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SPECIFICATION. 
I, CHARLEs L.FRYE, of Marlborough, in 

the county of Middlesex and State of Massa 
chusetts, have invented certain Improvements 
in Bed-Plates for Pricking-Machines, of which 
the following is a specification: 

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawing rep 
resents a top view of my invention. Fig.2 is 
a longitudinal vertical section of the same 
taken in the line A. B. 
The present invention relates to a certain 

new and useful improvement in pricking-ma 
chines, whereby the objection arising from the 
injury to which the knives of the trimmers are 
subjected by coming in contact with the nails, 
which by the ordinary method are often very 
liable to take an outward direction when driv 
en in the heel, is obviated. My improvement 
Consists in So forming a bed-plate connected 
With a pricking-machine as to present an in 
ward-sloping edge or rim, and a less rigid sur 
face than heretofore, to the action of the awl, 
So that when the awls are driven into the heel 
they shall take an inward instead of an out 
ward direction, and thus prevent any injury 
liable to occur to the knives of the trimmers 
by coming in contact with the nails. 
In the drawing, at a represent a portion of 

a frame connecting with a pricking-machine, 
and provided with a bed-plate, b, formed with 
channels ce', in which slide the outer beveled 
sides e e' of a heel-plate, d, which is formed 
on its interior with beveled rims.ff', sloping 

of the trimmer-knives, 

down from the top of the plated to the bot 
tom and forming an aperture,f 
The operation of my invention is as follows: 

The leather of the heel to be operated upon 
is placed on the heel-plated over the aper 
ture f, which allows the leather to be more 
pliable than if it rested on a firm base, thus 
inducing the awl to enter on the inner side of 
the plated, where, being directed by the inner 
beveled rims.ff of the aperture f, it pro 
duces an inner slanting puncture, through 
which the nails are driven, thereby precluding 
any liability of the nails taking an outward 
direction and interfering with the operation 

The plated is made 
adjustable in and out of the channels c 0, so 
that plates arranged for heels of different sizes 
may be inserted in its place. 
Having thus fully described my improve 

ment, what I claim as my invention, and de 
sire to have secured to me by Letters Patent, 
1S 
A bed-plate for pricking-machines, having 

an adjustable heel-plate, d, sliding in and out 
of channels ce', and formed with outer beveled 
sides e e', inner-sloping rims.ff', and aper 
ture f, substantially as specified. 
In testimony whereofI have signed my name 

to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

Witnesses: CEHAS. L. FRYE. 
CARROLL.D. WRIGHT, . 
SAML. M. BARTON. 


