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To all whom it muay concern:

Be it known that I, JACOB W. BRENNAMAN,
acitizen of the United States, residing at A bi-
lene, in the county of Dickinson and State of
Kansas, have invented a new and useful
Fence-Building Tool, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to devices for build-
ing fences; and the object of the same is to
copstruet an improved combination-tool by
means of which the various movements and
operations necessary in digging post-holes,
seating posts, extracting them, and sfretch-
ing the wires may be speedily and readily ac-
complished.

To this end the invention consists of the
specific details of construction hereinafter
more fully deseribed and claimed, and as illus-
trated on the sheets of drawings, wherein—

Figurel isa frontelevation of the post-hole
digger. Fig. 2 is a similar elevation of the
tamping device. Fig. 3 isasimilar elevation
of one shovel, showing a nail-extracting claw
and a post-extractor and hammer adapted to
be inserted in the upper end of the handle of
this shovel and held therein by a set-serew.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the locking-
key. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the wire-
tightening devices. Fig. 6 is a similar view
of the post-raising devices. )

Referring to the said drawings, the letter
S designates shovels having handles, which
may be of gas-pipe or may be solid and ta-
pered and are about the relative shape and
size shown. The said handles are provided
near the shovels with interlocking eyes I, hav-
ing holes O with small offsets o0, and a pin or
key M, Fig. 4, is adapted to be inserted
through the holes and their offsets and then
turned axially, so as to pivotally connect the
interlockingeyes I. Whensoconnected, these
shovels form a post-hole digger, as shown in
Fig. 1; but when disconnected it is obvious
that they may be used as shovels.

The letter T designates a tamping device
into whose upper end is screwed a block Q,
having a reduced and threaded extension g,
which is in turn screwed into the gas-pipe
handle H of one of the shovels, all as best

seen in Fig. 2.
obvious.

In Fig. 8 is shown a nail-extracting claw C,
having a hammer face A, and also having a
reduced shank ¢. There is also illustrated
the post-extractor X, having atransverse pin
« through its head, and also having areduced
shank ¢. These shanks are capable of being
removably inserted in the hole % in the up-
per hollow end of one of the tapered and solid
handles H, as shown in this figure, and held
therein by a set-serew U. The uses of the
claw and the hammer arewell known and the
post-extractor will be referred to hereinafter.

Pivoted to one of the handles I{ is a cam-
shaped plate K, having teeth ¢ on its face,
and adjacent this face similar teeth ¢ are
formed upon a shoulder in the handle.

In Fig. 5 isshown the manner in which this
device is used as a wire-tightener—that is to
say, the wire W is led by the post «w’, to which
it is attached and is passed between the teeth
t and ¢ atthe proper point. The lower end
of the handle H (or whatever tool may. be
therein) is then rested against the post, as
shown, and the shovel end of the device is
moved in the direction of the arrow. A
strong tension is thereby imparted tothe wire
W, which is then stapled to the post.

Theletter Bdesignatesabloek havinga deep
noteh N inoneend,and to theupper face of this
block is secured a plate P,also having a notch
registering with that in the block and fur-
ther provided with upwardly-curved fingers
F, as shown. In Fig. 6 is shown the manner
in which this device is used for extracting
posts. The block B is brought close to the
post, the extractor placed in thenotch in the
plate P, with the ends of its transverse pin x

‘resting behind the fingers F, and the shovel

end of the handle is moved in the direction of
the arrow. T'his motion causes the teeth of
the extractor X to take into the post w’, and
the latter is drawn from the earth.

The various uses aud advantages to which
the several parts of this device can be put
will be obvious to a skilled artisan in fence-
building and need no elaboration here; and I
reserve the right to make ehanges in theshape

The use of thisdevice will be 50
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and size of parts, together with such addi-
tions as may seem advisable, all without de-
parting from the spirit of the present inven-
tion.

‘What is claimed as new is—

The herein-described combination fence-
building tool, the same consisting of a pair of
handles havingat their lower extremites shov-
els, said handles being removably pivoted
above the shovels, one of said handles being
provided at its upper end with asocketadapt-
ed to receive the shank of a claw-bar having

‘opposite fulerumed ‘lugs, a tamping-head, or

other device, and below said socket provided
with a toothed shoulder and a toothed bind-
ing-pawl eccentrically pivoted to the handle
below the shoulder, substantially as specified.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
JACOB W. BRENNAMAN,
Witnesses:
A. S. DAVIDSON,
G. D. KIEFFER.
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