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To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN A. THOMPSON, of 

Readington, in the county of Hunterdon and 
in the State of New Jersey, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Car 
Coupling; and do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawing and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon making a part of this specifi 
cation. 
The nature of my invention consists in the 

construction and arrangement of a car-coup 
ling, as will be hereinafter more fully set forth. 

in order to enable others skilled in the art 
to which my invention appertains to make and 
use the same, I will now proceed to describe 
its construction and operation, referring to the. 
annexed drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, and Fig. 2 a. 
longitudinal vertical section, of my car-coup 
ling. 
A represents the draw-head or binmper of 

my car-coupling. Crosswise within this draw 
head is placed a cylindrical block, B, which is 
revented from falling out of the draw-head 

by means of a stop, C, arranged in the roof of 
the draw-head, at the front end, and extend 
ing the entire width of the same. In the bot 
tom of the draw-head, at the inner end, is an 
incline, D, as shown in Fig. 2. G is the coup 
ling-pin, and J the coupling-link, both con 
structed in the ordinary manner for a pin and 
link coupling. 
When the cars are uncoupled the cylindrical 

block rolls toward the front against the stop 

C, and the coupling-pin G rests on said block. 
As the link J enters the draw-head it pushes 
the block B inward, allowing the pin G to drop 
down and couple the cars of its own weight. 
By forcing the inner end of the link J up on 
the incline D the cylindrical block B will hold 
the link steady in position so as to enter the 
opposite draw-head in coupling. 
I am aware of the existence of a car-coup 

ling having a ball within the draw-head to 
support the coupling-pin. This is objection 
able for many reasons, one of the main of which 
is that the ball will roll in every direction, and 
is liable to jam in such a way as to stop the 
entrance of the coupling-link. My cylindrical 
block, on the contrary, can only roll backward 
and forward-or, in other words, in the direc 
tion of the link-and hence is not liable to 
bind and stop the same. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters EPatent, is 
The within-described car-coupling, consist. 

ing of the draw-head. A with projection C, stop 
ID at the rear end of the horizontal bottom, 
and the cylinder B, the pin G, and link J, all 
constructed substantially as shown and de 
scribed. - 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 18th day of 
October, 1872. 

JOHN A. THOMPSON. 
Witnesses: 

EDM. F. BROWN, 
C. L. EWERT. 

  


