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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

BAY ARD BOYD NICIIOLS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

BOOK - SUPPORT OR MUSIC-STAND 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 895,715, dated January 8, 1889. 
Application filed May 21, 1888, Serial No, 274,530, (No model.) 

To all vi?ion, it Tru?ty conce71. 
Be it known that I, BAYARD BOYD NICH 

OLS, a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Book-Supports or Music-Stands, 
of Which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

b00k-Supports or music-stands such as are 
designed to be attached to pianos, organs, and 
the like. 

Heretofore book-rests have been constructed 
With pivoted uprights connected by a rod, 
Which causes the uprights to be elevated or 
depressed; but difficulty has been experi 
enced in their operation, especially in those 
in Which parts are concealed when not in use. 
The object of the present invention is to 

obviate the above objection and produce a 
Support of great simplicity and cheapness, 
Capable Of Concealment when not in use, and 
of holding a book and of being readily oper 
alted to release or grasp such to enable the 
leaves to be rapidly turned. 
The invention consists in the novel combi 

nation and arrangement of parts, hereinafter 
fully described, illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, and pointed out in the claims 
hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
View of a book or music rack constructed in 
accordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a 
longitudinal sectional view of the shelf, the 
uprights being slightly inclined, and showing 
the arrangement of the kerf-shots and the 
kerf-recess that connect them. Fig. 3 is a 
View similar to Fig. 2, illustrating the uprights 
held in a vertical position by a spring. Fig. 
4 is a longitudinal sectional view illustrating 
the manner in which the spring is held out of 
engagement with the connecting-rod. Fig. 5 
is a detail view of the uprights, showing the 
upper ends connected by a rod. Fig. G is a 
perspective view of the shelf, showing a modi 
fication of the invention. Fig. 7 is a detail 
view showing a modification of the connect 
ing-l'Od. 

In the accompanying drawings, A desig 
nates a rack or shelf designed to be attached 

So to pianos, organs, music-stands, or the like. 
In Fig. 1 of the drawings I have illustrated 

the outstanding shelf of' lack A hinged to the 
back 3 of all easel, to form a book-support or 
music-stand. The said shelf A is provided 
With similar longitudinal kerf-slots, (t, which 
are connected together by a kelf-recess, (t', in 
the lower side of the shelf, the slots being 
about twice as Wile as the recess (t'. 
The uprights C are constructed of suitable 

material, preferably metal, and are provided 
at their inner' ends with arms ( (l, extending 
from them at suitable angles, through which 
angles they are pivoted in the corresponding 
longitudinal kelf-slots (t, near one end, and 
the arms (l (l in that case extending left Ward 
from the uprights ('. 
The uprights C are connected by the rod 

T), which is pivoted to the ends of the arms (l 
d and slides in the kerf-recess (t', and is pro 
vided with a central handle, (l', which pro 
jects downward. This central handle, (l', is 
generally constructed integral With the con 
lecting-1 od I); but it may be made of a sepa 
late piece of metal and be pivoted to the con 
necting-rod, whereby it is made capable of 
being parallel with the connecting-rod ), to 
effect entire concealment of the operative 
paits of the device. 
The uprights C rest normally in the longi 

tu (litial ke'?-slots (t, where they remain con 
cealed; but by lineans of the central handle, 
(l', and the connecting - rod I), they may be 
raised Vertically, and they are prevented in 
clining to the right, or in the direction in which 
they move to assume a yelitical position, by 
the shouldle' (l coming in contact, with the 
connecting-rod I), the shoulder being formed 
at the angle by the arm (l being thinner than 
the upright ('. 
When a book or the like has been placed 

upon the shelf A and opened at any place, 
the uprights C can be quickly and readily 
l'aised, and Will prevent, the leaves from turn 
ing. By sliding the handle (l' to the right 
the uprights C can be cuickly (lepressed to 
permit, the turning of the leaves. 
There may be any desired number of the 

uprights C to insure successful holding of the 
book; or it may be preferable to construct, the 
device as illustrated in Fig. 5 of the accom 
panying drawings, in which figure the outer 
ends of the uprights are shown connected by 
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a strip of metal or other suitable material, E. 
By this construction books of any size will be 
held with equal facility and effectiveness. 
The uprights, when not in use, l'est in the 

longitudinal ke'?-slots (t, and to prevent them 
sinking too far down into the slots C, a pin Ol' 
stop, F, is provided in one of the longitudinal 
ker?-slots, upon which pin or stop F the up 
rights Crest, and to render the working of the 
device noiseless the pin is covered with rul)- 
ber or felt, and the sides of the longitudinal 
kerf-slots ( and recess (t' are lined with the 
same material. Insteal of employing a bin, 
IF, to form a stop to keel) the uprights from 
sinking too deep in the slots, a piece of tib 
bei or other suitable sound-leadening mate 
lial may be secured in the slot, (t. 

