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(57) Abstract

A method of defining a coordinate system for defining a sectional shape on a free curve plane. To define an operation sec-
tion of a free curve plane, a reference curve is first defined, and then a two-dimensional plane including a passage point on this
reference curve is defined. A sectional shape (operation curve) on the operation section of the free curve plane is defined on the
two-dimensional plane H-V, and the H-V plane is converted to an absolute coordinate system. To accomplish this object, (I) the
operation section is defined by an arbitrary axis and a passage point on the reference curve; (IT) the operation section is defined .
by an arbitrary plane, an arbitrary point and the passage point on the reference curve; (111) the operation section is defined by the
passage point on the reference curve and a normal vector at the passage point; and (IV) the operation section is defined by the
passage point on the reference curve and other arbitrary two points. In this way, the operation section can be defined easily.
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