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UNITED STATES

PaTENnT OFFICE.

 FULLER W. WALLIS, OF WOLTE CITY, TEXAS.

CAR-COUPLING.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 470,228; dated March 8, 1892.
Application filed May 13, 1891, Serial No,392,654. (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm: ,

Beitknown that I, FULLER W. WALLIS, re-
siding at Wolfe City, in the connty of Hunt
and State of Texas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Temporary Coup-
lers or Grips; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
devices for coupling cars, the object being to
produce simple and efficient means whereby
cars which have been disabled by a breakage
or pulling out of the draw-head may be easily
and quickly coupled together.

A further object is to produce a temporary
coupling device which may be attached or de-
tached in an instant. '

A further object is to so construct the de-
vice that it may be readily attached to the tim-
bers of the ear-bottom and made to grip the
same.

With these objects in view the invention
consists in a temporary coupler or grip for
cars, consisting of gripping-jaws adapted to
grip the timbers of the car and a coupling
link or block connecting said gripping-jaws.

The invention also consists in a temporary
coupleror grip for cars, consisting of gripping-
jaws adapted to grip the car-timbers, a link
or block connecting said gripping-jaws, and
means for maintaining said jaws in contact
with the ear-timbers.

The invention also econsists in a temporary
grip or coupler for cars.

The invention also consists in a grip or
coupler for cars and means for removably at-
taching said grip or coupler to the timbers of
the car.

The invention also consists in certain novel
featuresof construction and combinations and
arrangements of parts,as hereinafterset forth,
and pointed eut in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an end view of a car-having my improved
grip or temporary coupler applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a rear view of the device. Tig. 3 is
atop plan view. . Fig. 4 is.a bottom plan view.

A represents the bottom of -a car, and B B
the loengitudinal timbers thereof, to which lat-
ter my improved grip or temporary coupler is

designed to be attached when the ordinary
coupler or draw-head shall have become in-
jured or in any manner incapacitated.

The temporary coupler or grip comprises
two jaws C C, a coupling link or plate D, and
devices for sustaining the device in contact
with the timbers BB. The jaws C C are pro-
vided with elongated slots a for the reception
of acoupling link or plate D,said couplinglink
or plate D being provided with an elongated
slot o’ for the reception of pins b, located at
the inner ends of the slots ¢. A chain ¢ may
be attached to the coupling link or plate D,
by means of which to connect or couple the
device with a similar device on an adjoining
car, or to the draw-head of an adjoining car.
Located on the rear of jaws C is a plate F,
having a flange or base-plate F’,sadapted to
project under and lie parallel with the bot-
tom edges of the jaws C, to which it is at-
tached by means of pins or set-screws d, said
base-plate F’ being provided with elongated
slots d’ for the accommodation of the set-
serews d, whereby the jaws C C may be ad-
justed and properly spaced apart to grasp the
longitudinal bottom timbers of any car. Piv-
otally connected near their ends to the plate
F is a series of dogs ¢, having pointed ends ¢/,
adapted to be embedded in the car-timbers B
B, and thus maintain the clamps or jaws CC
in position on said timbers. The dogs e are
at their inner ends beveled and adapted to
enter slots f in the longitudinal edges of a
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sliding plate G, said sliding plate being pro- -

vided with headed pins adaptied to pass
through elongated slots g in the plate F.

In applying the grip to a car the jaws C C
are made to grasp the longitudinal timbers B
B of the car, and the sliding plate G pulled
down by a suitable thumb-piece or knob 7,
whereby the dogs ¢ will be made to embed
themselves in the timbers B B, and thus main-
tain the jaws in position. The adjacent car
will then be attached to. the link or plate D
by means of the chain ¢. With the device
thus attached, when the car is pulled forward
the jaws C C will be made to tightly grip the
timbers B B and act effectually as a coupler.

The device is very simple, compriging a
small number of parts, may be readily at-

 tached to a car when necessary, may be easily

and quickly removed therefrom, and is sure
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and effectual in the performance of its fune-
tions.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Atemporarygrip or coupler for cars, com-
prising gripping - jaws, substantially as set
forth.

2. Atemporary grip or coupler forcars, com-
prising gripping-jaws, and means for remov-
ably attaching said grip or coupler to the tim-
bers of the car, substantially as set forth.

3. A temporary grip or coupler for cars, con-
sisting of gripping-jaws adapted to grip the
timbers of the car,and a coupling link or block
connected tosaid gripping-jaws, substantially
as set forth.

4. Atemporary grip or coupler for cars, con-
sisting of gripping-jaws, a link or block con-
nected to said jaws, and a plate adjustably
connecting said jaws together, substantially
as set forth.

5. Atemporary grip or coupler for cars, con-
sisting of gripping-jaws adapted to grip the
car-timbers, a link or block connected to said
Jjaws, and means for maintaining said jawsin

contact with the car-timbers, substantially as
set forth.

6. In a temporary grip or coupler for cars,
the combination, with two jaws, of a plate or
bracket for sustaining said jaws, and pivoted
dogs carried by said plate or bracket,substan-
tially as set forth.

7. In a temporary grip or coupler for cars,
the combination, with a plate or bracket, of
clamping-jaws carried bysaid plateor bracket,
said clamping-jaws being. adapted to clamp
the timbers of a car, alink or block connected
to said clamping-jaws, a series of dogs piv-
oted to said plate or bracket and adapted to
engage the car-timbers, and a sliding plate
connected to said plate or bracketand adapt-
ed to operate the pivoted dogs, substantially
as set forth. . v

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specifieation in the presence of two snbserib-
ing witnesses.

. W. WALLIS.

Witnesses:

GEO. B. VOORHEES,
S. L. PEARCE.
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