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To all to whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD C. FORD, o 

the city of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia, have invented an Improvement in 
Spring-Perches for Bird-Cages; and that the 
following is a full and exact description of the 
Sale: 

Heretofore spring-perches have been pro 
vided with coiled-wire spring at one end, said 
spring being secured to a metallic plate, and 
supported by the attachment of said plate to 
the wires of the cage. This structure is com 
paratively costly. It cannot be readily at 
tached and detached. Its motion, except in 
a vertical direction, is limited, and the spring 
has a peculiar stiffness, which imparts to its 
motion, a character different from the free 
motion of a twig or bough. 
The object of my invention is to obviate all 

of these objections to theordinary spring-perch; 
and it consists, first, in a connecting-bar upon 
which the spring is seated, said bar being pro 
vided with a flat flexible tang of metal, which 
may be wrapped around two adjacent bars of 
the cage, and thus securely attached and easily 
detached; second, in said cylindrical bar with 
its tang formed from a single blank of sheet 
metal; third, in a blank for said connecting. 
bar, formed so as to constitute a cylinder with 
an oblique end, and the said tang projecting 
from one side thereof, so that when said ob. 
lique end is rested against one of the bars of 
the cage it will project therefrom with an up 
ward inclination, and the tang will project 
with a correspondingly downward inclination, 
and will therefore wrap around the adjoining 
bars in a downward direction, and afford a 
very rigid connection; fourth, in attaching the 
perch to the connecting-bar by means of an 
elastic tube, capable of yielding in any direc 
tion, and thereby affording a close imitation 
of the natural motion of a bough or twig. 
That others may more fully understand my 

improvement, I will particularly describe it, 
having reference to the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein- - 

Figure 1 is an elevation of a bird-cage hav 
ing my perch attached. Fig. 2 is a longitud 
inal section of the perch and its connection. 
Fig. 3 represents the form of blank from which 

I prefer to fashion the connecting-bar. Fig. 4 
is a longitudinal section, showing the flexed 
position of the perch. 
A is an ordinary bird-cage, and B is the 

perch attached at one end only by an elastic 
connection to two bars, at a, of the cage. c is 
the connecting-bar, and d is the tang at 
tached thereto and wrapped around the bars 
at a, to attach said bars to the cage. I think 
it preferable that the perch B should stand 
inclining upward when not supporting the 
Weight of the bird, as that position will con 
form more nearly to the conditions of nature 
than any other position, and to effect this 
purpose I make the bar with an oblique 
shoulder, as shown in Figs.1 and 2, at e, said 
shoulder resting against the bar a. The tang 
d projects from one side of said bar, and as it 
is Wrapped around two bars, at a, it securely 
holds the bar c in place. The oblique shoulder 
e causes the tang d to incline downward and 
pass around the second bara at a point below 
its attachment to the first of said bars, and 
therefore the attachment is strengthened by 
the leverage due to this difference in level of 
points of attachment to the separate bars a. a. 
It is evident the bar C might be solid, of cy 
lindrical or other shape, and that the tang d 
might be attached in any convenient way, but 
I prefer, as a matter of economy to form said 
bar from a blank, G, which includes the tang 
d. The inclined portion g, when the plate is 
rolled to cylindrical form, constitutes an ob 
lique end or shoulder, as at e, as before de 
scribed. By this means the bar C is quickly 
and cheaply made, and the tang d is included 
and in the best possible form. The perch B 
is attached to the bar C by means of an elastic 
tuhe, F, which fits tightly over the abutting 
ends of both bar and perch, as shown, so that 
when the perch yields it moves upon one edge 
in contact with the corresponding edge of the 
bar C as a fulcrum, and the tube F is elon 
gated on the opposite side. The tube F may 
be a close coil of spring-wire, but I prefer a 
tube of elastic india-rubber, as being more 
gentle and elastic in its movements and reac 
tions. . . 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new is 
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: 1. In combination with the perch B and a 4. In combination with the bar C, to be at 
spring, F, the bar C provided with a tang, d, tached to the cage, and the perch B, the tub. 
projecting from one side for ready attachment ular spring F, as set forth. 
to the bars at a, as set forth. 

2. The bar C constructed with an oblique EDWARD C. FORD. 
shoulder, e, and the tang d, as described, and 
for the purpose set forth. Witnesses : 

3. The bar C constructed with the tang d CHAs. C. GILL, 
from a single blank, G, of sheet metal, as set R. J. JACKSON, 
forth. 

  


