
3,083,886 J, E, FRY 

BEVERAGE CARTON CARRIER 

April 2, 1963 

Filed April 26, 1960 

James A. Ary 
INENTOR. 

BY 2-68. 
21%uy sArafat 

  



United States Patent Office 3,083,886 
Patented Apr. 2, 1963 

3,083,886 
SEWERAGE CARTON CARRIER 
James E. Fry, Columbus, Ohio 

(3955 Smathers Road, Rte. 1, Westerville, Ohio) 
Fied Apr. 26, 1969, Ser. No. 24,72i. 

2 Cais. (C. 224-45) 

The present invention relates to new and useful in 
provements in a device which may be effectively used in 
handling, lifting and carrying two bottle-containing car 
tons with vertical walls of the two cartons in side-by-side 
relation. 

It is common practice to group beverage containing 
bottles, for example, soft drink bottles, in individual cells 
or pockets provided therefor in cardboard and equivalent 
handle-equipped cartons. Cartons in this category which 
are comomnly used are provided with six pockets three of 
which are located to the left and the other three to the 
right of a divider or partition, the upper portion of the 
partition extending above the open top portions of the 
pockets and having a horizontally elongated slot therein 
defining a hand hole and a hand-grip. When returning 
empty bottles and replacing the same with full bottles 
from the neighborhood store it is often common practice 
to catch hold of the hand-grip of one bottle-containing 
compartment and perhaps when using one hand to open 
or close a door or to get in and out of an automobile, to 
place the other carton between the upper portion of the 
arm and the body. This bottle handling procedure can 
often result in accidentally dropping and breaking bottles 
and, generally speaking, is, no doubt, regarded as a nui 
sance to most persons. There has long existed a need 
for an implement or device to assist the grouping and 
handling of two bottle-filled cartons simultaneously. 
An object of the instant invention is to provide a sim 

ple, practical and an economical device the construction 
of which makes it possible to place vertical flat walls of 
two cartons in side-by-side contact, engage the novel car 
rier simultaneously with the slotted handles or hand-grips 
and pick up both cartons as a unit using one hand to do so 
and freeing the other hand to open and unlock a door or 
to get in and out of an automobile without having to 
"stuff” one carton under the arm of the already-used hand. 

Briefly summarized, the over-all concept has to do with 
a pair of side-by-side box-like containers or cartons having 
side walls residing in firm contact when handled and car 
ried by hand, each container having a relatively fixed up 
standing carrying handle, said handles being positioned 
opposite each other in spaced apart parallelism and in a 
generally common plane, and a container lifting, handling 
and carrying device for simultaneously handling said 
container comprising a hand-grip bridging the space be 
tween said carrying handles at right angles thereto and 
positioned in a plane elevated above the uppermost por 
tions of the handles, said device having suspension mem 
bers depending therefrom and releasably connected to 
said container handles. 
More specifically, the device is characterized by two 

component parts; namely, a wire unit having depending 
hook-equipped suspension members joined at upper end 
portions by a connectingshank, and a tubular or an equiva 
lent hand-grip mounted on and Surrounding the shank. 

In carrying out a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion the first-named unit is fashioned from a length of 
wire of suitable gauge which is bent upon itself between its 
ends to readily and economically define the suspension 
members and the connecting shank therebetween. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
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panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

FiG. 1 is a view in perspective of a dual-type carton 
carrier constructed in accordance with the principles of 
the invention and with a portion broken away to show the 
terminal ends of the wire from which the primary unit of 
the carrier is constructed. - 

FIG. 2 is an end view on a small scale showing the 
carrier in use. 

