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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomx R. NestEr, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Pottstown, in the county of Montgomery and

5 State of Pennsylvania, have invented new.

“and useful Improvements in Casket Top and
Panel Fasteners, of which the following is a
specification. A
This invention relates to fastening means
10 and more particularly to that type or form
of device which is specially adapted for se-
curing the covers and panels to burial
caskets, coffins and the like, the primary ob-

ject being to ‘provide a casket top or panel
18 fastener which will obviate the use of screws
' or similar means for ensuring a safe and se-

" cure connection between said p‘mel and top,
or the top and ‘casket body.
Another object of my invention is to pro-
20 vide a fastening device of the kind referred
‘ to which is simple in construction, cheap to
manufacture, instantaneous in action and
noiseless in operation.

With the -foregoing and other ob]ects in

25 view as will herea,fter ‘become more ap-
parent, my invention consists essentnlly n
celtaln novel features of construction, com-
‘binations and arrangements of parts later
on fTully described and more specifically de-

30 fined by the subjoined claims.

In the further disclosure of the invention
reference is to be had to the accompanying
sheet of explanatory drawings constituting a
part of this specification, and in which like
characters of reference designate the same
or_corresponding parts in all “the views.

Figure 1—is a top plan view of a burial
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casket having my invention applied thereto.

. Figure 2—is a side elevation of the same
with 1 parts broken away or in section to bet-
ter disclose the underlying structure.

Figure 3—is a perspective view of the
fastening device.

Figure 4—is a perspective view of the
hasp portion of the fastening device; and,
~ Figure 5—15 -section on the. line 5—5 in
Figure 3.

T ig. 6is a flagmentary detail view of an-
other form of latch.

Referring more particularly to the views
the numeral 6 designates a casket body, 7 the
cover therefor, and 8 the removable panel,
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all of said parts being in accordance with’
prevalhng practice and constltutlng no part

55 of my invention.

The improved fastemng device in accord-‘

ance ‘with my improvements embodies two
principal parts 9, 10 the former of which is
adapted for fitment in the casket sill or
upper edge 11, whereas the latter is applied
to-the underside 12 of the cover 7 as later
on explained. - Referring to the part 9 as
shown most clearly by Flgule 3 1t will be
seen that it consists of a rectangular strip of
suitable material such as sheet-metal of ¢ ap-
propriate dimensions to be snugly bedded
mnto the body sill or upper edge 11 and held
in place by wood screws passed through
countersmk holes 18, 18”. 'This part or strip

9 is longitudinally slotted at 14, and one end
-of said slot is chamfered or grooved at 15 to

form a depending rib for a purpose later on
explained. Pivotally connected beneath the

strip 9 by a rivet or pivot pin 16 is a lever

17 that is fashioned with a locking member
or tongue 18 and a downwardly turned
finger piece 19 by means of which said lever
17 can be. swung on its pivot 18, Stamped
or otherwise upset from the lever 17 is a tit
20 that is adapted to lock in or cngage with
a correspondingly shaped cavity.21 prov1ded
Tor the purpose on the underside of the rec-

“tangular strip 9.

In some instances I may pr efer to dlspense
with the pivot pin 16 and extend the lever
somewhat as indicated in Figure 3 to provide
an eye-piece 22, said eye piece.having a hole
for registr ation beneath the counter Smk hole
13" so that when a wood screw is passed
therethrough to secure the strip 9 to the
casket body sill 11, said screw will serve as a
pivot for the lover 17, as will be clearly
understood by those acquainted Wlth the art
to which my invention appertains.-

Referring now to the part 10 and as will
be best undels’cood from Figure 4 it will be
seen that it is likewise made from an elon-
gated strip of suitable material such as sheet
metal that is provided. with countersink
holes 23 by means of which said part 10 is
secured to the underside of the cover 7. by.
wood screws or the like. Intermediate its

* ends the strip or part 10 is transversely cut

at 24 to provide a downwardly turned tenon
25 which is slotted at 26 for the reception

member or tongue 18.

In some instances, such as when my im-
proved fastening device is applied to.the re-
movable panel 8 T preferably.fashion the Je-

. ver 17 with an apertured ear 27 for connec--

tion thereto of a cord or tassel—not shown—
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whereby said lever may be drawn cut as
well ‘as adapted for snug fitment below the
bead or edge of the said panel 8.

