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BACKGROUND 

The present invention relates to a new and distinct 
variety of Felicia annelloides, the novel characteristics of 
which reside particularly in the color patters of the ray 5 
flowers and disk flowers, and robust growth pattern. 
The new Felicia was first discovered by us in 1982. It 

originated from a sport branch on a blue-flowered Fel 
icia amelloides in a cultivated garden in Northern Cali 
fornia. Thereafter the new variety was successfully 
asexually reproduced by ourselves by rooting cuttings. 
This resulted in several progeny shrubs which have 
continually displayed the growth and flower color 
characteristics typical of that found on the parent sport 
branch. 
An interesting characteristic of the new variety is the 

white, daisy-like flower approximately one inch in di 
ameter. The flower is comprised of white, plate LIII on 
Ridgway's color plates (hereafter “R”), ray flowers 
when in full bloom, often dark lavender, plate XLIV, 
hue 61, tone b (R), at the tip or at the base of the corola 
or streaked throughout the ray flower, and lemon 
chrome, plate IV, hue 21 (R) disk flowers at the center 
of the inflorescence. Another interesting characteristic 
is that the plant bloons abundantly and almost continu 
ously if the dead blooms are cut or removed. Also, 
another interesting characteristic is that the color of the 
ray flowers changes with age from martius yellow, 
plate IV, hue 23 (R), at blooming to white, plate LIII 
(R) at maturity, and fading to vinaceous buff, plate XL, 
hue 17, tone d(R). Another characteristic of the plant is 
its vigorous growth and its neat appearance which 
makes it an excellent choice for ornamental use. 
The new variety, as compared with the known vari 

ety of Felicia annelloides, "the blue daisy' or “blue Mar 
guerite,' is characterized by its white flower, compared 
to the blue flowers of the known variety. 
Other distinctive characteristics of the new variety 

are exemplified in the accompanying illustrations. 
FIG. 1 shows an adult parent shrub. 
FIG. 2 is a close-up of a single adult inflorescence, 

illustrating the color pattern of the flowers. 
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57 ABSTRACT 

A new and distinct type of Felicia characterized by its 
vigorous growth pattern and flower color, particularly 
adapted for home garden use as an ornamental plant. 

2 Drawing Figures 

2 
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION 

The following is a description in some detail of the 
new variety of Felicia annelloides, Felicia annelloides 
Hartley's White. 

Foliage: 
Leaves.-Simple, opposite, exstipulate, entire, ellip 

tic to ovate to obovate. Apex rounded, occasion 
ally mucronate, tapering at base to a short 
winged petiole, to subsessile and somewhat 
clasping. Leaves three - nerved from based, 
central vein prominent, upper and lower leaf 
surfaces sparsely strigose, giving leaves more or 
less a rough texture. 

Size.-2.5-4.5 cm long, 1.2-2.5 cm wide. 
Color.-At maturity, foliage normal spinach green, 

plate V, hue 29, tone m (R), lower surfaces par 
rot green, plate VI, hue 31, tone k (R), new fo 
liage slightly lighter green. 

Sten.-Color - Newer wood light green, often 
with purple, strigose. Older wood becoming 
victoria lilac, plate 1, hue 5, tone m (R). 

Flower: 
Size.-2.7-3.5 cm diameter, 1.5-2.0 cm high, termi 

nating in a slender, strigose, naked erect pedun 
cle, 8-16 cm long. 

Shape.-Solitary, involucrate, composite, radiate 
head. Mature heads radiate, with 11-15 ray flow 
ers, and numerous disk flowers, Heads marces 
cent. 

Ray flowers.--Pistillate, gamopetalous, ligulate 
with entire, strap shaped limb. Color: Martious 
yellow, plate IV, hue 23 (R), at blooming, matur 
ing to white, plate LIII (R), fading to vinaceous 
buff, plate XI, hue 17, tone d(R). Often showing 
dark lavender, plate XLIV, hue 61, tone b (R) at 
tip and/or base of corolla or streaked throughout 
the ray flower. 

iDisk flowers.-Perfect, gamopetalous, regular, fun 
neiform. Pappus forming a single series of scari 
ous bristies to 3 mm high. Color: lemon chrome, 
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plate IV, hue 21 (R). Styles: two-branched, yel- The above described new variety of Felicia annelloides 
low, exerted. Stamens: inserted, yellow. Pollen: displays an attractive color pattern and robust growth 
yellow. Ovary: inferior, achenes compressed, pattern making it an excellent ornamental shrub. 
minutely puberulent. Receptacle flat, pitted. We claim: 

Fragrance.-slight. 5 1. A new and distinct variety of Felicia amelloides as 
Growth: Vigorous, stems adventitiously rooting at soil described and shown herein characterized particularly 

surface. by its vigorous growth pattern, and by its white ray 
Season: Perennial. flowers with yellow centers, as compared with the Blue 
Form: Evergreen subshrub, 3-6 dm upright, compact. Marguerite variety. 
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