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1

My present invention relates to an improved
heel and more particularly to the structure em-
bodied in the elements of the heel of my in-
vention wherein the durability of the heel is
increased without increasing the discomfort nor-
mally attending hard heels, and at the same time
presenting a heel structure enhanced in appear-
ance.

In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated one complete example of the physical em-
bodiment of my invention according tc the best
mode I have thus far devised but it will be under-
stood that various changes and alterations may
be made in the exemplified structure within the
scope of the appended claim.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of a portion of
a shoe showing the heel of my invention mounted
thereon. .

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view of the heel.

Figure 3 is a plan view of the resilient rubber
insert ring.

Referring now to the drawings wherein like
characters indicate like parts I have illustrated
the heel of my invention as associated with a
shoe sole 2 of conventional structure and design.

The heel comprises a case 4 preferably of a
hard durable material as plastic formed with
holes therein through which the nails 5 extend
to secure the case of the sole. The plastic case
may obviously be of different colors to match the
upper of the shoe and as is usual in plastics
the color is incorporated into the material and
thus will not peel or become scratched. This case
of usual heel shape is formed with a hollow center
bore 8, and a flange 8 overhangs the circular cen~
ter bore along the bottom thereof.

A contact pad 10 preferably of hard rubber,
circular in shape is of a diameter slightly less
than the inner diameter of the flange 8, and this
pad is formed with a central bore 12 and a pe-
ripheral flange 14 within the flange 8 and co-
acting therewith to prevent the separation of
the case and the pad. The case and the pad fit
snugly however, and only sufficient clearance is
provided to permit the relative movement of
the pad.

Within the heel and spaced between the inner
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face of the pad and the outer face of the sole 2,
1 employ a resilient soft rubber ring {8 of con-
siderably less diameter than the bore of the case,
and this ring is formed with outer peripheral lug
or projecticn 18 abutting the inner wall of the
case hore.

It will be apparent that in walking the contact
pad of the heel assembly will engage the ground
or the floor pressing upwardly against the soft
rubber ring which will become compressed and
thereby partially absorb the shock of the con-
tact of the pad with the ground, and the entire
shock will not be transmitted to the sole of the
shoe and thence to the wearer. A greater free-
dom of compression for the resilient ring is af-
forded in the use of a ring substantially smaller
than the bore in which it lies, and shifting of the
smaller ring within the bore is prevented by
means of the lug abutting the surface of the hore.

From the above description of the heel assembly
of my invention it will be obvious that a more
durable and better looking heel will result from
the use of my invention and at the same time the
shock of contact of the heel with the ground will
be partially absorbed in the heel and the trans-
mittal of the shock to the person wearing the
shoe will be lessened.

Having thus fully described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

A heel comprising a hollow case fixed to a shoe,
a pad protruding from the case and movable
relative thereto, interengaging flanges on the case
and pad, a resilient ring in the hollow case of
lesser diameter than that of the hore of the
case, and a peripheral lug on the ring abutting
the inner wall of the bore.
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