In use and assuming that the parts 9 have
been fitted into the sill or upper edge of the
casket body 6 with the parts 10 similarly
applied to the underside 12 of the cover 7
so that the tenons 25 will register with the
slots 14 in the parts 9; it will be perfectly
obvious that the levers 17 will be firstly
drawn outwards by the finger pieces 19.
When the cover 7 1s placed in position on
the casket 6 it will be clear that the grooves
15 serve to guide the tenons 25 into the slots
14, whereupon the levers 17 will be pushed
imwards. This inward mevement of the le-
vers 17 will eause the locking members: or
tongues 18 to enter the slots 26 in the fenons
25, and when said levers are pushed in to
their fullest extent——that is te say, until the
finger pieces 19 engage the side walls of

the casket 6, the tits 20 will enter and se-
curely engage in the cavities 21 when it will-

be readily understood that the eover 7 will
be securely locked to the casket hody, whilst
at. the same time a tight joint will result in
that the crowding of the tits 20 into the
cavities 21 will cause a drawing together of
said cover 7 and the upper edge or sill 11
of the casket. Still further when the fas-
tening device is applied to the panel 8 that
is connected at one end by gripping tongues
28 of the well known slip-in-and-under type
it will be apparent the same furnishes a
very simple and efficient means for locking
said panel in place; or, on the other hang,
providing for its easy removal. o
From the foregoing it will be clearly seen
that by my invention there is provided an
exceedingly simple and effective fastening
means for the purposes specified, the same
being of extremely simple construction
whereby it can he produced at small cost;
and whilst there has been shown and de-
seribed a preferred embodiment the same

is not to be construed as conclusive in that.

changes in the shape or pattern of the vari-
ous parts can be easily evolved without de-
parting from the essential features thereof,
the right is therefore hereby reserved to

make such detail changes as fairly lie within.

the scope of the appended claims. .
Having described my invention, what
claim ag new and degire to secure by Letters

Patent is:

1. The combination with a burial casket
and the cover therefor of a longitudinally
slotted strip for fixture in the upper edge of
said casket body, a lever pivotally disposed
beneath said slotted strip and provided with
a laterally projecting tongue and depending
finger piece; an elongated strip for connec-
tion info the underside of the. casket cover
provided with a slotted tenon intermediate

its ends, said slotted- tenon ‘being adapted
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for passage through the aforesaid slotted
strip and inter-engagement by the laterally
projecting tongue on the pivoted lever, and
means for locking the pivoted lever to the

“first mentioned strip when the parts are in

assembled relation.

- 2. The combination with a burial casket
and the cover therefor of a longitudinally
slotted strip for fixture in the upper edge
of said- casket body, a lever pivoted to the
underside of said slotted strip and provided

-with a laterally projecting tongue and de-

pending finger piece, an elongated strip for
connection into the underside of the caskef
cover provided with an integral slotted
tenon 1utermediate its ends, said slotied
tenon being adapted for passage through
the aforesaid slotted strip and inter-engage-
ment by the laterally projecting tongue on
the pivoted lever, and means for locking the
pivoted lever to the first mentioned strip
when the parts ave in assembled relation.

3. The combination with a burial casket
and the cover therefor of a longitudinally
slotted strip for fixture in the upper edge
of said casket body by a plurality of fixing
screws, a lever having an apertured eye-
piece at one end for pivotal connection be-
neath the slotted strip by one of its fixing
screws, said lever being fashioned with a
laterally projecting tongue and depending
finger piece, an elongated strip for conmnec-
tion into the underside of the casket cover
provided with an integral slotted tenon in-
termediate 1ts ends, said slotted tenon being
adapted for passage through the aforesaid
slotted strip and inter-engagement by the
Iaterally projecting tongue on the pivoted
lever, and means for locking the piveted
lIever to the first mentioned strip when the
parts are in assembled relation.

4, The combination with a burial casket
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and the cover therefor of a longitudinally .

slotted strip for fixture in the upper edge
of said casket body, a lever pivoted to the
underside of said slotted strip and provided
with a laterally projecting tongue and de-
pending finger piece, an elongated strip
for connection into the underside of the
casket cover provided with an integral slot-
ted tenon intermediate its ends, said slot-
ted strip adapted for inter-engagement by
the laterally projecting tongue on the piv-
oted lever, an upset tit on the aforesaid le-
ver, and a correspondingly shaped cavity
on the underside of the slotted strip where-
by the entire device is securely locked when
the parts are in assembled relation.

5. The combination with a burial- cagket
and the cover therefor of a longitudinally
slotted strip for fixture in the upper edge of
said casket body by -a plurality of fizing
screws, a-lever having an apertured eve-
piece at one end for pivotal connection be-

neath the slotted strip by one of its fixing
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screws, said lever being fashioned with a
laterally projecting tongue and depending
finger piece, an elongated strip for connec-
tion into the underside of the casket cover
provided with an integral slotted tenon in-
termediate its ends, said slotted tenon being
adapted for passage through the aforesaid
slotted strip and inter-engagement by the
laterally projecting tongue on the pivoted
lever, an upset tit on the aforesaid lever, and
a correspondingly shaped cavity on the un-
derside of the slotted strip whereby the en-
tire device is securely locked when the parts
are in assembled relation.

6. The combination with the body of a
burial casket and the cover therefor, of a
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longitudinally slotted strip for fixture in
the upper edge of said casket body and pro-
vided with a depending rib, an elongated
strip for connection into the underside of
said cover and provided with a slotted tenon
for insertion in the slot of said slotted strip,
and a lever pivotally disposed beneath said
slotted strip and provided with a laterally
projecting tongue for insertion in the slot
of said tenon and vrovided with a cham-
fered edge cooperative with said rib for
forcing said tongue downwardly, and pro-
vided with a depending finger-piece.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

JOHN R. NESTER,
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