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(57) Abstract: A filter membrane capable of preventing the crests of pleats adjacent to each other from being fitted to each other at
advantageous cost without using a separate member, enabling an increase in rigidity and strength in a direction along the pleat lines
of the pleats, and capable of increasing backwashing effect. The filter membrane (1) formed in a pleat shape comprises folded and
piled parts (10a) and (10b) extending along a direction orthogonal to the folding lines (2a) and (2b) of the pleats. The folded and
piled parts (10a) and (10b) are formed by folding back the filter membrane (1) through first pleat lines (11) and (11') and second pleat
lines (12) and (12"). The filter membrane (1) in three portions is formed of inner portions (1a) and (1a'), outer portions (1b) and (1b"),
and intermediate portions (1c) and (1c") between the first and second pleat lines (11) and (11") and (12) and (12"). In the cylindrical
filter membrane (1), the folded and piled parts (10a) and (10b) are formed near the intermediate parts between the vertical center
part and the upper and lower ends thereof, and the outer pockets (13) and (13") thereof are opened to the upper and lower end sides.
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