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THEREFOR

A probe (1A) has a cutting blade portion (2) at a tip end portion that
is brought into contact with a pad electrode (5). The cutting blade portion
(2) has a cutting edge (2a) that is in a plane parallel to the direction of
sliding over a pad electrode, when the edge is brought into contact with pad
electrode (5). The cutting edge (2a) is formed to have such a shape that
comes closer to pad electrode (5) from the front side to the rear side along
the direction of progress, at a front edge in the direction of progress as it
slides over pad electrode (5). Thus, as the cutting edge (2a) cuts into the
insulating coating (7) formed on the surface of pad electrode (5), a probe
card apparatus can be provided that ensures satisfactory electrical
conduction between probe (1A) and pad electrode (5).
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