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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Roeers M. Comes, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Tili-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Attachments for Tele-
phone Toll-Boxes; and 1 do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to a novel construc-
tion in an attachment for telephone toll-
boxes constituting a reservoir or receptacle
from which coins of a given denomination or
metallic disks used as substitutes therefor are
fed consecutively into the toll-box as re-
quired, the object being to provide a simple
and efficient device of this character; and it
consists in the features of construction and
combinations of parts hereinafter fully de-
scribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrat-
ing 'my invention, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of an attachment constructed in accord-
ance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a central
vertical section of the same on the line 2 2 of
Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a plan section of same on
the line 3 3 of Fig. 1.

My said device as illustrated is particu-
larly adapted to be mounted upon and used
in connection with the telephone toll-boxes

- employed by the Chicago Telephone Com-
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-ator at the central station.

pany, but may be easily modified to adapt it
to boxes of any other pattern. .

My said device is also particularly adapted
to the requirements of patrons of said Chi-
cago Telephone Company, which requires a
certain monthly guarantee ranging from five
cents to thirty cents a day, the cost of each
call being five cents, which amount is depos-
ited before connection is made by the oper-
This require-
ment for a coin of given denomination is the
source of a great deal of trouble, as the pa-

tron must keep a supply of the same or of

metallic disks corresponding in size with
such coin always at hand. Furthermore, by
reason of sald guarantee the patron having
no convenient means for keeping count of the
number of coins deposited is never certain
whether the guaranteed number of calls for
the month have been reached or exceeded,
and the result is constant friction and annoy-
ance in the relations of the company and its
patrons.

My present invention is designed to over-
come these difficultics; and it consists of a
bracket A, suitably secured to the toll-box B
of the telephone at the upper end thereof
and on which is supported a horizontal plate
C and a plate D, partially parallel with said
plate C, the space between said plates being
substantially equal to the thickness of a coin
of the denomination required to be depos-
ited in said toll-box. Revolubly mounted
between said plates is a spider E, having a
plurality of arms F, which are adapted to act
as ejectors for coins fed upon said plate Cin
their path, said coins being so fed from a ver-
tically-disposed tube G, open at its lower end
and supported in said plate D. The said
tube G is provided at its upper end with a
slot I, through which the coins or disks are
introduced into the same, there being a se-
ries of perforations I in said tube through
which the coins are visible. Said space be-
tween said plates C and D communicates at
one side with a chute J, having a vertical
wall at one side, which is substantially a
flange of the plate C, and an oppositely-dis-
posed wall X, which is parallel at its lower
end with said vertical wall and then diverges
therefrom in an ogee curve and joins the
plate D at its upper end, the latter being
raised from said point of juncture to the tube
to form an enlarged passage L for the coin or
disk to enable the same when ejected to turn
In passing over the rounded corner forming
the juncture between said plate C and the
vertical wall of said chuteJ. The latter com-
municates, through a contracted passage M,
with the coin-slot of the toll-box B,said pas-
sage being adjusted to register with said coin-
slot by means of a set-screw N, mounted in
an arm O onsaid bracket A and revolubly con-
nected with thelower end portion of said chute
Jin awell-known manner, said set-screw being
locked'in position by means of the lock-nut P.
In the instance illustrated the said spider E is
provided with four arms F and is disposed
relatively to said plates C and D, that when
one arm F is in position to engage a coin or
disk ready to eject same the said arm and
two others are covered by the plate D, and
the fourth arm only projects and serves as a
means for revolving said spider. Said arms
are further relatively so disposed that when
one of same s in the position above described
to engage the lowermost coin or disk the arm
which ejected the last preceding coin or disk
will have just passed out of the path of the
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next succeeding coin or disk. To prevent
sald coins or disks from being ejected by re-
versing the movement of said spider, I pro-
vide a stop Q, so disposed as to permit the
free rotation of said arms and the inner face
of which is flush with the inner face of said
tube and substantially directly opposite the
rear end of the arm which has last ejected a
coin. Reverse movement of the spider will
obviously press the coin directly against said
stop Q and hold same against ejection. The
sald tube G is preferably made of a length suf-
ficient to receive the total number of coins
guaranteed or a given part thereof, and thus
enables the subscriber to ascertain with a cer-
tain degree of accuracy the total number of
calls had. _
Coins returned from the toll-box by reason
of failure to give the desired connection are
returned into the tube through the slot .
My device is very simple and eflicient and

