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This invention relates generally to boat anchors, and 
more specifically to an improved anchor construction 
which enables the anchor to be removed in the event that 
it becomes entangled in roots, rocks, or like obstructions. 
The conventional anchor will frequently become en 

tangled when in use, making it difficult if not impossible 
to remove the anchor when desired. Our invention con 
templates providing an anchor with flukes which will yield 
ably rotate about a common axis to free themselves from 
obstruction in response to an overload which is applied 
to the anchor cable. 

It is therefore a primary object of this invention to pro 
vide an anchor construction which may be safely used re 
gardless of the water bed condition, and which in the 
event of entanglement with obstructions can be released 
therefrom at will. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a re 
leasable anchor construction which is rugged and simple 
in operation, and which performs efficiently to provide an 
anchor of improved utility. 

it is yet a further object of this invention to provide a 
releasable anchor which is simple to manufacture so as 
to enable retail at reasonable cost. 
A full understanding of the details of the invention, to 

gether with further advantages, will become apparent by 
reference to the following detailed description of a pre 
ferred embodiment thereof, taken in conjunction with the 
attached drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of the anchor with the flukes 
in the erect position for storage purposes. 

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the anchor showing the 
flukes in the released position which is effective when with 
drawing the anchor from an obstruction. 

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional elevation taken along the 
lines 3-3 of FIG. . 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of the exten 

sible bearing which retains the fluke shaft. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary elevation showing the fluke in 

the operating position at 45 degrees from the vertical. 
FIG. 6 is a cross sectional elevation of the anchor show 

ing the flukes being forced downwardly preparatory to re 
lease from an obstruction. 

FiG. 7 is a cross sectional elevation taken along the lines 
7-7 of FIG. 2. 

Similar reference characters indicate corresponding 
parts throughout the several views in the drawings. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, the numeral 
8 represents an anchor shank which comprises a looped 
eyelet 9 which extends to form two slightly diverging rods 
18. A web is extends between the rods 10 in the vicinity 
of the eyelet 9 such that the rods may be springingly dis 
placed radially with respect to the web. Two U shaped 
bearing components 12 are welded to the lower end of 
the rod 10 such that they are directed towards each other 
in an overlapping and crossed relationship as clearly seen 
in FIG. 4. The two components i2 thus combine to form 
a bearing slot 13 which may be extended in length in re 
sponse to the rods it being pried apart from each other. 
Two anchor flukes 4 are assembled on each end of the 

shaft 15 so as to extend in the same plane as each other 
on opposite sides of the shank 8. The shaft 15 is received 
through the bearing slot i3 and the base 16 of the flukes 
14 extend normally to the plane of the shank. The flukes 
taper upwardly from the base 16 so as to terminate with 
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relatively blunt points 17. Upstanding from the shaft 
and disposed intermediate the flukes 6 and the shank 8 
are two cams 18 which intend in the direction of the 
plane of the flukes. Cam plates i9 are of substantially 
rectangular shape and are welded to the outer sides of the 
rods 10 in the same plane as the bearing components 12 
and extend beyond the side faces thereof so as to be en 
gaged by the cams 18 in the event of rotation of the fluke 
shaft is at points beyond 45 degrees from the vertical 
to either side of the shank 8. 

in operation, as the anchor is lowered into the water 
the flukes are free to rotate through an arc of 45 degrees 
to either side of the vertical as indicated in FIG. 5, of the 
drawing. At this point the cams 18 will strike the cam 
plates 19 and so prevent further rotation. In this posi 
tion the flukes operate normally to serve as an anchor. 
In the event that the flukes engage beneath an immovable 
obstruction, the load on the anchor cable must be in 
creased and this will cause the cams to engage the cam 
plates and forcibly separate the rods S6 with respect to 
each other as indicated in FIG. 6. It will be clear that 
further load will cause the flukes to rotate beyond the 90 
degree position shown in FIG. 6, at which point the flukes 
will be released from the obstruction and the anchor will 
be withdrawn with the flukes disposed in a vertical down 
ward position as shown in FIG. 7. 

Having described the invention in a preferred form, it 
will be appreciated that some modifications may be made 
to the precise configuration, without departing from the 
scope or spirit of the invention, as defined by the follow 
ing claims. 
We claim: 
1. A releasable anchor, comprising, a bifurcated shank, 

an eyelet formed at one end of the shank, bearing compo 
nents secured to the other end of the shank cooperating 
with each other to form a U shaped slot between the bi 
furcation of the shank, two flukes, a shaft connecting the 
flukes and received through the slot, a cam extending 
from the shaft intermediate one of the flukes and the bi 
furcated shank, cam plates secured to opposite sides of 
the shank for interference with the cam to restrain rota 
tion thereof, said cam adapted to urge said plates outward 
ly with respect to each other in response to a certain over 
load on said shank to permit rotation of the flukes with 
respect to the shank. 

2. A releasable anchor according to claim 1, wherein 
said cam is adapted to engage either of said plates in 
response to arcuate movement of the flukes through 45 
degrees from the plane of the shank. 

3. A releasable anchor according to claim 2, wherein 
a cam is provided adjacent each fluke and extends in the 
plane formed by the flukes. 

4. A releasable anchor, comprising, a shank, an eye 
let formed at one end of the shank, spaced rods extend 
ing from the eyelet to form the other end of the shank, U 
shaped bearing components secured to the lower end of 
each rod to extend towards each other in an overlapping 
crossed relationship, cam plates secured on the opposite 
sides of the rods adjacent the bearing components, two 
flukes, a shaft connecting the flukes and extending through 
a U shaped slot formed by the bearing components, cams 
Secured on the shaft intermediate each fluke and the shank 
to engage either of the two plates, said cam plates being 
urged apart by said cams in response to an overload force 
applied to the shank to permit said flukes to rotate through 
a complete semicircle. 
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