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LIPSTICK APPLICATOR
Richard E. Smith, 289 Murray Ave., Larchmont, N.Y.
Filed Aug. 23, 1962, Ser. Mo, 219,046
3 Claims. (CL 132—88.7)

The present invention relates generally to improve-
ments in cosmetic devices and it relates particularly fo an
improved device for the application of rouge to the lips.
The present patent application is a continuation-in-part
of the copending patent application of Richard E. Smith,
Serial No. 63,670 filed October 19, 1960 and entitled “Lip-
stick Applicator,” now abandoned.

Lip rouge, which is generally referred to as lipstick, is
conventionally applied to the lips either directly from the
lipstick, a relatively large cylinder of lip rouge, or from
alip rouge pencil, or by the use of a brush or the fingers.
These procedures possess many drawbacks and disad-
vantages and leave much to be desired. When the rouge
is applied directly from the lipstick, it generally produces
a blurred unattractive outline. In contrast to the result
obtained with the present invention, the application which
is consequent upon the direct contact of the lips with lip-
stick is purely a factor of the artistry of the user. While
some improvement in appearance may be achieved by the
use of the fingers, this leads to the further difficulty of the
rouge being transferred to the fingers from which it must
be removed and which frequently finds its way to the
clothing. By using a brush in applying the lipstick, a
sharp outline may be achieved, but this procedure requires
a steady hand and a high degree of skill not possessed by
most people. Moreover, the use of a lipstick pencil does
not overcome the difficulties accompanying the use of a
brush. Although there have been proposed many different
types of lipstick applicators, these have not served to
remedy the disadvantages of the conventional methods of
applying lipstick and have not been accepted.

It is therefore, a principal object of the present in-
vention to provide an improved cosmetic device.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an improved device for the application of lipstick or rouge
to the lips.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an improved lipstick applicator which facilitates
the application to the lips of a rouge coating of sharply
delineated outline and attractive appearance.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
an improved lipstick applicator which may be employed
with a minimum of skill and whose use is highly con-
venient.

Still a further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a lipstick applicator of the above nature character-
ized by its ruggedness, simplicity and low cost.

The above and other objects of the present invention
will become apparent from a reading of the following
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawing, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of an improved
lipstick applicator embodying the present invention;

FIGURE 2 is an end elevational view thereof;

FIGURES 3 to 5 are front elevational views illustrating
the use of the applicator in applying rouge to the upper
lip;

FIGURES 6 to 8 are front elevational views illustrating
the use of the applicator in applying rouge to the lower
lip;

FIGURE 9 is a front elevational view of a typical pair
of lips, the outline of which is subdivided into successive
sections; -

FIGURE 10 is a front elevational view of the appli-
cator head, the peripheral edge of which is subdivided in-
to sections corresponding to those in FIGURE 9;
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FIGURE 11 is a bottom view of the lips of a subject
indicating the line along which the width thereof is
measured;

FIGURE 12 is a front view of the lips of a subject
indicating the line along which the height thereof is
measured; and - - .

FIGURE 13 is an enlarged fragmentary front eleva-
tional view of the applicator device indicating the axes
delineating the head thereof and along which the dimen-
sions thereof are measured.

In a sense the present invention contemplates the pro-
vision of an improved cosmetic device for the application
of rouge to the lips, comprising a head member having
upper and lower peripheral edges of contours correspond-
ing respectively to the longitudinally contracted upper
and lower outlines of sections of said lips.

According to a preferred form of the present invention,
the head member extends laterally and is provided with a
depending integrally formed handle member. The head
member is substantially flat, terminating in a pointed tip
and having front and rear convex faces with borders
tapering to relatively sharp upper and lower edges which
correspond to the upper and lower -contracted outlines
of a symmetrical half of the lips. The length of the head
is less than the width of the lips and the height thereof is
about that of ope of the lips and less than that of both
lips. :

Referring now to the drawing which illustrates a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention, the reference
numeral 10 generally designates the improved cosmetic
applicator which includes a vertical handle member 11
and a laterally extending substantially horizontal inte-
grally formed head member 12. The applicator 10 may
be formed of any suitable substantially stiff material such
as wood; metal or a synthetic organic thermoplastic resin,
for example, polyethylene, polystyrene, polypropylene or
the like. i