FIG. 3 is a section on the vertical line 3-3 of FIG. 2, 
looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Referring now to the view of the drawings and particu 
larly to FIG. 3, it will be evident, almost without explana 
tion, why the implement or device is classifiable as a dou 
ble purpose or dual-type carrier. This is to say, as al 
ready touched upon, the one device makes it possible for 
the user to handle and carry two conventional-type bev 
erage bottle cartons at the same time whether the cartons 
are for so-called Small or large soft drink or beverage 
bottles. It can be assumed that the cartons illustrated 
are conventional at least at this time. One carton, the 
Smaller one at the left is denoted by the numeral 6 and 
the other one at the right by the numeral 8. These car 
tons, containers or boxes are usually constructed from 
cardboard, commercial plastics or equivalent relatively 
stiff material. They are of the cellular-type wherein the 
cells provide individual pockets 10 for the insertable and 
removable bottles, one of which is denoted at 12. As 
already pointed out, the average person will purchase two 
or more cartons of full bottled soft drinks when going to 
the store and often will return empty bottles at the same 
time; so it is to be assumed that the invention here has to 
do with a single implement or device through the medium 
of which both cartons 6 and 8 may be simulaneously han 
dled. It will be noticed that each carton has a partition 
or divider at the center denoted at 14 and the upper por 
tion of this extends above the cells or pockets where it is 
provided with a hand hole or slot 16 defining a hand-grip 
18. Whether this part of the structure is treated as a 
handle or a hand-grip is perhaps not too important. On 
the other hand, the fact that a slot 6 is present is signi 

45 

50 

60 

65 

ficant. In the arrangement depicted in FIG. 3 the adja 
cent or contiguous flat vertical side walls 26 and 22 are in 
firm abutting relationship. This makes it possible to uti 
lize the simple and expedient device herein provided. The 
device is characterized chiefly by a rigid tubular hand-grip 
24 and the wire device which is used in conjunction there 
with. This device is novel in that it is made or fashioned 
from a single length of bendable but suitably stiff and re 
liable wire. The median portion of the wire is constructed 
to define a horizontal shank 26. Actually the shank em 
bodies alongitudinal or horizontal bent portion 28 residing 
alongside a similar bent portion, the latter bent portion 
embodying the abutting terminal ends 30 of the wire. 
The portions of the wire at the respective ends of the shank 
and beyond the ends of the grip serve to provide carton 
engaging and Suspending members, one member being de 
noted at 32 and the other one at 36. Each suspension 
member in end elevation, is inverted V-shape in form. 
The suspension members are identical in construction and 
the description of one will suffice for both. To this end, 
the suspension member 32 comprises a pair of down 
wardly diverging (or upwardly converging) limbs or legs 
38. The lower end portions 40 are curved and bent out 
wardly and join with the complemental arms 42 of the 
relatively broad or elongated U-shaped portion 44 the 
bight of which is denoted at 46. These component por 
tions 40, 42 and 46 define what is sometimes referred to 
as the bill portion of the hook. In other instances the 
term "hook' might be construed as describing the over 
all member 32 wherein the legs 38 constitute a V-shaped 
shank, the divergent ends joined with a broad bill por 
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tion; the latter being “broad' so that it is substantially and 
Teliably engageable with the handle 18 by passing it 
through the cooperating slot 16. 
The invention may be perhaps constructed from sheet 

material, may be even commercial plastics. In any event, 
the suspension members or hooks 32 could thus be 
possessed of the same general characteristics herein dis 
closed. In fact, it is thought that it would be within the 
purview of the invention to provide handle means, broadly 
speaking, characterized, specifically, by a shank 26 with 
or without the hand-grip 24 and with the shank having 
depending triangulate suspension members 32 and 36 at 
the ends, said members provided with hook means to 
engage the slots 16. 

Inasmuch as the invention is believed to be the utmost 
in simplicity from a structural and functional point of 
view, it is believed that the mode of use and features and 
advantages will be clear from this disclosure. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
(modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. For use in carrying a pair of box-like bottle cartons 

having central upper handle portions, a carrying handle. 
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4. 
comprising a unitary piece of wire bent to form an elon 
gated central portion having two side-by-side parallel wire 
members normally in a horizontal position, a leg at each 
end of each member extending downwardly therefrom, 
the legs at each end of the handle diverging in a down 
ward direction, the lower end of each leg being deflected 
upwardly and away from said central portion so as to form 
a hook, the upper free ends of each pair of adjacent hooks 
connected by a bight portion, a tubular handle member 
telescopically receiving and journalled on said central 
portion. W 

2. A device as defined in claim 1 wherein one of said 
parallel wire members comprises the ends of said piece of 

p ends being completely covered by said tubular 
andle thereby preventing said ends for contacting any 
one using said carrying handle. 
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