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"This invention relates to cigarétte '¢ases and'i more. -par-
‘ticularly, to a cigarette case for cigarette packagés which
‘has a hingedly connected “cover ‘meribér and teléasable
latch ‘means for ‘securing ‘the cover meniber - 1n a closed
posmon therewith.

Various types. of cigaretté cases Have bsen. provxded for o

enclosing both loose cigarettes and packages of cigarsttes
for protectlve and ‘decorative purposes, such cases to be,
‘carried in a suit pocket, a handbag, and the like. How-
‘ever, the closure medns ordinarily associated with such
‘cigarette cases aré. somewhat complicated and. frequently
‘require repair. - Also, many of thése closure means are
‘Teleased in response to a Squeezing action upon the: ﬁnger
‘pressure plate"toward a side wall of the case. Thus, such ~
‘cases ‘are ‘often” accxdentally opened when carried in- thv
‘purse’ or pocket, theréby mtroducmo an addmonal incon-
‘venierice to the user.

Atcordinigly, an objéct of the présént: mventxon is to
'provxde a movel cigarette case and closure device that'is =
‘simple in construction, efficient in. operation, and’ which
‘will overcome the aforementloned difficulties.

Another object of the present ‘Invention is to provide
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‘Figure 4.ds an enlargcd transverse -cross- sectlonal‘vxew
staken along line- 4—4 of. Figure 2, showing-the, parts fin
-a:normally closed posmon and

Flgure 5:s a view -similar to Figure 4, showmg tlie
.parts in the released or opén position.

“Referring :now ‘to-the-drawing, and mote particularly
to-Figure -1 thereof, a cigarette case 10 made inaccord-
-ance with the present invesition is shown to include-spaced
-front ‘and back walls ‘12, 13, réspéctively, -and spaced
parallel side. ‘walls 14, 15.. This -case:is ‘closed at ‘the
:bottom ‘end. and deﬁnes an open’ upper-end havmg'a “clo-
‘sure-assembly’ associated therewith.

“This closure assemly includes an annular base fran‘re 20

~ -that-is of substantially -U-shaped .cross: section havxng an
5 :intier side-leg 23,-an outer side leg 24;and a connécting
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-base-web 26. A longitudinally exténding hinge 28aiso-
-ciated with -one’edge of the base frame-is pivotally-con-
znectéd -to one side -of a depending peripheral. flange 29
-of 'a cover'member-30. Thus, the cover member is:selec-

0 tively rotatable between an open and :a closed “position

:relative to-the base frame and compartment deﬁmng walls
of the cigarette case. -A torsion spring (not shown) &s-
sociated with the:longitudinal -hinge 28 ‘normally.biasés
“the-cover member 30 toward the open posxtlon shOWn in
:Figure 1.

Integral Jatch.-means assoc1ated ‘with “the base fran'(e
:and cover member. 39 s’ ‘provided selectively ‘to: mamtam
the cover member 3@ in“a closed position telative tos ths
base frame 20 against-the action of the torsion-hinge
~spring $o-3ds - completely to ‘enclose ‘any ‘cigarettés -con-
“tained “within the ‘case, in ‘a ‘conventional iidrniner. - This

* ‘latch ‘means-includes a latch plate 35 which partially “ex-
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a cigarette case havinga hmoedly connected cover, includ-

ing manually releasable novel closure means.for:securing
‘the cover.in a closed .position with the 51de walls .of ‘the
‘case.

A further- object of the present invention :is- to prov1de
a cigarette case of ‘the above type in which the closure .
‘assembly includes relatively few parts, -and -is -actuated
toward a release. position by exerting a tilting force: -upen
the "associated .pressure plate in a dlrectxon substantially

40

45

‘perpendiciilar to the plane of the - cover - member w1th1n ,

the closed position.

