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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, NATHANIEL OAK, of 

Exeter, in the county of Penobscot and State 
of Maine, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Carriers for Barrels, 
Boxes, &c.; and I do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, that will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawing, forming a part of this 
specification, in which- s 

Figure 1 shows a perspective of my inven 
tion; Fig. 2, a modification of hook or grapple. 
Same letters show like parts. 
My invention consists of a frame of suita 

ble material, inclosing the article to be car 
ried, which frame is provided with handles, 
in pairs, at each end, and with hooks or grap 
ples, by which the article is supported. This 
frame may be made adjustable in relation to 
its width, to accommodate barrels or boxes 
varying in size, and may also be provided with 
eyebolts or rings at the corners, for the recep 
tion of the hooks of a tackle when the article 
is to be hoisted. The grapples may, of course, 
be adapted in form to the article for which the 
carrier is especially designed. In some cases, 
hooks or grapples attached to the handles by 
a single eyebolt, in such a manner as to allow 
them to swing lengthwise of the handles, will 
be found preferable. This form is of great 
advantage in carrying articles upstairs, as 
the swing of the hooks will allow the barrel 
or other article to retain a perpendicular posi 
tion, irrespective of the inclination of the han 
dies. 

Referring to the drawing, a shows the frame, 
consisting of. side pieces b b, provided with 
handles e. These side pieces are connected 

f, which, as before stated, may by cross-bars f 
be so attached to said side pieces as to enable 
the distance between them to be varied-as 
by passing said cross-bars into and through 
nortises in the side pieces, as at g, and secur 
ing them in the desired position by pins h. At 
the corners iiii of the frame a eyebolts or 

rings.j may be placed, for hoisting purposes. 
At lc is shown one kind of grapple, in form 
like the letter X, attached at the middle of the 
side pieces at two points, ll, and forked at 
the bottom, its lower end being provided 
with hooks, to catch and hold under the barrel 
or other article to be carried. This form, as 
stated, may be varied as circumstances dic 
tate. The modification of the hook or grap 
ple, before referred to, is shown at m, attached 
to the side pieces at one point only, to allow 
the article to retain always a perpendicular 
position. 
The operation of my device will be readily 

understood. The hooks or grapples being 
placed under the article, it may be readily 
raised and transported by means of the han 
dlese, the surrounding frame serving to steady 
it in its motions. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. The combination of a carrying-frame, pro 

vided with handlese e, and inclosing the ar 
ticle to be carried, with hooks or grapples sus 
taining said article, as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

2. The frame a, consisting of side pieces b b, 
having handlese e adjustable upon the cross 
bars,ff of said frame, as and for the purposes specified. 

3. The frame a, inclosing the article to be 
carried, and provided with rings or eyebolts 
at its corners, as and for the described pur 
poses. 

4. The carrying-frame inclosing the article 
to be carried, and provided with handles e e, 
in combination with the swinging hooks or 
grapples m m, substantially as shown and de 
scribed, for the purposes specified. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 29th day of February, 1876. 

NATELANIEL OAK. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN R. MASON, 
WM. FRANKLIN SEAVEY. 

  