- may be slightly modified to suit toll-boxes of
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various patterns.

I claim as my invention— :

1. The combination with a telephone toll-
box, of a chute communicating at one end
with the coin-slot thereof, a vertically-dis-
posed tube for coins, and a revoluble ejector
adapted to engage the lowermost coin and
feed same into said chute.

2. The combination with a telephone toll-

~ box, of a chute communicating at one end
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with the coin-slot thereof, said chute being
enlarged at its upper end, a horizontally-dis-
posed passage communicating at one end
with the upper end of said chute, a vertically-
disposed tube for coins communicating with
sald passage between the ends of the latter,
and a revoluble ejector disposed in said pas-
sage.

3. The combination with a telephone toll-
box, of a vertically-disposed chute register-
ing at its delivery end with the coin-slot
thereof, a horizontally-disposed passage com-
municating at one end with the upper end of
said chute, a coin - ejector disposed in said
passage, and a vertically-disposed tube for
coins communicating with said passage be-
tween the ends thereof and adapted to feed
coins consecutively into the path of said
ejector. .

4. The combination with a telephone toll-
box, of a vertically-disposed chute register-
ing at its delivery end with the coin-slot

thereof, a horizontally-disposed passage com- |-

municating at one end with the upper end of
said chute, a coin-ejector disposed in said
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passage, a vertically-disposed tube for coins
communicating with said passage between
the ends thereof and adapted to feed coins
consecutively into the path of said ejector,
and astop disposed in said passage in the path
of the lowermost coin and adapted to prevent
ejection thereof in an opposite direction.

5. The combination with a telephone toll-
box, of a vertically-disposed chute register-
ing at its delivery end with the coin-slot
thereof, a horizontally-disposed passage com-
municating at one end with the upper end of
said chute, a coin-ejector disposed in said
passage, and consisting of a revoluble spider
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having a plurality of arms each adapted to -

engage and eject a coin consecutively, said
arms being relatively so spaced as to permit
the passage of a coin between each two adja-
cent arms, and a vertically - disposed tube
for coins communicating with said passage
between the ends thereof and adapted to
feed coins consecutively into the path of said
ejector.

6. The combination with a felephone toll- -

box, of a vertically-disposed tube for coins
communicating at one end with a horizon-
tally - disposed passage, a revoluble ejector
disposed in said passage, a vertically-disposed
chute communicating at its upper end with
sald passage and registering at its delivery
end with the coin-slot of the toll-box, and a
stop disposed in said passage in the path of
the lowermost coin adapted to prevent re-
verse movement of said ejector and said low-
ermost coin.

7. A device of the kind specified, compris-
ing a vertically-disposed tube for coins com-
municating at one end with a horizontally-
disposed passage, a revoluble ejector dis-
posed in said passage, a vertically-disposed
chute communicating at its upper end with
said passage and registering at its delivery
end with the coin-slot of the toll-box, and a
stop disposed in said passage in the path of
the lowermost coin adapted to prevent re-
verse movement of said ejector and said low-
ermost coin, and means engaging said chute
adjacent its delivery end For adjusting the

75

8s

90

95

I00

10§

position of the same relatively to the coin-slot

of the toll-box.
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name in presence of two subscribing wit

nesses.
ROGERS M. COMBS.
Witnesses:
Ruporer Wu. Lotz,
IF. ScrLoTreLD.



