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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN AUSTIN BEST, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Augusta, in the county of Richmond and 
State of Georgia, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Cards for 
Indexing, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My present invention relates generally to 

indexing devices, and more particularly to 
card indexes, my object being to provide in 
dex cards by means of which certain advan 
tages in use as regards greater expansion, 
simplicity, economy, and despatch may be 
obtained in a manner hereinafter described. 
Among the other objects of my invention, 

Iaim to provide an index card having means 
whereby to hold a series of cards as a series 
and independent of the other series, and in 
nonalined relation so that the edges of the 
several cards of the series will be offset with 
respect to one another, thus providing for 
the viewing of portions of all of the series of 
cards so held, at one and the same time. 
Another object is to provide an index card 

so constructed as to be reversible, having for 
this purpose index indicia of suitable nature 
along at least two of its edges in non-alined 
or offset relation and preferably upon both 
its obverse and reverse faces, as hereinafter 
more particularly seen, whereby a single 
card may be, by proper positioning, made to 
take care of a plurality of alphabetical di 
visions in order transversely of an index. 
My invention of the nature above gener 

ally described is more particularly of the 
nature brought out in the following specifi 
cation, in which reference is made to the 
accompanying drawings forming a part of 
this specification, and wherein;- 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of an index 
card constructed according to my improve 
ment, showing several data cards supported 
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in a series thereby; 
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of the 

card of the type shown in Fig. 1, looking at 
the reverse face thereof, as compared with 
the card of Fig.1; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section therethrough. 
taken substantially online 3-3 of Fig. ii; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a 
slight modification in the manner of form 
ing the slits of the card holding member and 
with respect to the index indicia; 

Fig. 5 is a similar view of the card shown 
in Fig. 4 looking at the reverse face thereof; 
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Fig. 6 is a face vie'? of a square card hav 
ing the index indicia along all its edges; 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view illustrating 
the manner of dispensing with tabs: 

Fig. 8 is a similar view showing the re 
verse face of the card of Fig. 7; and 

Fig. 9 is a face view of a data card used 
with Figs. 4 and 5. 

Referring now to these figures, my inven 
tion contemplates the provision of an index 
card, shown in Figs. 1 to 8, inclusive, the 
card 10 of Figs. 1 and 2, the card 10 of 
Figs. 4 and 5, and the card 10 of Figs. 7 
and 8 being oblong as shown and the card 
11 of Fig. 6 being square, in either instance, 
having, at least, two similar edges provided 
with index indicia seen at 12, in the figures 
first named, and at 13, in Fig. 6. 

Referring particularly to Figs. 1 and 2, 
it will be seen that the index-indicia 12, are 
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laterally offset with respect to one another, 
those at One edge of the card being adjacent 
one side thereof, and those at the other edge 
being located adjacent the opposite side of 
the card, it being readily seen that this ar 
rangement provides for mere reversal of the 
card to bring the desired indicia uppermost 
and in proper position where the index let 
ters of the alphabet are divided into four 
parts as seen in Figs. 1 and 2, or where but 
a single letter is desired in four positions as 
seen in Figs. 4 and 5. It is obvious that the 
indexing indicia may be located either upon 
elongated supporting extensions of the body 
of the cards, one extension adjacent each of 
their edges as in Figs. 7 and 8, or upon 
tabs projecting as usual from the card edges 
as in Figs. 1 to 6 inclusive, the latter being 
of course arranged so as to prevent the cards 
from tilting in a box or other holder. 
This is obviously capable of extension by 

providing tabs for the indicia 13 at all sides 
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of the square cards 11, as seen in Fig. 6, and 
in any case obviates the necessity of supply 
ing a number of differently constituted in 
dex cards, thus bringing about economy and 
despatch in the use of an index in various 
instances, as well as providing for greater 
expansion than Would otherwise be possible. 
The same construction is capable of use 

with a single index letter on each tab 15, in 
Figs, 4 and 5, whereby the desired letter 
may, by mere reversal of the card, be 
brought up into desired position in, for in 
stance, the Spelling of a Word across the 
index, * . . . . 
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It is obvious furthermore that the card 
edges may have other tabs 16, in order that 
the cards may be properly positioned and 
maintained against tilting in their index box or drawer. 
My invention as illustrated in the figures 