The applicator 16 is employed in the application of lip-
stick to a pair of lips 13 including an upper lip 14 and a
lower lip 16 which are of generally average size and
shape. The pair of lips 13 are substantially symmetrical
to a vertical axis to define similar opposite halves.  As
seen in FIG. 9 of the drawing, the outline of a symmet-.
rical half of the upper lip 14 may be typically subdivided
into three successive sections, a, b, and c, the section a
being of considerably smaller radius of curvature than
the sections b and c. Similarly, the outline of a sym-
metrical half of the lower lip 16 may be typically sub-
divided into three successive sections d, e, and f of vary-
ing radii of curvature. :

The applicator handle member 11 includes a relatively
heavy lower section 17 and an upper section 18 provided
with tapering front and rear walls and side edges and
terminating in a curved relatively thin elbow section 19
which extends to the head 12.

The applicator head member 12 is of approximately
ovoid configuration of greater length than height and has
a trailing section joining the elbow section 19 and a pointed
or sharply rounded free tip end 20. The front and rear
faces of the head member 12 are slightly outwardly con-
vex and their upper and lower borders converge to sharp
upper and lower edges 21 and 22 respectively, The faces
of the head member 12 may be roughened or otherwise
be of a nature which permits the application of lipstick
thereto and the transfer of such lipstick to the lips.

The contour or configuration of the head upper edge
21 corresponds to a longitudinal contraction of the upper
edge of a symmetrical half of the upper lip 14. Specifi-
cally, the head upper edge is subdivided into inner inter-
mediate and outer sections A, B and C respectively, corre-
sponding to upper lip outline section a, b and ¢ respective-
ly. It is important to note that the adjacent portions of
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the head outline sections A and B overlap each other for
a fraction thereof as do the.adjacent portions of sections
B and C whereby there is effected a contraction or fore-
shortening of the lip curve 4, b, ¢. Similarly, the contour
of the head lower edge 22 corrésponds to a longitudinal
contraction of the lower edge of a symmetrical half of the
lower lip 16 and, as seen in the drawings, i§ shallow rela-
tive to the head upper edge 21. Specifically, the head
lower edge is subdivided into inner, intérmiediate and
outer sections D, E and F respectively, corresponding to
lower lip outline sections d, e and f. The adjacent por-
tions of the head outline sections D and E overlap each
other for a fraction thereof as do the adjacent portions of
sections E and F whereby there is effected a foreshorten-
ing of the lip curve d, e, f. It should be pointed out that
the longitudinal foreshortening or contractions of the lip
curves may be effected in manners other than specifically
set forth, provided that large sections of the head edge
match corresponding sections of the lip outline and permit
the sliding of the head member 12 within the area of the
lips.

The length of the head 12 is less than and preferably
about two-thirds that of one-half the width of the lips
and the height thereof less than the aggregate height of
the lips, and may be greater than thé height of a single
lip. - While a lipstick applicator of the subject type having
predetermined fixed dimension may be applied to a large
percentage of the average lips, the applicators may be pro-
vided in various sizes and shapes to match lips of corre-
spondingly different configuration provided that the pa-
rameters above set forth are met. ) ]

As seen in FIGURE 11 of the drawings, the width w
of the subject’s lips is measured along the curved line or
longitudinal axis m at the medial surface of the lip be-
tween opposite corners of the mouth. Further as seen in
FIGURE . 12, the height & of the subject’s lips is measured
transversely along the surface of the lips on a transverse
axis perpendicular to the longitudinal axis m and inter-
secting a crest. p of the upper lips which delineates the
greatest height of the lips.

Referring now to FIGURE 13, the dimensions of the
head 12 of the present applicator are measured along a
transverse axis N intersecting the apex or crest P.of the:
applicator upper edge 21 and along a longitudinal axis
M perpendicular to the transverse axis N and intersecting
the applicator tip 20. It should be noted that the trans-
verse axis N is at-the widest part of the applicator head
12 ‘and that the inner end of the applicator head 12 is
delineated by an end transverse line K substantially paral-
lel to the transverse axis N and spaced therefrom a dis-
tance advantageously between 0.2 and 0.3 inch, the larger
distances being employed when the height H exceeds 0.3
inch and the smaller distance when the height H is less
than 0.3 inch. - :

