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A transcoder 22 receives encoded streams of image contents and
decoding information in pluralities of sorts, and it once decodes the
respective image contents by using the encoded streams and the
decoding information. The transcoder 22 subjects each of the decoded
images to the reduction or enlargement of a screen size and
synthesizes the resulting images into one image, it re-encodes the
synthesized image, and it outputs the stream and the decoding
information after the re-encoding, to a transmission unit 23. The
transmission unit 23 receives the re-encoded decoding information
and the re-encoded stream from the transcoder 22 and outputs them to

a terminal 3 through a transmission line 102.
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