A still further object of the present mvennon is to ki

prov1de a novel closure assembly. for cigarette cases hav-
ing a hingedly connected cover member that includes-two
‘basic components, one.of which is -2 unitary finger pres-

sure plate, pivot.means, and latch hook, the other-member i~
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being a spring element . that, mamtams .the :latch: plate in-

proper assembled l‘elatlonshlp -within the case-and bidses
- it-toward -a normally closing positien toward. engagement
thh the cover member thereof.
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“A more ‘specific object of the . pfesent mventwn is to
prov1de a latch plate for use:in.cigarette: cases-that.in-.

clides a substantially fat ﬁnocr ‘pressure plate,.a latch
hook extendifig outwardly from cne side of the: plate,- and
- ‘pivotal fulcrum means extending outwardly frorn an op—
“p031te 'side of the préssure. plate
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“All of the foregoing and stiil Fufther objects and ad-

. vantaves ‘of this inventicn wil]l become. apparent. from. a
. study of the followmg specification, ‘taken -in comnection
with the accompanymg drawing, wherem

Fluure 1is a fragmentary perspectlve view of a c1ga-
~ Tette case made in accordance with the present.invention.
" Figure 2'is"an enlarged transverse cross sectlonal view
taken’ along line:2—2'0of Figure'l.

“Figire 3'is an exploded fragmentary perspectlve view

of certam of the operatmg parts shown m Flgure 1
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“tends through “an - enlongatéd apéiture 32 “definéd - by “the
outer:side 24 of the annuldar base frame 20. This latch
‘plate includes-an angularly related-latch hook element 36
that is-slidably-accommodatéed within a transverse slot 37
.ini the'base weéb 26 of the annular base frame 20, ‘A’ palr
rof longitudirally-spaced- lugs 39 are normally-disposed‘in
Hacing enigagement with' the inner side ‘wall 23 of the base
‘frame 20 and are-operative to act as-a fulcrum in a midn-
meér hereinaftér described’so as'to effect the reciprocating
‘movenient of the:latch hook 36 between a'latching anda
-Teleased ‘position ‘reldtive to the ‘cover 30. This latch
‘plate’35'is: sipported ‘within the base'frame 20 for 'séléc-
‘tive recxprocatmg rotational- movement about 'a longxmdl~
‘nal ‘axis- stibstantially parallel ‘to the’sides “and base de-
finifig-'the base ‘frame 2076y méans-of a- long1tudmally
-extending ‘leaf sprifg member ‘40, “This* sprmo overlies
‘the ‘mid-portion of “the' latch plate 35.and issecured “at
each end to”the -basé: frame ' by means of - downwardl‘y
-struck tabs 42, as: clearly ‘shown in Figures 2°and 3 "The
olter “gérratéd portion’ 45 of the litch ‘plate- es’
finger -pressure ‘plate ‘for’ actuatmg the: closure ‘device s
Will ‘hereindfter be déscribed. The- ad]acent facmg or-
tion of ‘the ¢over member‘39 is prov1ded Wwith an inwardly

dlrected plate ‘47 ‘that ‘definés-a-central aperture 48 ‘and
2 lateh engdging lip 49, This’ lip-49 “when ' movéd “info
‘€ngagement with the latch hook 36 of- the latch plate,‘is

~‘opérative to'be -engaged théreby so'ds releasably to secure

the cover-in-a’closed position.

‘The:entire-closure ‘assembly dncluding tHe BHase 'frame
~20 the:latch nidars, and the ¢ovér member 30°is installed
‘dsaiunit: upofr the openirig deﬁmng portions “of the nfain
body of the cigarétte case, the-U-shaped base section fe-
ceiving the side walls .of -the ‘case therebétween; as-¢ledrly
‘shown -in :Figures ‘4 -and ‘5. :Inwardly struck ‘Hooks 152
-of - the-inside wall 23 of the base:frame are operativesto
engage-the: respective:walls-of: the cigarefte caseito main-
tain the-closure assembly in proper association-thérewith.
Of .course, such walls-may:include decorative inner-and
outer coatmgs 54, 55, to produce substanttally any de-
sired effect. S LA
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" With the cover member 30 in the open position as
shown in Figure 1, a downward pressure upon the top
thereof is operative to cause the lip 49 to urge the latch
hook 36 outwardly so as to permit it to engage the in-
side surface of the lip and hold the parts in the closed
position as shown in Flgure 4, against the action of the
Jongitudinal hinge spring tending to rotate the -cover
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member toward the open position. By then exertmg a -

