L. P. ROSS.
- DESEK.

No. 287,475.

nted Oct. 30, 1883.

N

W7




9 Sheets—Sheet 2.

L. P. ROSS.

(No Model.)

DESK.

Patented .Oct. 30, 1883.

No. 287,475.

Y.
e

T oe 70207
P oton
oSS

Z5.

lrrzss
207

&0

*N. PETERS, Photo-Lithographer, Washington, D. C.



10

IS5

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

LYON P. ROSS, OF ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS.

DESK.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lyox P. Ross, a¢itizen
of the United States, residing in the city of
Rockford, in the county of Winnebago and
State of lllinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Office-Desks, of
which the following is a speelﬁcablon

This invention 1ehtes to desks ‘designed
mainly for office use in the transaction of
business, but adapted to, perhaps, all the pur-
poses for which such desks are employed; and
the object of this invention is to so improve
this class of desks as to render them more con-
venient in the transaction of business, and to
produce such improved desk at a less cost.

To this end I have designed and constructed
the desk represented in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an isometr ical representation of

a desk embodying my invention, in which the
covers of the desk are represented'in an open
position. Fig. 2 is anisometrical representa-
tion of a drawer in the upper portion of the
case. Fig. 3 is an isometrical representation
of the desk, in which one end thereof is re-
movyed or omitted. Tig. 4isafragmental ver-
tical lengthwise section, showing the locking
mechanism. Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the
inner end portion of one of the drawersin the
lower portion of the desk.

The portion of this desk below the ertmo-
surface thereof is of the usual pedestal form,

fitted with drawers, closets, and-central open--

ing, in the usual manner.
At A are represented ends, of a form sub-
stantially as shown, placed upon the end por-

tions of the writing-table, substantially verti-

cally over the end lels of the pedestal por-
tion of the desk. These ends are joined on
their rear by a suitable back, and its rear is
provided with an upward-rising portion, B,

of box form, fitted with a hd C, having a
hinge-connection with the vertical back and
its ends are provided with jointed supportmg-
links @, having a hinged connection with the
lid and with the end portion of the box, on its
inside, in such a manner as to support thelid
C in an inclined open position, and when the
joint is flexed or thrown from the line of its
centers will permit the 1id to be closed. Im-
mediately in front of this rear box-like por-

tion is formed a portion, D, having in thisin-
stance a horizontal shelf-like nupper surface on
the same plane with the bottom of the box-
formed portion B, forming & receptacle to re-
ceive the folds of a sectional cover to the desk.
That portion of the upper section under the
box B and the horizontal portion D is pro-
vided witha series of pigeon-holes or compart-
ments varying in dimensions, and also with a
drawer, «, at each end below the pigeon-holes.
The end portions, A, form the point of their
connection, with thefront-edge portion of the
writing- mble ineclined- rearward and upward
ab qulte an abrupt angle a suitable distanceto
the point b, from which to the front edge of
the horizontal shelf-like portion Dthey incline
at a much lessangle.

produced in rabbet form by means of a bat-
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‘ Theseinclined portions
of the ends A, on their inner upper angle, are

70

ten, ¢, fixed to their inner surface a suitable -

distance below their upper surface, or other-
wise, forming arabbet or groove to receivethe
end portions of a lid to close the front upper
portion of the desk over the writing-table.

At E is represented a folding cover,- com-
posed in this instance of the several sections
d, e, f, g, h, and ¢, of proper width to produce
a complete covering for thefront opening over
the writing-table. These several sections are
hinged to each other and to the front edge of
the horizontal or shelf-like portion D insuch a
manner that in opening they will fold onto the
shelf-like portion, as shown inFig. 1, inwhich
folded position the section 2 stands in an up-

ward and rearward inclined angle, being sup-.
ported in its inclined position by means ot the
front section, ¢, being folded over the folded
sections d e f ¢ in such a manner that the han-
dle %, fixed to its lower outer edge, shall en-
gage the upper surface of the section g in its
folded position, to cause the front section, 7,
of the lid to operate as a brace-support to the
rearwardly-inclined section 4.

The central portion of the front edge of the
writing and of the pedestal portion of the
desk is fitted, inthe nsnal manner, withalock,
to engage the front edge of the front fold, 4, of

-the hinge-jointed lid, to lock the cover inits

closed position.
At 71is represented a fillet or strip fixed to
the edge portion of the rearwardly-inclined
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section &, to operate as a foot-support to papers
or other articles placed on its inclined surface.

The sides o of the several drawers in the
pedestal are provided with a notch, p, formed
in their lower edge, designed to receive a bolt
or stud to lock the drawer when closed. The
inner end portions of these several sides are
beveled upward from the notch p, as shown
at Figs. 3 and 5.

At sisrepresented alocking-bar rectangular
in section, having its ends produced in tenon

form to move vertically in guides formed in |
construct my improved desk-cover with three
' folds, so joined in their hinged connections as

the desk. From the inside of this bar project
stud-bolts ¢, at proper intervals to engage the
notches 'p in the several drawers when the
locking-bar is raised to lock the drawers in
their closed position. '

At tis represented aspiral spring surround-
ing the lower tenon of the locking-bar, above
its lower guide-support, insuch a manner that
its spring action will operate to hold the bar
in its elevated position to lock the drawers
when closed. :

At u is represented a bar-formed button
pivoted on the upper end of the upper tenon
on the locking-bar, and at «' is represented a
groove formed in the lower edge portion of

_ the end A, immediately above the writing-ta-
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ble, into which the end portion of the button
a_can be turned when thelocking-bar is passed
to its lowest position.

From the construction and arrangement of

- these parts it will be seen that when the lock-
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ing-bar is free to rise by the aetion of the
spring the stud-bolts will engage the notches
in the under edge of the drawer-sides and lock
them in their closed position, and by reason
of theinclined inner end portion of the drawer-
sides they are made self-locking when shoved
into place. To unlock the drawers it only
requires the depression of the locking-bar,

which may be held in its depressed position’

by. means of the bar-like button, pivoted, as
hereinbefore stated.
From the foregoing it will be seen that my

2 ' ‘ 287,475

improvedlocking mechanism,employedincon-
nection with the drawers in the pedestal por-
tion of the desk, depends for its security as a

 locking device upon the closing and locking

of the desk-lid, which, when closed andlocked,
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renders my improved drawer-locking mech-

anism inaccessible and secure.

In the foregoing I have shown and described
my improved desk as having the two outer
folds,  and <, of the cover so joined in their

' hinged connections as to fold in the inclined

angular position shown in Fig. 1; but I also

to fold in a horizontal position on the shelf, in
the same manner as the several sections d, e,
f, and g are shown, which I accomplish by re-
versing the hinges in the joint-connection of
the sections A and i, to cause them to.fold in
the opposite direction. I have also described
and shown theshelf-like receptacle of the fold-
ing cover as being in a horizontal plane; but
it iay be on a plane inclined at any practical
angle.

T claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with the pedestal or

| base portion of the desk, of a case or recep-
‘ tacle. formed above the pedestal portion, a
' shelf formed thereon, and a sectional cover,

constructed of strips hinged together and to
the shelf, whereby the same may be. folded
upon the. shelf, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth, .

2. The combination, with the pedestal por-
tion of the desk, and with the desk-lid pro-
vided with a suitable lock tofix it in its closed
position, of a locking mechanism for the ped-
estal-draws, located and constructed substan-
tially as set forth, whereby it may be operated
by hand when the desk-lid is opened or thrown
back, substantially as described.

LYON P. ROSS.

‘Witnesses:

A. O. BEHEL,
JACOB BEHEL.
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