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4 Claims.

The present invention relates to apparel belts
and has for its primary object to provide a belt
of that kind possessing a substantial amount of
resilience or elasticity due to improved means so
located on both sides of the ends of the belt as to
distribute its resilient effect over two symmetrical
portions of the substantially inextensible body of
the belt and so arranged as to be invisible when
the belt girdles the user’s waist in operative posi-
tion.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an apparel belt wherein the elastic elements
which impart resilience thereto are removably
fastened to a pair of buckles connectible to each
other so that the mounting or dismounting of
said buckles for any purpose during the life of
the belt can be readily effected.

. A still further object of the invention is to
provide an apparel belt wherein the buckles fas-
tened to the respective elastic elements of the
belt partake in the concealment of said elements
and in the smartness of the belt over the meeting
ends of which they are slidably mounted.

Still a further object of the invention is to pro-

- vide an apparel belt which notwithstanding the
presence of a pair of elastic elements arranged
symmetrically on both sides of the junction of
its meeting ends has a thickness not appreciably
larger than that of an ordinary apparel belt and
is just as comfortable and light to wear as the
latter.

Another object still of the invention is to pro-
vide an apparel belt which, due to the symmetri-
cal location of its elastic elements, does not tend
to creep along the user’s waist since each of said
elements takes the same amount of the tensile
stresses that exert themselves on the belt and
the reactions of both elements balance each
other.

With these and such other objects in view as

. will incidentally appear hereafter, the invention
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comprises the novel construction and combina-
tion of parts that will now be described with
reference to the accompanying drawing which
forms a part of the present disclosure and where-
in is shown, by way of example, a convenient em-
bodiment of the inventicn.

In the drawing:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a frag-
ment of the improved apparel belt, assuming one
of its ends to be seen from its inner side to clearly
show one of the elastic elements.

Figure 2 is s fragmentary perspective view
showing the meeting and overlapping ends of the
belt, seen from their outer sides, assuming the
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two buckles slidably mounted thereon to be cou-
pled or linked to each other.

The body of the bhelt as shown comprises &
girdle strap which may be made conveniently of
a substantially inextensible substance such as
leather or fabric.

To the inner face of the ends {, 2 of the girdle
strap are stitched at 8 and £ a pair of tabs 5, 6 to
each of which is in turn stitched one of the ends
of a pair of elastic bands 7, 8. Said bands may
comprise for instance, as shown, strips of elastic
woven fabric or more generally any strip-like ele-
ments possessing resiliency or elasticity.

The elastic bands 1, 8 are secured at their ends
opposite to the ends stitched to the tabs 5, 6 to
a pair of equally-sized buckles 8, {8 made of any
suitable rigid metal, alloy or other material.
Conveniently, said buckles are _provided with a
bellerank lever {1 or 12 pivotally connected to a
lug-shaped extension {8 or {4 of each buckle.
The levers {{, 12 have unequal legs and saw teeth
{1g on the free edge of their shorter legs. Said
teeth are anchored removably into the free ends
of the elastic bands 7, 8 when the levers M, 12
occupy the positions as shown in Figure 1 in con-
nection with the lever {1. Thus each elastic band
may be easily disconnected from the correspond-
ing buckle. ) :

Each buckle comprises a fore wall slightly wider
than the width of the girdle strap of the belf,
cross walls 15, {8 from which the lug-shaped ex~-
tensions 13, 14 are formed and a rear wall 7.
Small pins 18 are held in corresponding slots of
said cross walls. Intermediate the fore and rear
walls of each buckle is provided an unobstructed
channel slightly wider than the width of the strap
so that the buckle can slide along said strap.

When in operative position, the ends la, 2¢ of
the girdle strap may overlap each other, as shown
in Figure 2, or may be positioned end to end.
This is immaterial for the invention provides that
the buckles can slide on the ends of the girdle
strap.

The ends la, 2a of the girdle strap advantage-
ously have a tapering outline, as shown, and are
provided with stiffeners 24 encased therein and
adapted to prevent them from becoming wrinkled
or crumpled and accordingly to permit them to
slide through the buckles more easily. Said stifi-
eners may be made of metal, whalebone, horn or
like suitable substance.