pressure against the finger pressure plate 45 in a direc-
tion substantially perpendicular to the plane of the cover
member 30 and the plane of the base member 29, the
entire latch plate 35 will be rotated about a central trans-

verse axis through the action of the fulcrum Jugs 39 -

against the adjacent walls of the U-shaped base frame, as
shown in Figure 5, to withdraw the latch hook 36 out of
engagement with the latch lip 49 of the cover member 30,
in which position the cover member 3¢ is free to move
to the open position shown in Figures 1 and 5. This
latch plate is held in the open position 354 against the
action of the leaf spring 40 which. tends to return it to
the normal position 35, shown in Figure 4. It will thus
be recognized that a simple and novel closure assembly
for cigarette cases has been provided that has a minimum
number of parts and which is actuated in response to a
pressure exerted in a direction perpendicular to the plane
of the associated cover and base members.

- While this invention has been described with particular
reference to the construction shown in the drawing, it is
to be understood that such is not to be construed as im-
parting limitations upon the invention, which is best de-
fined by the clalms appended hereto

I claim:
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1. In combmanon with a case havmg spaced walls de- =

fining a storage compartment with an enlarged opening
for removably receiving a cigarette package, a closure
assembly for said enlarged opening including an annular
base frame of substantially U-shaped cross section having
spaced parallel sides and a connecting base wall receiving
said opening defining portions of said compartment walls,
a cover member hingedly connected to one end of said
base frame for selective pivotal movement between an
open and a normally closed position relative thereto, latch
means associated with said cover member and said base
frame for controlling said pivotal movement of said
cover member, said latch means including a latch hook
at one end and a finger pressure plate at an opposite end,
one of said spaced parallel sides defining a longitudinal
slot at least as long as said finger pressure plate, said
connecting base wall defining a rectangular cutout at
" least as long as said latch hook in direct communication
with said longitudinal slot, said latch plate being mov-
able within the plane of said base frame transversely
.with respect to said one parallel side into assembly there-
with, said rectangular cutout receiving said latch hook
perpendlcularly therein, said longitudinal slot receiving
the adjacent portions of said finger pressure plate, said
latch hook extending perpendicularly outwardly from one
side of said latch plate and opening toward said one end
of said plate, a leaf spring extending along an opposite side
of -said latch plate securing said latch plate within said
base. frame and yieldably preventing pivotal movement
of said latch plate away from said connected base wall
from a normal cover engaging position to a manually ac-
tuated cover released position, the ends of said leaf spring
being secured to said connecting base wall of said U-
shaped base frame, the intermediate portion of said leaf
spring underlying said latch plate adjacent to one side
threeof, said latch plate being confined between said leaf
spring and said connecting base wall of said U-shaped
base frame, and said one side of said latch plate com-
prises fulcrum lug means extending outwardly therefrom
in a direction opposite to that of said -latch hook; said
fulcrum lug means engaging the other one of saxd spaced

parallel sides of said frame.
2. In combination with a case having spaced walls de-
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4
fining a storage compartment with an enlarged opening
for removably receiving a cigarette package, a closure
assembly for said enlarged opening including an annular
base frame of substantially U-shaped cross section having
spaced parallel sides and a connecting base wall receiving
said opening defining portions of said compartment walls,
4 cover member hingedly connected to one end of said
base frame for selective pivotal movement between an
open and a normally closed position relative thereto, latch
means associated with said cover member and said base

