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(87) Abstract: The present invention provides: an electrostatic chuck
which stably supports a substrate, while suppressing a rapid increase in the
volume of a gas; a vacuum processing apparatus; and a substrate process-
ing method. An electrostatic chuck according to the present invention is
provided with a chuck plate which has a first surface that supports a sub-
strate and a second surface that is on the reverse side of the first surface.
The chuck plate is provided with an exhaust passage which releases a gas
from a space between the substrate and the first surface, said gas being
discharged from the substrate in the space between the substrate and the
first surface when the substrate is supported by the first surface.
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