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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, GEORGE C. FORRY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have
invented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment in Supporting-Frames for Vehicle-Cov-
ers, of whieh the following isafull, clear, and
exact description, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification.

The objeet of my invention is to produce a
simple inexpensive frame which can be read-
ily taken apart and folded while in storage
or being transported for the support of a cover
for vehicles, machinery, &c., and upon which
frame the covers can be moved back and forth
orup and down without causing the frame to
sag or twist or do anything to interfere with
the operation of the cover supported by it.

Myinvention consistsin features of novelty
hereinafter fully described and claimed.

Figure I is a view in perspective of one of
my improved frames, the same supporting a
cover. TFig. I is a plan view of one of the
folding frames. Tig. IIT is a side elevation
thereof. TFig. IV is a plan view of the front

portion of one of the folding frames and illus--

trating the cord and ring connections made
use of to draw the front curtains of the cover.

In the construction of my improved frame
a pair of metallic resilient rods of suitable
stiffness are bent into rectangular form to
form the mating sections 1 and 1%, the meet-
ing ends of said sections 1 and 1* being pro-
vided with coinciding laterally-extending in-
ner loops 2 and 2°, through which interme-

diate loops pass bolts 3, and nuts 4, located

upon the lower ends of said bolts, hold and
lock the mating sections together. Formed
in the center of the end portion of the section
1 is a loop 5, and .similar loops 6 are formed
at the corners of said section 1 or the points
where the end of said section joins with the
sides. Formed at the center of the end por-
tion of the section 1* is a loop 7, and the ends
of this end portion are curved, as indicated
by 8, to join with side portions of said sec-
tion, and formed at the points where said
curved portions join with said sides are the
loops 9.

Arranged in the center of the frame com-

prising the mating sections 1 and 1* is a ring

10, secured to which are the inner ends of

tension cords or chains 11, the outer ends of -
which aresecured to the pairs of intermediate 55
loops 2 and 2*. Secured to the loops 5.and 6
are the outer ends of tension cords or chains
12, the inner ends of which adjacent the ring
10 are secured to each other and to the ring
10. In a like manner tension cords or chains 6o
18 are connected to the ring 10 and to the
loops 7 and 9. These tension.cords or chains
11, 12, and 13 form flexiblestays which coact
to retain the mating sections of the frame in
horizontal -alinement and to prevent any 63
buckling or twisting of said frame while in
use. The natural resilience or spring of the
entire frame resulting from the bending of
the wire rodsinto the proper form keeps these
stays taut, and they being independently se- 7o
cured to the ring 10 the excessive strain upon
any one stay is equalized by the remaining
stays. The frame so constructed issuspend-
ed in any suitable manner over the place
usually occupied by the vehicle or the ma- 75
chine which it is desired to cover and the
cover 14 is positioned over said frame. The
front of this cover or that portion occupy-
ing the position directly beneath the end of
the section 1* is made into a pair of draw- 8o
curtains 15, the upper ends of which are pro-
vided with a plurality of rings 16, which slide
upon the end portion of the section 1*. The
cord 17 for simultaneously operating these
draw-curtains 15 passes through one of the 85
loops 9, from thence to the outer one of the
rings 16 on the side of the frame adjacent the
loop 9, through which said cord first passes,
and from thence to and through the opposite
loop 9. From thence said cord extends and go
is fastened to the outer one of the rings that

-operate adjacent this last-mentioned loop 9

and from thence through the loop 7 and
finally through the first-mentioned loop 9.
The ends of the cords 17 are provided with 95
suitable handles 18, which hang in conven-
ient reach on the outside of the cover at one
of the forward corners thereof. - By this ar-
rangement of the cord and rings it will be

readily seen that the curtains are simulfane- 100

ously withdrawn or closed, and when with-
drawn to their limit of movement the rings

. '
. ;i



10

15

20

25

w

16 will travel around the curved ends 8 of the
end portion of the section 1*, and thus carry
the suspended curtains into alinement with
the sides of the cover, and said curtain will
not interfere with the vehicle or machine
while the same is being positioned under or
removed from beneath the cover. .

‘When it is desired to fold the frame in or-
der that it may be stored or transported, itis
only necessary to remove the nuts 4 from the
bolts 8 and after removing said bolts 3 from
the eoinciding loops 2 and 2° to fold the sec-
tions of the frame together, and when in this

. position said frame can be very easily handled

and occupies a very small space.

A frame of my improved construction is
light, strong, and durable, is applicable for
sustaining the covers for vehicles, machinery,
and the like, and said frames are provided
with equalizing-stays which. retain the sec-
tion of the frame in perfect horizontal aline-
ment and prevent any twisting or buckling
while said frames are in use. L

‘While I have shown and described the sup-
porting-frame composed of mating sections, it
is evident that it might be constructed of a
single piece so formed as to be capable of re-
ceiving the equalizing-stays.

653,993

I claim as my invention—

1. A frame of the character deseribed com- 30
posed of spring-wire bent into rectangular
shape and rigid throughout, cords connected
to a ring centrally located within said frame,
said ring, said cords extending outwardly in
diverging directions from said ring and con-
nected at thelr outer ends to said frame,
whereby the elasticity of the spring-wire of
the frame causes a tension to be exerted upon
said cords to hold the frame in alinement
throughout its extent.

2. Aresilient supporting-frame comprising
a pair of metallic rods bent into rectangular
form with eyes or loops at the corners and in-
termediate of the corners, and providing mat-
ing sections, the inner eyes or loops of the
sections being overlapped, bolts extending
through the inner eyes or loops and nuts
whereby the sections are detachably secured
together, and tension-cords joined to the eyes
or loops and connected together at a central
location within the frame; substantially as
described.
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GEORGE C. FORRY.

In presence of— .
E. 8. KN1GHT,
M. P. SMmrTH.,



