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This invention relates to new and useful improvements in hat steaming and blocking 
devices and more particularly to a device of 
the character mentioned applicable to a gar 

5 ment pressing machine for use as an attach 
ment thereto whereby the steam utilized for 
the machine may be likewise utilized for this 
hat steaming and blocking attachment. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

10 provide a simple, inexpensive and efficient 
cleaning and blocking device which may be 
quickly and readily applied to any and all 
types of garment pressing machines whereby 
tailors and others using machines of this 

15 character may be in position to accept the 
business of cleaning and blocking hats in 
addition to the cleaning and pressing of other 
wearing apparel. - 
A further object of the invention resides in 

20 providing a device of the character men 
tioned which may be quickly and readily ap 
plied to the table or support of a garment 
pressing machine and connected with a stean 
pipe leading from the steam generator, which 

25 is usually present in the well known types of 
garment pressing machines now on the 
market. 
A still further object of the invention re 

sides in constructing the device in such man 
80 ner as will enable hats of various sizes and 

various shapes to be readily accommodated 
for the steaming and blocking operations. 
Another object of the invention resides in 
constructing the device so as to protect the 

8 sweat band of the hat against the action of 
steam while the brim and crown portions of 
the hat are being steamed and blocked. 

Still another object resides in constructing 
the device in such a manner and of Such ma 

49 terial as will minimize the chances of the hat 
being shrunk or stretched in the steaming 
and blocking process. 
With these and inumerous other objects in 

view, the invention consists in the novel fea 
tures of construction, combination and ar 
rangement of parts as will be hereinafter 
referred to and more particularly pointed 
out in the specification and claims. 
in the accompanying drawings, forming a 

50 part of this application, 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a device con 
structed in accordance with my invention 
and applied to the table or bed of a pressing 
machine. 

Figure 2 is a plane view thereof with parts 55 
broken away and parts in section to illustrate 
the interlocking elements. 

Figure 3 is an irregular vertical transverse 
section through the device. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view 60 
of one of the segments of the block removed. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary perspective view 
of One of the ring members used to connect 
he segments of the block with the head mem 
ber. 65 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary vertical section 
of a slight modification of the invention. 

Figure 7 is a horizontal section there 
through as seen on the line 7-7 of Figure 6, 
and 70 

Figures 8, 9, 10 and 11 are respectively per 
spective views of the interlocking elements 
used in connection with the modified form of 
the invention. 
The majority of tailors and others in the 75 

business of cleaning and pressing wearing 
apparel use the well-known garment pressing 
machines which have steam generating means 
in connection there with. Various attach 
ments have been invented and used on such 80 
machines for the assistance of the operator 
in the pressing of various garments and parts 
thereof, but no machine has heretofore been 
provided with an attachment thereon where 
hats may be blocked and steamed on the same 85 
machine with the device for pressing gar 
ments. The business of cleaning, steaming 
and blocking hats is, therefore, lost to the 
tailor or other operator of a pressing machine 
unless he installs an expensive and compli-90 
cated machine for cleaning and blocking hats 
which is a separate apparatus from the gar 
inent pressing machine. 
My hat steaming and blocking attachment 

is particularly adapted for use in connection 95 
with the well-known garment pressing ma 
chines, wherein steam generating means is 
provided and the invention contemplates the 
use of the same steam generated for use in 
the garment pressing machines, so that this loo 
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invention may be readily applied to such 
machines at a comparatively small cost. This 
will enable the tailor or owner of the garment 
pressing machine to accept business involv 
ing the cleaning and blocking of hats, the 
hats to be cleaned in the regular cleaning 
establishment or elsewhere as is usually done 
with wearing apparel while the steaming and 
blocking of the hats may be accomplished by 
the owner of the machine with the attach 
ment which I have invented and disclosed 
herewith. 
In describing my invention, I shall refer 

to the drawings in which similar reference 
characters designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views and in which 1 
designates a table or support, such as is usu 
ally provided in garment pressing machines. 
In such machines, a boiler (not shown) for 
SEE steam is usually provided imme diately adjacent one end of this table and my 
invention contemplates the use of steam gen 
erated from this boiler for my hat steaming 
and blocking attachment. To this end I pro 
vide a steam pipe 2 which connected with the 
steam generator (not shown) and projects 
through the table or support 1 in the manner 
as shown in Figure 1 or in any other fashion 
as may be desired, there being a valve (not 
shown) in the length of this pipe to manually 
control the flow of steam therethrough. 
Mounted on the top of the table or support 1 
is a collar or sleeve 3 to which the lead-in 
steam pipe 2 may be connected and remov 
ably connected with this sleeve or collar and 
extending upwardly therefrom is a steam 
pipe 4 which acts as a support for my in 
proved hat steaming and blocking attach 
ment. 
The attachment comprises an inner perfo 