above referred to, also contemplates a card 
for indexes having one or more angular 
slits, indicated at ii, and as seen in the sev 
eral figures, forming two sides of a triangle 
the slits so directed forming between them 
integral tongues 19, which normally lie in 
the same plane with the body of the card, as 
articularly seen in Fig. 2, and which may 
e bent outwardly from the plane of the 

body of the card as seen in Fig. 3, to receive 
its series of data cards 20 and hold the latter 
as a geries in non-alined relation with their 
fdors offsef with respect to one another, as 
seen by reference to Figs. 1 and 3. 
Thus the offset edges of the several cards 

of a series will be visible at a glance with 
the cards so supported by the card 10, as a 
series independent of all other series of the 
index in connection with which they may 
be utilized. It is to be observed that the 
tongues so formed are turned toward oppo 
site edges of the cards so as to permit of 
properly holding the data cards in the re 
versed position of the card and that in the 
form seen in Fig. 6, the tongues are turned 
in a four directions. 
As seen in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the card is 

also provided with horizontal slits 21 at the 
outer ends of its angular slits 17, so that 
when the tongues 18 are bent outwardly the 
material of the cards in the lower portion 
of the slits 21 form rests for the lower edges of the data cards 20. 

In addition to the horizontal slits 21, the 
card may be provided with short vertical 
slits 23 at one end of the slit 21, as seen 
in Figs. 4 and 5, for use with a record card 
24 as shown in Fig. 9, having a depending 

5 intermediate extension 25 at its lower edge 
to extend below the card slit and thus lock 
the record card against 
movement. 

It is to be understood of course that in 
either of the forms of the invention shown 
and described, the card holding member 
may be formed of various materials, suitable 
for the purpose, and may be in the nature 
of a card holder separate and distinct from 
the index cards themselves, or utilized as 
either one of the guide cards or record cards, 
and that irrespective of the particular man 
nc. in which the slits are formed, tongues 
result, which are normally in the same plane 
with the body of the card, and which when 
trust outwardly form effective support for 
is olding a series of other cards in non-alined 

lateral shifting 
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relation with the edges thereof offset with 
respect to one another so that the entire se 
ries which are offset and always independent 
of the other series in connection with which 
the invention is utilized, have their headings. 
exposed to be simultaneously viewed, as seen 
by reference to Figs. 1 and 3. 

It is obvious that my invention is capable 
of various changes, particularly in regard to 
its wide range of use, and I wish to reserve 
all such changes and uses to which the in vention is or may be adapted. 

I claim: 
1. A card for indexes having elongated in 

tegral extensions projecting therefrom along 
opposite edges thereof, each of which ex 
tensions is adapted to support the card in 
operative position, and is provided with in dexing indicia. 

2. A card for indexes having elongated 
integral extensions along opposite edges 
thereof, each of which extensions is adapted 
to support the cardin operative position, and 
is provided with indexing indicia, the in 
dicia of one extension being offset with re 
spect to the indicia of the other extension. 

3. A card for indexing devices, having a 
series of slits forming a series of engaging 
tongues within the limits of the said card 
and normally lying in the same plane there 
with, said tongues being bendable to one 
side of the plane of the said card and the 
said card having horizontal slits at the ends 
of each tongue whereby to support index 
cards engaged by the tongues. 

4. A card for indexes having at least two 
opposite edges and provided with index in 
dicia adjacent the said edges and in non 
alined relation to permit of reversal of the 
card in use, said card having extensions 
forming parts thereof adjacent said edges 
and extending therealong for the major por 
tion of the length thereof, whereby to sup 
port the card in operative position for ex 
posing the indicia of each of said edges when turned uppermost. 

5. A reversible card for indexing devices, 
having a plurality of series of angular slits, 
each series of slits being arranged to sup 
port a series of index cards when said re 
versible card is in one of its operative posi tions. 

6. A reversible card for indexes having 
upon a plurality of edges thereof indexin 
dicia in non-alined relation and provided 
with groups of angular slits, each group of 
said slits being arranged to support in an 
upright position a series of index cards 
when one of the index indicia of the re 
versible card is uppermost. 
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