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This invention relates to a shoe construction, and more 
particularly it relates to an improved shoe having means 
for keeping the shoe more firmly on the foot, such means 
comprising relatively inextensible, flexible members inside 
the shoe extending from the inside heel area at the rear of 
the shoe to the instep, where the upper ends of the mem 
bers may be joined. 
The invention is particularly applicable to sports type 

of shoes, especially low cut sports oxfords such as basket 
ball shoes or football shoes. Conventionally constructed 
shoes have an inherent hazard in active sports, and also 
in outdoor work of various kinds, in that the shoes are 
liable to come off unexpectedly under unusual stresses. 
Thus, in playing, low cut basketball shoes are often in 
advertently pulled from the heel by another player during 
the game. In fact, it has been suggested on this account 
that low shoes be banned in basketball. 
The invention is directed to a means for overcoming 

the described hazard by providing relatively inextensible 
members, such as straps, tapes, lace pieces or the like, 
of cloth, leather, plastic or the like, or combinations of 
these or any other suitable material, which are securely 
attached on the inside of the shoe, for example by sewing 
or the like. Two such strap portions, one on each side 
of the shoe, are attached at their lower ends to the in 
side heel area, for example to the bottom of the counter 
area, and extend upwardly and forwardly, that is, in a 
diagonal direction, to the instep. Instead of being two 
separate pieces, the strap means of the invention may be 
a single continuous piece extending across the heel and 
upwardly diagonally on each side inside the shoe; the 
upwardly extending ends of such single piece will herein 
after be referred to as “straps' even though in actuality 
only one continuous piece need be used to provide the two 
strap portions. The free portions of the strap means 
come together at their tops or forward ends at the instep 
where they may be provided with means for fastening Such 
ends together, such as eyelets through which the ends may 
be joined by a lace, or the ends may be provided with clips 
or any other suitable fastenings that can be opened to 
take the shoe off and secured to keep the shoe on. 

In accordance with an important feature of the in 
vention the straps extend to an area on the instep cor 
responding to the area of the first (topmost) eyelet on 
the upper, thus providing for ease of lacing, as well as 
providing good appearance in the shoe. 
The invention will be described in more detail with 

reference to the accompanying drawing, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a basketball shoe en 

bodying inside strap or straps in accordance with the in 
vention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the shoe of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken along the 

line 3-3 of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the 

line 4-4 of FIG. 2. 
Referring to the drawing, there is shown a shoe (which 

may be entirely of conventional construction except for 
the inside strap or straps of the invention) having a cloth 
upper 10 or upper made of any other Suitable material, 
attached to an elastomeric sole 11. As in conventional 
practice, the shoe has a counter portion 12 which fits 
snugly around the back of the foot. In accordance with 
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the invention the construction includes two straps 13, 14, 
which are actually, in this particular form of the inven 
tion, the free ends of one continuous strap 15 (FIG. 3) 
fastened across the inside of the heel, under the usual 
insole or lining 16. It will be understood that if the straps 
are separate pieces their lower ends are fastened to the in 
side heel area at the rear sides of the shoe where the sides 
of the counter join the heel. In the invention as illustrated 
the straps are otherwise loose or free of attachment to the 
inside of the shoe, and they proceed diagonally inside the 
shoe up to the first (top) eyelets 17, 18 of the shoe. At 
their top ends the straps similarly have eyelets 19, 20 
for lacing the ends of the straps together to hold the 
shoe securely on the foot. The straps pass between the 
usual tongue member 22 and the upper. The eyelets 19, 
20 on the Sraps are in general alignment with the top 
eyelets 7, 18 of the shoe so that the shoelace 2 used 
for lacing the shoe in the ordinary manner also serves 
for Securing the ends of the straps together and for 
pulling the straps taut around the foot so that there is 
no possibility of the shoe being pulled off accidentally. 
As is best seen in FIG. 4, in a preferred embodiment of 
the invention as illustrated the eyelets 19, 20 of the 
strap means are displaced slightly rearwardly and down 
wardly along the axis of the straps toward the heel, in 
comparison to the eyelets 17, 18 of the shoe upper itself, 
so that as the lace is drawn tight there will be a tendency 
for the ends of the straps to be pulled together even more 
tightly than the upper itself, thus insuring a most secure 
fastening of the shoe to the foot. 
There is thus provided an absolute means of holding 

the shoe on the foot. The only requirement of the strap 
is that the angle and line of its upper edge must go from 
the area of the top eyelet of the upper to a point at the 
extreme heel inside the shoe. The strap may be of any 
width and is generally wide enough to be comfortable to 
the wearer when tightly fastened. 
The strap means, positioned and attached as described, 

provides great flexibility in lacing as well as adaptability 
to variation in instep height with subsequent comfort for 
the wearer. 
The invention accordingly makes it possible to keep 

low cut shoes on the foot substantially as securely as was 
heretofore thought to be feasible only with shoes having 
high uppers. 
The invention is of course distinct from the known 

practice, in high-cut shoes, of providing reinforcing strips 
or the like fastened along their length to the upper for the 
purpose of giving added support. Unlike Such reinforcing 
strips, the present straps do not add undesirable stiffness, 
and they perform a new function represented by their ac 
tion in keeping the low-cut shoe on the foot, which is not a 
problem in high-cut shoes. 
Having thus described my invention, what I claim and 

desire to protect by Letters Patent is: 
2. A low-cut oxford type shoe having a pair of free 

straps in its interior, attached only to the inside of the bot 
tom of the shoe at the rear portion of the heel area of the 
shoe and extending diagonally forwardly and upwardly 
from said attachment throughout the entire free length of 
the straps, the upper ends of the straps terminating at 
the instep, and means for fastening said upper ends Se 
curely together with the straps in a taut condition to hold 
the shoe securely on the foot. 

2. A low-cut oxford type shoe having eyelets along the 
instep for lacing the shoe and having a pair of free straps 
in its interior, attached only at their lower ends to the 
inside of the bottom of the shoe at the rear portion of the 
heel area of the shoe and extending diagonally forwardly 
and upwardly from said attachment throughout the en 
tire free length of the straps, the upper ends of the straps 
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terminating at the instep at a point corresponding to the 
top eyelet on a low shoe, and means for fastening said up 
per ends securely together with the straps in a taut condi 
tion to hold the shoe securely on the foot. 

3. A low-cut oxford type basketball shoe having a sole 
and an upper, said upper having a counter portion which 
fits snugly around the back of the foot of the wearer, and 
said upper having eyelets along the instep for lacing the 
shoe, inextensible strap means inside the shoe on each side 
thereof, said strap means being secured only inside the 
bottom of the shoe at the rear portion of the heel area, 
said strap means having free portions extending diagonal 
ly upwardly and forwardly, along the entire free length of 
the strap means from the place where the strap means is 
secured, as far as the instep and terminating in the area 
of the top eyelets of the upper on each side thereof, the 
upper end of each of said free portions of the strap means 
having an eyelet spaced rearwardly and downwardly from 
the top eyelet of the upper on each side of the shoe, where 
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4. 
by when the shoe is laced tightly with a lace extending 
through said top eyelets of the upper and the said eyelets 
of the strap means, the strap means is drawn taut enough 
to keep the shoe from being pulled from the foot in nor 
mall basketball playing activity. 
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