical apparatus, and more 
particularly to an improved combination indwelling tube 
or catheter and receiver device for use in connection with 
various body drainage procedures; such as for example in 
connection with procedures involving drainage of the 
colon, gastrointestinal viscera, peritoneal, thoracic and 
other body regions such as in preoperative or postopera 
tive drainage procedures, or the like. 

Generally stated, the object of the present invention is 
to provide an improved appliance for the purposes re 
ferred to hereinabove, which is particularly suited for 
use in treatments involving flatus conditions; and to that 
end the invention contemplates the provision of an im 
proved combination tube or catheter and receiver device 
wherein the receiver comprises a flexible bag of improved 
form which is slip-fitted over the proximal end of the tube 
or catheter and is positionally adjustable thereon. The 
bag is sealed at the bottom and is otherwise water-tight 
except for provision of small vent holes at the top of the 
bag adjacent the tube connection to permit emanation of 
gases from the bag. Further objects and advantages of 
the invention will be apparent by reference to the ac 
companying specification and drawing which describes 
and illustrates by way of example one structural form of 
the invention, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a receiver bag and 
catheter device of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side edge view thereof, partly in Section; 
FIG. 3 is a section taken along line III-III of FIG. 1; 

and 
FIG. 4 is an illustration of the positioning of the de 

vice when in use. 
As shown in the drawing herewith, an embodiment of 

the invention may be provided in the form of a normally 
flat, limp and flexible plastic bag 10 of rectangular profile 
although it will be appreciated that the bag may be of any 
other profile form; the bag being conveniently and eco 
nomically fabricated by simply heat-sealing or adhesively 
connecting, as indicated at 12, a pair of plastic sheets in 
back-to-back relation. Or, in the alternative, the bag 
may be made from pastic tubing by cutting the tubing in 
suitable lengths and then heat-sealing the opposite ends 
thereof together as indicated at 14-16 (FIG. 1). The 
heat-sealing operation may be performed by any suitably 
shaped dies so as to leave the interior of the bag in the 
form of a chamber having a closed bottom and a gen 
erally closed top end; the closed top end portion 16 being 
interrupted as indicated at 18 to provide an open inlet 
channel into which the delivery end of a somewhat stiffer 
plastic tube or catheter 20 is slip-fitted. The tube 20 re 
sembles a rectal catheter and is conveniently made of any 
suitable form-retaining, flexible, plastic tube stock, having 
its forward or top end 22 open but rounded to facilitate 
insertion. Several side openings or "eyes' as indicated at 
24 are provided near the top to prevent clogging. 
As stated before, the opening 18 within the heat-sealed 

portion 6 is dimensioned to receive the proximal end of 
the tube or catheter 20 in slip-fitting relation for slide ad 
justing movements thereof in directions longitudinally of 
the bag, and the bag is furthermore heat-sealed at the 
areas indicated at 26-26 (FIG. 1) to provide a substan 
tial neck-shaped socket for snugly holding the tube in 
fluid-tight connected relation while permitting it to be 
slidingly adjusted to different positions so as to accom 
modate the tube or catheter and receiver unit to different 
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2 
physiognomy situations. Thus, as shown in FIG. 4, the 
unit may be adjusted for use in a variety of drainage pro 
cedures on patients of different sizes, while the bag 10 is 
disposed to lie flat upon the bed or hung alongside the 
bed, as may be preferred. It will be appreciated that due 
to the pliability of the bag and tube unit, drainage fluids 
may readily flow into the bag through the tube device. 
As indicated at 30, a series of small gas vent apertures are 
formed only in the top cover sheet portion of the bag 
across the upper end thereof, to permit emanation of 
gases from the bag. 
Thus it will be appreciated that the device of the inven 

tion provides a structurally simple and inexpensively 
fabricated and conveniently usable combination catheter 
and bag for the purposes specified; which is comfortable 
for the user even to lie upon due to the pliability of all of 
its parts. Due to the relatively low cost of the device, it 
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is practicable to limit the use of each such device to one 
patient only; thereby avoiding the necessity for cleaning 
and sterilizing the device intermediately of multiple us 
ages, and eliminating the possibility of cross-contamina 
tion. 
Whereas only one specific form of the invention has 

been illustrated and described in detail hereinabove, it 
will of course be appreciated that various changes may 
be made in the details of its construction without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention or the scope of the 
following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A catheter and receiver device comprising, in com 

bination, 
a limp, flexible bag formed by a pair of opposed walls 

normally disposed in face-to-face contact throughout 
substantially their entire areas, 

a tube projecting into said bag between said walls, 
said walls being joined continuously and uninterrupted 

ly from a point immediately adjacent one side of said 
tube and marginally of said walls to a point im 
mediately adjacent the opposite side of said tube, 
and being joined along opposed areas immediately 
adjacent to, on opposite sides of and partially along 
the length of said tube to provide a neck receiving 
said tube and positioning the inner end of said tube 
inwardly from the margin of said bag, 

and vent means located between the inner end of said 
tube and that marginal portion of the bag from 
which the tube extends inwardly, said vent means 
being formed by at least one perforation through a 
portion of only one wall of said bag which is in face 
to-face opposition with a corresponding portion of 
the other wall. 

2. A catheter and receiver device comprising, in com 
bination, 
a limp, flexible bag formed by a pair of opposed walls 

normally disposed in face-to-face contact throughout 
substantially their entire areas, 

a tube projecting into said bag between said walls, 
said walls being joined continuously and uninterrupted 

ly from a point immediately adjacent one side of said 
tube and marginally of said walls to a point immedi 
ately adjacent the opposite side of said tube, and be 
ing joined along opposed areas extending inwardly 
from the margin of the bag along the length of said 
tube and closely adjacent the opposite sides thereof 
to provide a neck receiving said tube and positioning 
the inner end of said tube inwardly from the margin 
of said bag, 

one wall only of said bag being perforate in an area 
thereof which is in face-to-face opposition with a 
corresponding area of the other wall and which lies 
between the inner end of said neck and the adjacent 
margin of said bag. 
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3. A catheter and receiver device comprising in com- between the inner end of said neck and the adjacent 
bination, margin of said bag. 
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