rated head member 5 formed of metal or 
other desired material, preferably aluminum. 
This head member is hollow and substantially 
dome-shaped, the perforations therein, des 
ignated by the numeral 6 being arranged 
in series throughout the surface thereof, as 
clearly shown in Figure 3 of the drawings. 
Formed or otherwise carried on the lower pe 
ripheral edge of the head member 5 is a de 
pending annular channel-shaped member 7 
which provides an annular chamber suspend 
ed below the head member and formed or 
otherwise carried on the upper edge of the 
outer wall of said channel-shaped member 7 
is an outstanding downwardly directed flange 
8. This flange which is perforated as shown 
by the numeral 9 is adapted to receive and 
support thereon the brim of a hat to be 
steamed and blocked and the chamber sur 
rounding and suspended below the head mem 
ber 5 is adapted to receive the sweat band 
of said hat, as will appear more particularly 
from the following description. The walls of 
the member 7 are constructed so as to enable 
the same to be fitted or lined with asbestos des 
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ignated by the numeral 10 to prevent heat 
from attacking the sweat band when received 
in the chamber formed by the member 7. 
A bowl-shaped base member 11 is pro 

vided which has its peripheral edge formed 
on, secured to or otherwise connected with 
the outer edge of the brim supporting flange 
8, said bowl-shaped base being provided cen 
trally of its bottom with a depending inter 
nally threaded collar 12 which is engaged 
with the upper externally threaded portion of 
the pipe 4. A steam chamber is thus formed 
in this base portion 11, the steam received 
therein through the pipe 4 being adapted to 
flow through the openings 9 in the brim sup 
porting flange 8 and through the openings 6 
in the head member 5. 
The blocking portion of the attachment is 

adapted to be applied to the steam supply 
ing portion described above and to this end 
I provide a blocking member 13 which con 
sists preferably of four arcuate segments, 
each perforated as shown at 14, said segments 
being so shaped as to provide, when brought 
injuxta-position, a dome-shaped block adapt 
ed to receive the crown portion of a hat there 
on. This crown receiving member 13, 
formed of segments as described, is prefer 
ably formed of aluminum but may be con 
structed of other desirable material. and the 
same is adapted to be applied to the head 
member 5 so as to receive the crown portion 
of a hat thereon, permitting the sweat band 
of said hat to be received in the chamber 
formed by the channel member 7 and the 
brim of the hat to be received on the brim 
supporting flange 8. 
I have provided an improved means for 

supporting the segments or quadrants of the 
member 13 on the head member 5 so that the 
block may accommodate hats of various sizes 
with crowns of various heights. To this end, 
each of the segments 13 has formed or oth 
erwise secured to the inner face adjacent the 
lower edge thereof an inwardly projecting 
locking lug 14 which is T-shaped in cross 
section and tapers smaller from the upper to 
the lower end thereof, as clearly shown in 
Figure 4 of the drawings. A metallic ring 
member 15 is provided and adapted to be ap 
plied to the head member 5 to snugly fit the 
outer periphery of the latter, said ring be 
ing provided at predetermined portions 
therein with T-shaped slots 16 tapered from 
the upper to the lower ends thereof similar 
to the tapering of the lug 14. Obviously 
upon engaging the lugs 14 in the slots 16 of 
the ring member 15, the segments of the mem 
ber 13 may be held to the ring member and 
in position with relation to the head member 
5. Pins or pegs 17 are adapted to be insert 
ed in openings in the head member 5 to pro 
ject beyond the periphery of the latter so as 
to support the ring member 15 in position, 
said pins or pegs projecting beyond the ring 
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member to also support the lower edge of the 
blocking member 13, as shown in Figure 3 of 
the drawings. 
I have described one ring 15 but it will be 

understood that a number of such rings are 
provided of varying thicknesses, each of the 
same inner diameter, whereby the segments 
of the block may be spaced from the head 
member 5 at various distances according to 
the size of the hats to be blocked. As many 
rings 15 are provided as there are sizes of 
hats to be accommodated on the attachment. 
In order to accommodate hats having crowns 
of varying heights, the pins or pegs 17 are 
provided which may be raised or lowered to 
enter into a lower or higher opening 6 in the 
head member 5 which correspondingly sup 
port the ring member 15 and the segments 13 
higher or lower, as the case may be. It will 
be seen also that the channel-shaped member 
7 is of such width as to provide a chamber 
adapted to receive the sweat band of a hat, 
regardless of the size of the latter. 
When a hat is to be steamed and blocked, 

