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ENGLAND; SAID BUCKINGHAM ASSIGNOR. To SAID BOWDEN. 
DEVICE FOR, NIOORING SHIPS AND THE LIKE. 

Application filed September 22, 1924. Serial No. 39,215. 

To all thon, it may concern. 
Beit known that we, JAMES FRANKBUCK 

INGHANI and CHARLEs EDWARD BOWDEN, Sub 
jects of the King of England, residing at 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, England, 
have invented certain new and useful Im. 
provements in a Device for Mooring Ships 
and the like, of which the following is a 
Specification. . 

This invention relates to a new or improved 
device for mooring ships and the like, and 
it has for its object to provide a simple and 
easily operated appliance for effectively en 
gaging a mooring rope with a buoy or other 
anchoring device, whereby the common dif 

s 

ficulties arising through strong currents, 
rough Water, or other causes, are avoided, 
and the operations can readily be effected 
single handed. 
According to this invention, the mooring 

device comprises a hook attached to the 
mooring rope and loosely mounted upon a 
pole to enable it to be engaged with a moor 
ing ring or the like, and so arranged that 
the hook can be left on the mooring ring 
and the pole removed. ... ." 
The pole preferably has a telescopic slid 

ing engagement with the hook, and the lat 
ter is provided with a closure element which 
may be held open by the engagement of the 
hook with the pole and is automatically 
closed when the pole is withdrawn. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which, 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the hook 

mounted upon the pole ready for use, 
Figure 2 is a cross section on the line 2.2. 

of Figure 1, looking in the direction of the 
arrow, a larger scale being employed for 
clearness, and . 

Figure 3 shows the hook attached to a 
ring on a mooring buoy with the pole dis 
engaged. . . 

The hook A consists of a stamping or 
casting of U-shape and having one of its 
limbs. A longer than the other A*. On the 
longer limb is mounted a pivoted member 
such as a latch B adapted, in turning about 
its pivot Bautomatically to close the hook. 
Alternatively the closure element may be a 
leaf spring secured at One of its ends to the 

: longer limb A° of the hook adapted in one 
position to bear resiliently against the 
shorter limb A8 of the hook to close the lat 
ter, and in another position to be flexed so 

atter. 

secured by knotting its end. 

as to lie in a recess A* along the side of the 
longer limb of the hook to open it. In 
either arrangement any tendency of the hook 
to become disengaged makes the closure 
in Ore Secure. . . . . . . . . 

The pole may be of tubular form, or it may 
be a wooden pole C with a tubular socket C? 
at its end. This socket is so arranged that 
when the longer limb A° of the hook is 
pushed into it, the spring or other closure 
enters the socket and is thrust against the 
longer limb of the hook so as to open the 

When the pole is withdrawn the 
Spring immediately closes the hook. - 
The mooring rope D is attached to the 

hook A by means of a suitable eye A5 se 
cured thereto by pivoting at A. This eye 
SWings round to the side of the hook when 
the Socket C is engaged, and to permit of 
such engagement a longitudinal slot C ex 
tends from the open end of the socket for a 
Sufficient length to receive it. As will be 
seen by an inspection of Figure 3, the disen. 
gagement of the socket allows the eye to take 
up a position in line with the pill of the 
rope D upon the hook. 
The operation of mooring is effected in 

the following manner:- 
The user has the hook A mounted upon 

the 
so that the hook is open, and using the 
pole C to guide the hook, engages it with 
the ring E° or equivalent on the mooring 
buoy E, and then promptly withdraws the 
pole, leaving the hook on the buoy while 
the closure device B operates to close the 
hook and the mooring operation is com 
pleted. 
By a converse process the hook can be 

disengaged by means of the pole which is 
then manipulated so as to engage the longer 
limb of the hook, and is thrust endwise so 
that it acts upon and slides over the spring 
closure and opens the latter, when by suit 
able manipulation of the pole, the hook can 
be at Once disengaged from the mooring 
ling. 

If preferred, the longer limb of the hook 
could be made hollow and the mooring rope 
could extend through the interior and be 
The pole which preferably is made of 

wood could be provided at its ends with 
a double clamp made of two parts drawn 
together by bolts instead of the socket C°. 

pole in the manner just described 
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One part of this clamp would grip tightly 
the pole while the other part, arranged side 
by side with it, would receive with sufficient 
friction the long limb of the hook with the 
latter's closure element. By pulling upon 
the pole after the hook is engaged the latter 
would be drawn clear of the clamp, and to 
un-moor a converse movement would re 
enter the limb of the hook in the clamp. 
When the pole is made hollow for the 

mooring rope to extend through it, a clamp 
ing device such as a can may be provided 
in the side of the hollow portion to grip 
the rope and hold it until the user is ready 
to release it within the pole. 
The hook can be made of such size or 

form that it is not much largel than an 
ordinary boat hook, and can be arranged 
for attachment to the end of an oar or Scull 
for use with comparatively small boats. 
By the foregoing it will be seen that a 

vessel or boat can readily be moored single 
handed to a floating buoy or other anchor 
ing or mooring device in spite of adverse 
conditions, and can also be un-moored as 
easily. 
The hook may be formed of any desired 

section material, for instance round or H 
Section. 
What we claim as our invention and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent in the United 
States is:- 

1. In a mooring device for ships and the 
like, the combination of a mooring rope, a 
hook attached thereto, a closure de 
vice for said hook, and a pole upon which 
said hook is loosely mounted adapted to 
control said closure device to hold it open 
when the pole and the hook are engaged 
and to allow its closure when said pole is 
withdrawn, substantially as set forth. 

2. In a mooring device for ships and the 

hook, a pole, a socket at the end of said pole 

1.536,701. 

like, the colnbination of a mooring l'ope, 
a hook of J shape having limbs of unequal 
length attached to said mooring rope, a latch 
pivoted to the longer limb of said hook and 
a spring acting upon said latch to thrust 
it against the shorter limb of said hook to 
close the latter, a pole, and a socket at the 
end of Said pole adapted slidably to engage 
the longer limb of said hook and when so 
engaged to open the latch against the action 
of its Spring, Substantially as set forth. 

3. In a mooring device for ships and the 
like, the combination of a mooring rope, 55 
a U shaped hook attached thereto, a spling 
pressed closure device mounted upon said 
hook, a socket adapted to slide upon the 
limb of said hook, thereby to hold said clo 
Sure device open against the action of its 
spring, and engagement means for seculing 
Said socket to a spar, substantially as set 
forth. 

4. In a mooring device for ships and the 
like, the combination of a J shaped hook 
having one limb longer than the other, an 
eye pivotally connected with the longer limb 
of said hook, a mooring rope attached to 
said eye, a spring closure device upon said 
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adapted to slide freely over the longer limb 
of said hook thereby to support the hook and 
to hold open said closure device, and a slot 
along said socket adapted to provide for 
the passage along it of said pivoted eye, sub- 7. 
stantially as set forth. 
In testimony whereof we have signed our 

names to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JAMES FRARK BUCKGA. 
CHARLES EWARD EGWGEN. 

Witnesses: 
CECII, E. Bow DEN, 
WALTER G. INGRAM. 