The buckles as shown have tapering outlines
and are coupled to each other removably by a
pair of sockets {8, 28 and by & linking yoke 21
having the shape of an inverted U terminally
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fitted with bent-in beads 22, 23 which prevent
undue disengagement of the yoke 21 out of the
sockets 19, 29 while the belt is being worn. Ad-
vantageously the yoke 21 may be securely fas-
tened to the one or the other of the sockets 19, 20,
for instance soldered or welded thereto.

It will be seen that the symmetrically arranged
buckles 9, 10 can freely slide towards each other
along the ends e, 2a of the girdle strap under
the control or antagonism of the elastic bands 1T,
8 responsive to the stretching stresses exerted
upon the belt when it is used, for instance when
the wearer practises sports or makes such cor-
poral movements as will increase the size of his
waist. Conversely, as soon as said stretching
stresses cease to exercise themselves, the buckles
9, 10 slide back along the ends ia, 2a of the strap
away from each other and resume their inopera-
tive position.

The size of the strap and elastic bands 7, 8 may
be such that when normally worn said bands are
stretched to a certain extent so that the strap
is tightened around the user’s waist and the belt
cannot fall.

It will be appreciated that when the belt is
worn by the user, it looks like an ordinary belt
having no elastic bands in its structure and is not
appreciably thicker than such a belt and that,
moreover, said bands are entirely concealed be-
hind the strap and buckles.

The constructional details might vary without
departing from the scope of the subjoined claims.

What I claim is:~—

1. An apparel belt comprising, in combination,
a girdle strap, a pair of hollow metal buckles
through which the respective end portions of the
strap are freely slidable, said buckles having as-
sociated fasteners, clamping levers pivotally car-
ried by the buckles, and a pair of elastic band ele-
ments respectively secured adjustably at one end
to the buckle levers inwardly of the positions
where the strap end portions engage through the
buckles and at the other end to the inner face
of said strap end portions.

2. An apparel belt comprising, in combination,
a.girdle strap, a pair of rigid buckles having in-
terengaging fasteners, each buckle having spaced
fore and rear walls connected by cross walls and

defining a channel slightly wider than the width
of the strap end portions and a toothed lever
pivotally connected to the cross walls of the
buckles, the buckle channels freely receiving the
respective end portions of the strap, and a pair
of elastic band elements respectively held remov-
ably at one end by the toothed levers of the
buckles and secured at their opposite end to the
inner faces of the strap end portions.

3. An apparel belt comprising, in combination,
o girdle strap, a pair of rigid equally sized
buckles having inter-engaging fasteners, each
buckle having spaced fore and rear walls connect-
ed by upper and lower cross walls and defining a
channel wider than the width of the strap end
portions, lug exfensions on the cross walls, and a
bellcrank lever pivotally connected to the lug ex-
tensions of said cross walls, said lever having un-
equal legs and teeth on the free edge of its short-
er leg, the buckle channels slidably encasing the
respective end portions of the strap, and a pair
of elastic bands respectively held removably at
one of their ends between the toothed edges of
the buckle levers and buckle rear walls and se-
cured at their opposite ends to the inner faces
of the strap end portions.

4. An apparel belt comprising, in combination;
an inextensible girdle strap having tapering end
portions and stiffeners encased therein, a pair
of equally sized buckles having end sockets and
a, yoke engaging and linking said sockets, each
buckle having spaced fore and rear walls con-
nected by cross walls and defining an unobstruct-
ed channel slightly wider than the width of the

strap end portions, lug extensions on the cross.

walls, and a bellcrank lever pivotally connected
to the lug-shaped extensions of said cross walls,
said lever having unequal legs and saw teeth on
the free edge of its shorter leg, the buckle chan-
nels slidably receiving the respective end portions
of the strap, and a pair of elastic woven bands
respectively held removably at one of their ends
between the toothed edges of the buckle levers
and buckle rear walls and stitched at their op-
posite ends to the inner faces of the strap end
portions.
JULES MOUILBATU.
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