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1 Claim,
1

This invention relates to play mats or pads and
more particularly to a play mat or pad for chil-

H(CL150—11) -

dren adapted to be spread out flat on a.floor or

other like surface and having means. by which
it may be drawn up into the form of a storage bag
for children’s playthings.

Heretofore, play mats or pads have been’ de- .

vised and used which were adapted to be spread
out on the floor of a room or on the floor of a play
pen in order to provide a sanitary area for a
child’s play and a protective covering for the floor
carpeting or rugs.

These mats or pads for the

10

most part comprised fabric material which was . -

washable and enabled the pads to be folded up
when not in use. - Before the pads or mats were

15 -

in condition for folding, however, it was neces- .

sary to remove all the toys and other playthings

with which the child had been playing and to .

then place the toys or pla’ythings in their proper
containers. Similarly, when it was desired to
restore the play area for the child, it was first

necessary to unfold the mat and then locate the’

20

containers of the respective playthings, remove )

them from the containers and place them on the
mat with the child. Such a procedure was not

25

only time consuming, but it also entailed consid- "

erable stooping and other physical effort. ~ Also,

many of the playthings lacked the proper stor- "

age containers and consequently they were
placed in any temporarily convenient place or
places giving a room an untidy appearance and
tending to scatter the playthings.

It is, therefore, an object of the present inven-"

tion to provide an 1mproved play mat or pad for

- children.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a play mat for children adapted to be spread out
flat on.a floor or other like surface and having
means by which the mat may be drawn up into
the form of a storage bag in which playthings
may be transported or stored when not in use.
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Still' another object of the invention is to pro- -

vide a child’s play mat having a bottom surface
adapted to engage a floor or other flat surface,
an upper surface upon which a child may play
and upon which playthings may be supported out
of contact with the floor and means for drawing
the outer portions .of the mat inwardly to form a
storage bag in which playthmgs may be trans-
ported or stored when not in use, the drawing

means comprising a draw cord and cord engaging’

means positioned in spaced relation on the bot-

tom surface of said mat and being inaccessible to

the child playing on the top surface thereof.
Other and further objects and advantages of
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the present invention will become apparent as
this description progresses, reference being ha,d
to the accompanying drawing, in which: "=~
Fig."1 is a top plan view of the play mat com- =
prising a preferred embodiment  of the present '
invention;:
Fig. 2is a bott;om plan view of the same;
Fig. 3 is:a.perspective view of one of the tabs .
and rings comprising the cord .engaging means -
secured on the bottom ‘surface of the mat; and
Fig. 4 is a perspective view 111ustratmg the mat
as it appears when drawn up ini the form of a
storage bag with a child’s playthmgs therein, .
The play mat. or pad 10 shown in the drawing
may. be comprised of a sheet of fabric or other
flexible material that is ‘washable and suitable
for the 1ntended purposes of the invention. ~ The -
mat may be composed of one single thickness of
heavy cotton twill or may be quilted in the form
of a pad having a thin layer of padding material
between two sheets of fabric. The mat 10 is
illustrated in the drawing as being of square de- -

sign but it is to be understood that it may also be
"It is'adapt- -

circular or in other desired outlines.
ed to be spread out flat indoors on a floor of a
room or on the floor of a play pen, or even used .
outdoors on the grass or on the sand at the beach. -
The bottom surface {| of the mat, shown in
Fig. 2 of the drawing, is adapted to be placed in
engagement with the surface upon which it is 1aid
out, and the top surface 12, shown in Fig. 1, is"
adapted to provide the play area for a child and "~
to support a child’s playthings.. The top surface
12 may be printed, painted or otherwise decorated -
with various symbols, letters, animals and other "
objects or. insignia attra,ctlve to children, but for ~
the purposes of the present description the top
surface {2 has been shown as decorated with con- .
centric circular lines 19 and 20 within which are. *
illustrated a plurality of blocks 21 bearing cer-
tain letters of the alphabet. It is to.be under-
stood that the upper surface 12 of the mat 10
has ‘nothing" projecting upwardly therefrom so
that it is free and unobstructed, and presents no
engaging elements or projections which would:
become entangled withi a child’s garments or toys

or which would trip the child oran. adult in walk- o

ing thereover. .
As shown more partlcula*'ly in F1g 2 of the_'
drawing, the bottom surface (1 of the mat 18 is -~

provided with a plurality. of flexible fabric tabs (3 -

which may be secured to the mat by stitching
(not shown) at their outer ends 14 only so that
their inner ends are free for limited movement
relative to the under surface I{. The tabs 12
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which are in the form of loops and extend in-
wardly from their stitched ends 14 in a radial
direction, are disposed in spaced relationship in a
circular arrangement, their stitched ends 14 be-

4

tablishing the approximate position of the draw
cord and cord engaging means concealed below
on the lower surface {i. Thus, as shown in Fig.