the size of the hat is first determined and 
the proper ring 15 applied to the head men 
ber 5 which, when the segments of the mem 
ber 13 are applied thereto, will produce a 
block of the proper size for that particular 
hat. The segments 13 are then engaged with 
the member 15 by inserting the lugs 14 in 
the slots 16 and a fabric cover i8 is applied 
to the block or crown receiving member 13 
to absorb a certain amount of moisture. The 
hat, designated in the drawings by the numer 
all 19, is then applied to the block, the brin 
20 of the hat being supported on the brim 
supporting flange 8 and the sweat band 21 
of the hat being turned down to be received 
in the chamber formed by the channel mem 
ber 7, as clearly shown in Figure 3 of the 
drawings. Pivoted clips 22, under action of 
springs (not shown) in connection with the 
pintles thereof, carried on the base portion 
11 are adapted to engage the brim 20 of the 
hat to hold said brim in position. Any other 
form of brim retaining means may be pro 
vided, as desired. The steam valve is then 
opened to permit the steam to enter the cham 
ber from whence said steam will flow freely 
to the brim and crown portions of the hat, 
and while being steamed, these portions of 
the hat are blocked by hand in the usual 
88. 

While the brim and crown portions of the 
hat receive the steam in direct contact there 
with, which is quite essential in the blocking 
process, it will be seen that the particular 
construction presented prevents said steam 
from coming in contact with the Sweat band. 
Being disposed within this annular chamber, 
as herein shown and described, the sweat 
band is free from contact with the steam. 
Thus, one having his hat cleaned under this 
process saves the expense of supplying a new 
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sweat band, which is ordinarily necessary 
When a hat is cleaned. 
At the junction of the channel member 7 

and the lower peripheral edge of the member 
5, there is an off-set or shoulder which is 70 
channeled as shown at 23. This channel will 
collect thereon any condensation of the steam 
which may seep through the connected ele 
ments thereabove. - 

In Figures 6 to 11, inclusive, I have shown 75 
a slightly modified form of my invention, 
particularly as to the means of adjustably 
Securing the blocking segments to the head 
member. In this modification, I have repre 
sented the head member by the numeral 5'80 
and the segments of the outer block by the 
numeral 13. This head member and the seg 
ments are perforated as shown in the pre 
ferred form of the invention described here 
above. Secured to the inner face of each 85 
Segment 13 adjacent this lower end is a clip 
24 which is channel-shaped in cross section, 
open at its lower end, closed at its upper 
end and slotted in its front face as shown at 
25. Additional similarly formed clips 26 are 90 
provided, the same being secured on the 
Outer face of the head member 5' adjacent 
the lower peripheral edge of the latter in a 
position inverted from that of the clip 24. 
In other words the upper end of the clips 269 
are open while the lower end thereof is closed. 
The rear wall of the clips 26 are provided 
with vertically alining openings 27 which 
are adapted to register with the perforations 
in the head member 5', as clearly shown in 
Figure 6, for a purpose to be hereinafter and 
more particularly set forth. Removable in 
terlocking lugs 28 are provided, the same 
being formed of any desired material and 
designed H-shaped in cross section. The one.0 
arm of the is adapted to be received in the 
clip on the head member 5' and the other arm 
of the lug engaged wtih the clip 24 on the 
segment 13. Obviously the width of the 
H-shaped lugs determine the size of the block.0 
formed on this device and various sizes of 
lugs are provided according to the sizes of 
the hats to be blocked, Figures 10 and 11 
illustrating two different sizes of lugs. When 
it is desired to increase the height of the block'll 
to accommodate a high crowned hat, a pin 29 
is inserted in One of the openings 27 which 
projects beyond the front face of the clips 
26 to act as a support for the lower end of 
the lug 28, obviously retaining the lugs and 20 
the segments 13 connected therewith in a 
higher relation with respect to the head mem 
ber 5. 

it will be seen that this modification of 
the invention permits of the adjustment of 125 
the device to accommodate hats of various 
sizes and crowns of various heights. Except 
for this different interlocking means between 
the segments of the block proper and the head 
member, the modification described is the 130 
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same as the form of device previously de 
scribed. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that I have provided a simple, inexpensive and effi. 

cient means for carrying out the objects of 
the invention and while I have particularly 
described the elements best adapted to per 
form the functions set forth, it is obvious that various changes in form, proportion and in 
the minor details of construction may be re 
sorted to, without departing from the spirit 
or sacrificing any of the principles of the in 
vention. o 

Having described my invention what I 
claim is: 

1. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a crown receiving member, interchangeable 
means for varying the size thereof, a brim 
receiving member and means for receiving 
and protecting the sweat band of a hat 
against the action of steam. 

2. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a crown receiving member, a brim receiving 
member, a sweatband receiving and protect 
ing member and interchangeable means for 
varying said crown receiving member, to ac 
commodate hats of varied shapes and sizes. 

3. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a crown receiving member, a brim receiving 
member, a sweatband receiving and protect 
ing member and interchangeable means for 
varying said crown receiving member verti. 
cally and radially to accommodate hats of 
varied shapes and sizes. 

4. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a crown receiving member, interchangeable 
means for varying the size thereof, a station: 
ary brim receiving member and a sweat band 
receiving and protecting member in connec 
tion with the latter. 

5. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a crown receiving member, interchangeable 
means for varying the size thereof, a station ary brim receiving member and a sweat band 
receiving and protecting member formed in 
tegral with the last mentioned member. 

6. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a crown receiving member, interchangeable 
means for varying the size of said member vertically and radially, a stationary brim re 
ceiving member and a sweat band receiving 
and protecting member connected with the 
last mentioned member. 

7. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a steam head, a crown receiving member 
mounted thereon, interchangeable means for 
varying said crown receiving member verti 
cally and radially with respect to said head 
a brim receiving member and a sweat band 
receiving and protecting member. 

8. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a steam head, a crown receiving member 
mounted thereon, interchangeable means for 
adjusting said crown receiving member ver 
tically and radially with respect to said head, 

a brim receiving member arranged stationary 
with respect to said head and a sweat band 
receiving and protecting member in connec 
tion with said brim receiving member. - 

9. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 70 
a steam head, a segmental crown receiving 
member mounted thereon and surrounding 
the same, interchangeable means for varying 
the relation of said segmental crown receiv 
ing member with respect to said head, and 
a brim receiving member. 

10. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a steam head, a segmental crown receiving 
member mounted thereon and surrounding 
the same, interchangeable means for varying 
the relation of said crown receiving member 
with respect to said head, a brim receiving 
member and a sweat band receiving and pro 
tecting member. 

11. In a hat steaming and blocking device. 
a steam head, a segmental crown receiving 
member and means disposed internally of 
said crown receiving member for removably 
securing the segments of said member to said 
head. 

12. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a steam head, a segmental crown receiving 
member and interlocking means between the 
individual segments of said member and said 
head to interchangeably secure the former to ' 
the latter. 

13. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a steam head, a segmental crown receiving 
member and interchangeable interlocking 
means between the segments of said member 
and said head for varying radially and verti 
cally the former with respect to the latter. 

14. In a hat steaming and blocking device. 
a steam head, a segmental crown receiving 
member, interchangeable means for securing 105 
the segments of said member to said head to 
permit variation to accommodate hats of va 
rious sizes, a brim receiving member and a 
sweat band receiving member. 

15. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a steam head, a segmental crown receiving 
member, interchangeable interlocking means 
between said head and the individual seg 
ments of said member permitting variation of said segments vertically and radially with ' 
respect to said head, a brim receiving mem 
ber and a sweat band receiving member. 

16. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a steam head, a segmental crown receiving member, interchangeable means for securing '' 
the segments of the member to said head, a 
sweat band receiving member connected with 
said head and a brim receiving member con 
nected with the latter member. - 

17. In a hat steaming and blocking device, 
a perforated steam head, a segmental crown 
receiving member having the segments there 
of perforated, interchangeable means for se 
curing said segments to the head, a per 
forated brim receiving member, an imper- 9 
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forate sweat band receiving member connect 
ing said head and brim receiving member 
and heat resisting means applied to the im 
perforate member. 

18. In a hat steaming and blocking device 
of the class described, a segmental crown re 
ceiving member, interchangeable means for 
varying the segments vertically and radially, 
a brim receiving member and means for Sup 
plying the steam to said members. 

19. In a hat steaming and blocking device 
of the class described, a segmental crown re 
ceiving member, interchangeable means for 
varying individually the segments vertically 
and radially to accommodate hat crowns of 
Various sizes, a stationary brim receiving 
member and means for Supplying steam to 
said members. 

20. In a hat steaming and blocking device 
of the class described, a segmental crown re 
ceiving member, interchangeable means for 
varying individually the segments vertically 
and radially to accommodate hat crowns of 
Various sizes, a stationary brim receiving 
member, means for supplying steam to said 
crown and brim receiving members, and 
means connected directly to said brim re 
ceiving member for receiving and protecting 
the Sweat band of a hat against the action 
of the steam. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

HYMAN DIENER. 