frame for controlling said pivotal movement of said

cover member, said latch means including a latch hook
at one end and a finger pressure. plate at an opposite end,
one of said spaced paralle] sides defining a longitudinal
slot at least as long as said finger pressure plate, said
connecting base wall defining a rectangular cutout at least
as long as said latch hook in direct communication with
said longitudinal slot, said latch plate being movable with-
in the plane of said base frame transversely with respect
‘to said one parallel side into assembly therewith, -said
rectangular cutout receiving said latch hook perpendicu-
larly therein, said longitudinal slot receiving the adjacent
portions of said finger pressure plate, said latch hook ex-
tending perpendicular outwardly from one side of said
latch plate and opening toward said one end of said
plate, a leaf spring extending along an opposite side of
said latch plate securing said latch plate within said base
frame and yieldably preventing pivotal movement of said
latch plate away from the other one of said parallel sides
of said frame from a normal cover engaging position to
a manually actuated cover released position, the ends of
said leaf spring being secured to one of said walls of said
U-shaped base frame, the intermediate portion of said
leaf spring underlying said latch plate adjacent to one
side thereof, said latch plate being confined between said

leaf spring and said connecting wall of said U-shaped base

frame, said one side of said latch plate including fulcrum
lug means extending outwardly from said latch plate in a
direction opposite to that of said latch hook, said fulcrum
Iug means engaging said other parallel side of said U-.
shaped base frame, said hinged cover member including
spring means normally biasing said cover member toward
an open position, said latch hook in response fo move-
ment of said cover member toward a closed position en-
gaging with said latch hook engagement means of said
cover member for releasably securing said cover member
in a closed position, said latch hook in response to move-
ment of said finger pressure plate in a direction substan-
tially perpendicular to the plane of said U-shaped base
frame being rotatable out of engagement with said latch
hook engagement means against the action of said leaf
spring to release said cover member for rotation toward
an open position by said cover spring hinge means, and
said latch hook engagement means comprising portions
of said cover member- facing said base frame defining an
aperture receiving said latch hook therebetween and de-
fining a lip for engagement by said latch hook. .

3. In combination with a case having spaced walls de-
fining a storage compartment having an enlarged opening
for removably receiving a c1garette package, a closure
assembly for said enlarged opening including an annular
base frame of substantially U-shaped cross section havmg
spaced parallel sides and a connected base wall receiving
said opening defining portions of said compartment walls,
a cover member hingedly connected to one end of said
base frame for selective pivotal movement between an
open and a closed position relative thereto, latch means
associated with said cover member and said base frame
controlling said pivotal movement of said cover member,
said latch means including a latch hook at one end and
a finger pressure plate at an opposite end, one of said -

~ spaced parallel sides defining a longitudinal slot at least

75

as long as said finger pressure plate, said connected base
wall defining a rectangular cutout of substantially the
same length as said latch hook'in direct communication
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with said longitudinal slot, said latch plate being movable
within the plane of said base frame transversely of said
one parallel side into assembly therewith, said rectangu-
lar cutout receiving said latch hook perpendicularly there-
in and said longitudinal slot receiving adjacent portions
of said finger pressure plate, said latch hook extending
perpendicularly outwardly from one side of said latch
plate and opening away from said finger pressure plate,
a leaf spring extending along an opposite side of said latch
plate yieldably preventing pivotal movement of said latch
plate from a normal cover engaging position to a manu-
ally actuated cover released position, the opposite parallel
side of said U-shaped base frame having inwardly struck
tabs extending toward said one parallel side overlying
and clampingly securing the ends of said leaf spring be-
tween said inwardly struck tabs and said base wall of said
U-shaped base frame, the intermediate portion of said
leaf spring overlying and confining said latch plate be-
tween said leaf spring and said base wall, said leaf spring
yieldably resisting pivotal movement of said latch plate
about its longitudinal axis within said base frame, said
leaf spring and tabs lying substantially parallel to said
~ connected base wall, and said latch plate further includ-
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ing a pair of fulcrum lugs one at each longitudinal ex-
tremity thereof extending outwardly in a direction op-
posite to that of said latch hook, said fulcrum'lugs engag-
ing said opposite parallel side of said U-shaped base
frame in response to pivotal movement of said latch plate
to said cover released position, said fulcrum lugs being
disposed intermediate said leaf spring and said opposite
side wall of said U-shaped base frame, and said fulcrum
lugs abutting said:leaf spring and preventing movement
of said latch plate out of said longitudinal slot and rec-
tangular cutout.
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