The width W of the applicator head 12 is between 25%
and 40% of the width w of the subject’s lips and the
height H of the applicator head 12 is between 40% and
60% of the height h of the subject’s lips. Lip widths w
vary between about 1.75 ‘and 2.75 inches and lip heights
vary between about 0.5 and 1.0 inch. The following
table sets forth the range of dimensions of applicator
heads 12 as employed with lips of correspondingly indi-
cated dimensions, all figures being given in inches. The

designations H, 4, W and w are as previously specified.
Extra | Small (Medium| Large | Extra

Small Large

Wemeeceeeeeemem e 1751 2.0 2.95| 2.5 2.75
W maximum________ . 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0 11
W minimum. ... 0.43 0.5 0.56 0.62 0.68
0.5 0.63| 0.75| 0.88 1.0

H maximum________ -7 0.3 0.33| 0.45| 0.53 0.6
H minimiom. - _______ 0.2 | 0.25] 0.3 0.35 | 0.4
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It should be noted that when the heights and widths of
a subject’s lips or the applicator head are referred to in
the claims, these are defined in the manner above set forth.
Moreover, while the applicator head member 12 is illus-
trated. as gradually merging with the handle 11, the con-
nection between the head 12 and the handle 11 may be
more abrupt. Furthermore, the head 12 and the handle
11 may be formed of different materials, and may, if de-
sired, be separably connected.

In employing the improved cosmetic applicator de-
scribed above, lip rouge is generously daubed on the full
front and rear faces of the applicator head 12 and is
smoothed down with the lipstick to a uniform layer to
assure the absénce of any lumps. The applicator head
is then applied in superimposed coinciding relationship
with the inner area of the upper lip, the head tip 20 being
inwardly spaced from the corner of the lip and the head
upper edge lying along the desired lip outline as indicated
in FIG. 3 of the drawing. The applicator head is then
briskly and firmly slid downwardly in the direction of the
arrow shown in FIG. 3. The applicator is then removed
from the lips and reapplied somewhat laterally from the
position shown in FIG. 3, namely the position shown
in FIG. 4, and then displaced again downwardly, but this
time in the direction of the arrow shown in FIG. 4, sub-
stantially tangentially to the curve of the lip at the base of
the arrow. The third and final step is as illustrated in
FIG. 5 wherein the applic¢ator is still further laterally ap-
plied to the lip, it being necessary that the lips be parted
at this point, thé free tip end 29 of the applicator being
applied to the lateral extremity of the lip. The application
of the lip rouge is completed by again downwardly dis-
placing the applic¢ator in the direction of the arrow shown
in FIG. 5. The operation may be repeated as desired
until sufficient lip rouge has been appliéd and the desired
outline effected. The same procedure is followed on the
otheér half of the upper lip, employing the opposite face of
the applicator head.

Lipstick may be applied to the lower lip quarters in the

manner.described above and as illustrated in FIGS. 6 to 8
of the drawing, by starting at the inner lip Section and
working upwardly. Thus, as shown in FIG. 6, the appli-
cator is applied to the center portion of the bottom lip
and displaced upwardly in the direction of the arrow
shown in FIG. 6. The next step would then be to apply
the applicator laterally over the first portion in the direc-
tion shown by the arrow in FIG. 7, and the third and
final step would be to apply the applicator to the most
lateral displaced portion of the lip as shown in FIG. 8
along the direction of the arrow shown in FIG. 8. The
above procedure may be modified and widely varied as
desired.
. It is apparent from the above that by employing the
subject. cosmetic device, rouge may be easily and rapidly
applied to the lips within any desired sharply defined out-
line with a minimum of skill or practice and in the
absence of any blurring.

While -there has been described and illustrated a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention, it is obvious
that numerous alterations, omissions and additions may
be made without departing from the spirit thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A cosmetic device for the application of rouge to
lips of a predetermined length and height comprising a
handle member and a substantially flat head member of
lesser height than length mounted on said handle member
and projecting laterally therefrom and including a lower
convex edge and an upper relatively deep convex edge,
said upper and lower edges converging in-opposite direc-
tions to an outer tip and an inner end, said head having
a width between 0.43 and 1.1 inches and a height between
0.2 and 0.6 inch.

2. The cosmetic device of claim 1 wherein said head
has outwardly convex front and rear faces.

3.. The cosmetic device of claim 1 wherein said upper
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and lower edges are sharp and said head has front and 2,218,862 10/40 Vredenburgh ... . 15—209
rear faces with borders tapering to said upper and lower 2,554,965 5/51 Stevenetal: __.______ 132--88.7
edges. 2,901,100 8/59. Muelleretal. _________ 132—88.7
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