In order to maintain the uprights C in a 
Vertical position, the connecting-l'od may be 
slightly lowed, as shown in Fig. 7, wherely 
it will be caused to bind against the sides of 
the ke'?-recess (t", or, as shown in Fig. 3 of the 
accompanying drawings, a spling, G, may be 
provided, which is secured in a groove, (t, of 
the shelf A, and acts against an end of the 
connecting-rod T) and forces the uprights C 
into a Vertical position, and there retails them 
until it is released from engagement with the 
connecting-rod D by withdrawing it by means 
of the handle 1, and held out of engagement 
by inserting the handle of into a notch, (t, in 
the Spling-groove (t, adapted for its reception. 

In Fig. (3 of the clawings I have illustrated 
a modification of the invention, showing the 
kerf-recess (t' that connects the ke'?-slots (1, 
made in the oute edge of the shelf A, instead 
of in the bottom, whereby, When the connect 
ing-rod I) is inserted in the recess (t', the 
handle (l' will extend out horizontally in the 
(lirection of the shelf A. These ke'?-slots ill 
grooves (, ald (t' may be cut in a piano ()) ()- 
gan and the device secured to it instead of to 
a shelf, A. Especially this latter form-viz., 
that shown in Fig. (3-is applicable to this use, 
and the plights and connecting-rod may be 
pivoted to the outer edge of any shelf of a 
music-staid, book-rest, or the like, and they 
will be equally effective. 

IFrom the foregoing description and the ac 
Companying drawings the construction, open'- 
ation, and advantages of the present inven 
tion Will be readily seen, and I desire it to be 
understood that, I do not limit myself to the 
precise details of construction herein shown 
and described, as I may without departing 
from the spirit of the invention make any 
minor changes therein. 
Having thus fully described the in Veition, 

what I claim is 
l. The combination, with the shelf of a mu 

sic-stand, book-support, easel, or the like, of 
the uprights pivoted to said shelf, and the rod 
Connecting the uprights and provided with a 

handle depending there from and capable of 
elevating and depressing the uprights, su 
stantially as described. 

2. The combination, with the siel? of : 11 
sic-stand, book-support, easel, ()' the like, of 
the uprights pivoted to it, the rod connecting 
the uprights and capable of elevating and ((- 
I'essing the uprights, and a spiring designed 

to C't against the end of ille (oil) e?ting-rod to 
retain the uprights in a perpendicular posi 
tion, substantially as described. 

3. The combination, with the shell of a nu 
sic-stand, book-support, easel, ()) the like, of 
the pivoted uprights provided with aims, and 
rods connecting the uprights albove and below 
the pivotal points, the lower one of said I'ods 
being provided with a handle depending the 'e- 
f'on, sistantially as and for the lose de 
s(tribed. 

4. The ('ollination, with the shelf of a nu 
si(-stand, look-su) () it, easel, (), the like, of 
the uprights pivotel to it, the rod collecting 
the uprights and capable of elevating and (le 
pressing the liprights, and a handle pivotally 
secured to the connecting-l'od () operate the 
(device and designed to be turned parallel 
With the collecting-rod, sli lost:litially as and 
fol' the purpose specified. 

5. The coin)ination, with the shelf of a mu 
sic-stanct, look-Sul))01t, easel, ()) the lik ( pro 
Violed With the lef-slots : ) ( : k('f-1' (ess 
connecting the ke'?-slots, of the lights liv 
oted in the ke'?-slots, at the connecting-rod 
secured to the rights and sliding in the 
ke'?-recess :und irovided with : depending 
handle, substantially as and for the purpose 
(les(hile (l. 

(5. The ('om) in:tici, with the shelf of : lil 
si(-sta (, )()olk-sli))())"t, easel, () the like l'O- 
Widel with the ke'?-slots and a kelf-l'ocess 
connecting the ke'?-slots, of the uprights pi\'- 
oted in the ke'?-slots, the connecting-l'odha \- 
ing a depending handle and secured to the 
uprights all (l sliding in the ke'?-Irecess, all (la, 
stol) secured in one of the ke'?-slots, whereby 
the uprights are prevented sinking too (teel) 
in the ke'?-slots, substantially as described. 

7. The combination, with the shelf of : mal 
sic-stand, book-support, easel, O' the like ) ()- 
vided with the felt on similarly-lined slots and 
connecting-recess, of the plights pi\otect in 
the slots, and a connecting-l'od secured to the 
uplights and sliding in the kelf-'ecess, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose (lescribed. 

In testimony that I claim the fol'egoing as 
my own I have here to affixed my signature in 
presence of two Witnesses. 

BAY ARL) 3() Yi). NICIOS. 

Witlesses: 
REGINALD. H. WORTH, 
CHAS. W. SAITH. 

7 O 

9 O 

95 

OO 

IO 

I 15 