, the circular decorative lines 19 and 20 also

ing secured to the mat a short distance from the § serve the additional purposes of indicating the

marginal edges thereof. Each of the looped
tabs 13 loosely engage and support a flat ring 16
which may be composed of metal, plastic.or other
material of strength-sufficient to w1thstand the

stresses and strains of the cord when the mat is 10

opened or closed.

A draw cord IT passes through each of the rings

16 and its free ends are tied or spliced together!:

as at I8 so as to form an endless cord, -The cord

1T is of such length that the m&t {0 ma
opened to its fullest extent and spread down ﬁat
without causing any wrinkling ot drawing of: the'"

material and without causing the rings 6, to be .

drawn out of their flat position so as to ‘¢aus

. . its top openlng 22.
be - 15 ‘mat (0 tnen are pulled outwardly to their fullest

approximate location of the rings 1§, the draw
cord i1, and the tabs 13 and define the central
area into which the scattered playthings must
be placed prior to dravvlng up the mat;

When it is desired to restore the play area for
the child, the bag of toys may be removed from
1ts storage position, placed in the desired loca-
“tioh “and qu1ck1y opened by pulling it apart at
The outer portions of the

extent until the mat is in smooth, flat condition,
the eord 17 freely slipping through the rings 16 as
the space. therebetween is increased and the play-
things ih the central area being made available

bulges _and 1rregu1ar1t1es in the mat. At the 20 to the child in the same operation.

sanie, tlme, the ‘eord 11" is not o duch™ undue =
length as ‘to extend beyond ‘the"md. edges
of the mat o, when the' mat is in open “position,
Wher would be access1ble to the chlld and hke‘[y

clothing or to trip anyone. walkmg near the mat :

By. the foregoing arangement of ‘the- parts th .

tabs 13, the rings 16 and the’ draw dord" 11 dre”

all coricealed in flat condition”on thé under sur-""

face 11 of the mat’ 10 at” pomts removed from
the. margmal edges thereof They are thu’s‘ not
only ‘eliinated as hazards and’ nuisa es’ as”

above - described, but the 11kehhood of their i e—;‘

structlon or damage by the child is materlally re-
duced Also the, tabs I3 r1n°s ;

ion when
the mat is. open 45 shown in ‘Fig, 2, 80 as not to

1nterfere w1th the comfort of ‘the chﬂd sn:tlng on’*

thé upper surface 12 of the map 10."

the mat 10 to Whlch the tabs i3 e
mwardly 1n a radlal dlrectmn and 1s¢

the sides of the mat. 10z are drawn u
the toys and playthlngs Within™

puttlng away “the mat 10 and the toys may

readlly and easily accomplished with the expendl—,_ ’
ture of very little effort and in a very ‘few sec~*
As a further aid to puttmg away the_toys :

and the mat 10, the upper surface i2°of the'mat’ 70~

onds

may ‘be’ prowded ‘with ‘some indicating means-es<"

Althouvh ‘there has -been
drawi

llustrated’ in “the
‘and-“deséribed “gbove ‘4 preferred em<*

bodiment of the mventlon it is to be understodd
; that modlﬁcatlons and changes may-be mdde il
to become entangled” with ' toys ‘or the child’s 95 details of structure and operation without' de- -
parting from the sp1r1t and séope of the append--

ed claim. "
I claim:"

A play mat adapted to be* spread out flat on

30 a ﬂoor or ¢ther horlzontal surface’ comprlsmg g ¢

sheet of flexible materlal havmg ‘a bottom surtace
adapted to engage a floor or bther horizontal-sui-

face ‘and an upper surface upon  which a child ~
may - play and upon which playthings may be" "

6 ‘and “cord” T’ 35 ‘supported out of contact with the floor, and- means-;1

for drawmg the outer portlons of said ‘sheet<in- *
wardly over pla,ythmgs on'the central portlon of ™
the” upper surface ‘comprising an endless draw’
. cord 2 plurahty of flexible tabs secured in spaced -
After a ch11d Has completed His' play and 111 is 40 Telation” on the bottom surface of said sheet a -
b .. short~distance from’ the marginal edges’ thereof -
and ‘extending inwardly therefrom whereby to be ™
inaccessibe ‘from the upper surface of sald sheet”
when the- latter is.in flat ‘open’ pos1t10n ‘and 4

ring’ secured to the inner end of each of said

tabs and through wmch said ‘cord extends Tor™
movement' therethrough said draw’ cord bemg of "
sufficient’ length to, extend from ong’ ring to the
.othel” when said shéet is in flat open’ posmon -
w1thout Wrmkhng said sheet and to hold sald
rings and tabs in then 1nward p051tlons to pre-
vent their projection ‘beyond the marginal edgesf"

of said sheet. :
GUY J. BROWN. "
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